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The Legacy’Series Aubrey Vemor

By: Terry Tucker (\) B (0) b b y (l) Tl

ubrey Vernon Tucker was born on Saturday, March 30, 1929 at 1907
I Fairmount Avenue, in the community of Fairmount, and a few blocks March 30’ 1929

u down from Fairmount Christian Church. The next day was Easter ({0)

Sunday. It wasndt | ong before he made ' hoT apr
Christian and began a relationship with the church family that spanned every one ALPdU%t 14’ 2%)5.0

of his 81 years. s < AITRERE N

Nicknamed after a family friend, he was known to everyone as Bobby. He ; ;
was the second son of Hunter Sr. and Hazel Tucker. Hazel thought her new i:
baby to be so pretty she entered him in the Beautiful Baby Contest at the 1928~

State Fair of Virginia. By the way, he won!

The familyds connection to Fairmo
around 1898. Both grew up on farms on Creighton Road in Henrico County jug =
south of the Chickahominy River. His Grandpa, Charlie Tucker, and Grandmaj
Addie Verlander, married at Little Trinity Church also on Creighton Road. They _
decided more opportunities existed for them closer to the City of Richmond, sd
they moved a few miles to the new community of Fairmount.

Fairmount was a planned community and originally part of Henrico County,
It sits east of Downtown Richmond, at the crest of a hill above the Shockoe
Valley. In 1890, the Fairmount Land Company was formed and the building of
homes began. Fairmount was one of many planned communities surrounding
Richmond following the Civil War and Reconstruction. From 1902 until 1906, :
Fairmount was an independent city, before its leadership petitioned to become  gophbyss 199 4-ADd6be c
part of Richmond.
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Adjacent to what was to become the Fairmount community were farms, I . d z
feedlots and slaughter houses which served the people of Richmond. Prior to n s e e
development, the Fairmount property included, among other things, the Fairfiéld egacy Series: Bobby Tuckamges B
Horse Race Track, the campus of a CWé'élfly%iﬂeQ:l’ialféﬂg.e‘? ______ §P_nge§ie
and the State of Virginiads Central L&ngtic As vyl um.
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Queen Anne and Italianate style row houses, followed by bungalows and I|m|ta(§)

commercial space. Early Fairmount had its own trolley, the Fairmount Traction
(Continued on pagge
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Company, which later merged into
the Richmond Street Car System.

It was in this new development
that Charlie and Addie began their
lives and raised a family of two boys
and a girl. Their second son, Hunter
Sr., was Bobbyds
show Charlie Tucker to be a lean
farm boy with large, strong hands.

£
Charlie Tucker

His first job in the city was driving an
ice wagon. Later, he opened the
Fairmount Drugstore which he sold
before opening
Grocery with his brother Marvin.

Although not quite a founding
member, Charlie was an early,
enthusiastic and dedicated member
of Fairmount Christian Church. He
sported a big brush of a moustache,
and was very involved. Charlie
taught the Loyal
for 30 years, served as an elder and
would supplement church needs with
items from the grocery store. His
daughter, Clarene, played the organ
and piano on Sundays, and son
Hunter Sr. also served as an elder.
Charlie set the tone and was the
example for the family. The small
grocery, where grandson Hunter Jr.
recalls earning $1.00 for working all
day on Saturday, and Fairmount
Christian Church formed the center
of the familyds
this environment that Bobby was
born.

Bobby was active in Sunday
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school, youth group, choir, picnics, uenced

othe_r chur_ch activities and h_e loved graduating high school, he and other
playing third base for the Fairmount boys from church were encouraged
softball team. There was always 1, find work at the Federal Reserve
somet hing o0good agdoiRiHin8nd byRbbert 3 €
young people at Fairmount Christian. pq\yaj Sr., a Bank employee and an

To escgpe the heat in.summer :
) r.l y p 1elder & kairmount. It was there that
éogbg/, 16ng with mg%ta}n the Bobby enjoyed a successful 35+ yeat
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miles to Buckroe Beach in Hampton. . .

This owal k6 was ac @&%ﬁ%ﬁa'fnﬁoW%C@r'St@'ﬁ t
moved out to the Mechanicsville

train where everyone was having
such a great time that they would
forget to sit down. Hence, they
owal kedo all the

The children of the Fairmount
community attended Helen
Dickerson Elementary School, East
End Junior High, and then rode the

Turnpike location. The next year,
Bobbyds family
Henyige- |p 1964gthey faqued o,
Mechanicsville where he purchased
his first and only home. He would
live there for most of the next 47
years.

mo

Bobby was a lifelong investor and
enjoyed watching his investments
grow. He had everything he wanted
and needed, but his wants and needs
were always rather modest. One
notable exception to this was the
purchase of a new, light green, 1971
Chevelle Super Sport with a Big

Boby6 197MDi rectory

38
street car across.the Marshall Street
%Ln:t%sget éo'\]thﬁr[nw Mars a'l I—"ﬁgsﬁ S
School The oViadu ded
easy access to Downtown Richmond :
and fine shopping on Broad Street, Bobbyés 1972 Direc

which included the Thalhimers and

Miller and Rhoads Department Block 396 cubic inch engine and

Crager Mag Wheels. As his friends

stores. _
o recall, it was pretty cool and really
In the closely knit Fairmount fast.
community, everyoned mot her knew

eds
m o, BpRY would never haye glgined
Bobby had an uncle, also named to be a saint, but he was a pretty )
Aubrey, who was a city policeman. good_ guy. He generally had a smile
tqys quop hi \fa}ce %a§ alwa&sr@féaple, fAsY

Yoing and Lo sistently good natured
as were his father and Grandpa
Charlie.

everyone el seds

gotten away with anything if | had
wanted to. o

Fairmount Christian also
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In the center of the Fairmount
community was Luc
for children and
adults alike,
particularly in
nice weather.
It was likely
there that
Bobbyds
love affair with
sports began.
Due to an
earlier football
injury to his knee incurred while
playing for the Fairmount Rockets, he
eventually gave up playing third base
for church and became a coach for
the team. Later, he became one of
the fans. He particularly loved
college basketball and football.
Virginia Tech was a favorite team.
Bobby was an avid fisherman and
loved being in or near the water. He
said the smell of the ocean made him

happy.

Throughout his life, Bobby was
always fit, active and youthful. When
age finally slowed him down, he
moved to the Covenant Woods
Retirement Community.

There, for the last few years of
his life, Bobby went to physical
therapy, enjoyed sportson TV,

Bobbyds 1998 Direc

spoke of fishing, and pondered what
kind of fish might be in the Covenant
Woods pond. He good naturedly
teased the nurses and staff, and
spoke of the fine, new Fairmount
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How are you doing with the Weekly

chall enges will get you searching
marveling at our great God!
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Bobby (top left) and the Fairmont Softball Team %

0Sonkistdé, circa 1982 -

Christian Church. Bobby never lost anyone to know this until after he o

his smile, wit, or charm and enjoyed was gone. i’

interacting with visitors and the Bobby Tuckerds pa

Covenant Woods staff. A few days

. : reflects a lifelong commitment to his
before his passing, Bobby told a

church and concludes just one of the g,

visitor how much he was looking many chapters that make up the S
forward to the start of the college deep history and rich legacy thatis <
football season, then turned to the  3irmount Christian Church: a o
visitor and said 1cha‘btgerchhbe%a?]lllloyea@é’g@ \u< ‘
start going to FaWhremPUantcooupl e of f a
He passed unexpectedly on married on Creighton Road, across ™
Saturday, August 14, 2010 at 4pm. the Chickahominy River and justto .
There wasndt a drtyhee yseo uwtnh hofs tfheo ocrh
at Covenant Woods. The nurses |l ocati on. This yNMu
said they truly appreciated his happy grandparents, who decided to make ©
spirit and good humor. Bobby was their lives together in a place called |,
laid to rest beside his parents at Fairmount. A
Férést Lalvil Eémgtery.f 9 ¢ 69
He left the largest single portion
of his estate, $892,210.82, to
Fairmount Christian Church. Bobby
thought that was
idea. o As was hi W ¢
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February 1st MMYWar ship Service:
. o . Children’s Worship: 103
Saucy chicken with rice & veggies —
$4- adults / $3children (agesl2) . 5 wA Ol -Blemy$a Minister
Max. of $14 per family . Aot S {OKz22tY cnt/ KNRa {-A¢¥GbaAaNB Minis
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