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Book Club Book 
Fi Next up:  

Youth Emphasis Day, 
May 30th 

Check out what the Fairmount 
Book Club is reading.  

- Page three. 

May is Involvement 
Month! 

The Fairmount Family was witness to 
a very powerful conclusion to our 
eight week sermon series this past 
Sunday. 

Rick Raines gives his thoughts on “The 
God of Second Chances”  

-Page two 

Also in this issue: 
A Giving Spirit 
A Fairmount member recognized 
for giving time for others. 
 - Page three 
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FEATURE May 26, 2010 

By: Rick Raines 

The God of Second Chances 

I 
t’s amazing what God can do when we let Him fill in 
the gaps.  Long-term sermon planning is not an exact 
science.  It involves listening and reading and studying 

and researching and more listening.  It involves primarily 
prayer – my prayers and your prayers.  Many years ago I 
came to the helpful realization that it is the Holy Spirit who 
inspires and directs the sermons and the sermon series 
that Fairmount embarks upon.  Sometimes the ideas come 
quite easily.  Sometimes, the ideas don’t come quite as 
easily, and, as I shared with the congregation on Sunday, 
sometimes we have to sit back and let God fill in the gaps. 

 “The God of Second Chances” series was one such se-
ries.  Having no idea what to do this year between Easter 
and the summer, God took a few scribbled notes on a legal 
pad and crafted them into a powerful series that has 
touched hundreds – if not thousands - of people.  God 
took those few notes on paper and engineered a truly col-
laborative effort that involved dozens of folks in our 
church family. 

 “The God of Second Chances” has been a blessing to all 
of us.  We have not only been reminded of the second 
chances we have been given by God, we have been con-
fronted with areas in our lives right now where we need to 
accept His offer of a second chance.  We have been chal-
lenged to offer a second chance to others.  And we have 
been inspired to look for folks around us who are desper-
ately in need of the second chances that can only come 
from a loving, forgiving, compassionate heavenly Father. 

 I want to thank everyone who listened to God’s Spirit 
and participated in some way in this powerful series.  

Some of you got up and spoke in front of the church – some of 
you wrote for our Forecaster – some provided music or artwork – 
some held a piece of cardboard – some sent me notes or told me 
of experiences that have blessed me beyond articulation.  God’s 
Spirit has been busy at work! 

 As a friend shared with me the other day, “This series made 
our church smaller.”  After an initial laugh (that statement can be 
taken a couple of ways!), I understood exactly what he meant.  
We have been drawn closer together as friends and family.  We 
were reminded that we all share common stories.  We are not 
afraid to show people what’s behind the curtain.  We are not 
merely folks who attend the same church but go to different 
worship services.  We are one family – together – united – living 
– learning – striving – and serving together.  Because we love the 
God of second chances – we love each other – and we will con-
tinue to love the world and extend a second chance to them. 

 

The tomb is empty!  He’s alive!  We get a second chance! 



The Fairmount Book Club will be reading 
ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΣ άA Million Miles in a Thousand 
Years: What I Learned While Editing My 
Life” by Donald Miller 
 
Synopsis: 
Full of beautiful, heart-wrenching, and 
hilarious stories, A Million Miles in a Thou-
sand Years details one man's opportunity 
to edit his life as if he were a character in a 
movie. 
Years after writing a best-selling memoir, 
Donald Miller went into a funk and spent 
months sleeping in and avoiding his pub-
lisher. One story had ended, and Don was 
unsure how to start another. 
But he gets rescued by two movie produc-
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CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ  
ers who want to make a movie based on his 
memoir. When they start fictionalizing 
Don's life for filmτchanging a meandering 
memoir into a structured narrativeτthe 
real-life Don starts a journey to edit his ac-
tual life into a better story. A Million Miles 
in a Thousand Years details that journey 
and challenges readers to reconsider what 
they strive for in life. It shows how to get a 
second chance at life the first time around. 
The Fairmount Book Club will meet on 

Sunday, June 13 to discuss this selection.  

If you are interested in participating and 

would like a copy of this book, contact 

the church office. ƴ 

The S.A.L.T. Ministry thanks everyone who helped and participated in this 
year’s Spring Fair.  It was the best year ever raising $13,141!  Mark your 
calendar now for next year’s Fair - Saturday, April 30, 2011. 

R 
ecently, Bon Secours 
Health System recognized 
their volunteers and made 

special mention of Fairmount mem-
ber Kathleen Galli’s 7,000 hours of 
volunteer work.  She is the only 
volunteer to give over 7,000 hours. 

Kathleen routinely volunteers at 
Memorial Regional Medical Center 
here in Mechanicsville. 

She was also mentioned in a recent 
Richmond Times-Dispatch article 
about the John Marshall High 
School Class of 1940 and their reun-
ion. ƴ 

Fairmount Member 
Recognized for 
Volunteer Work 

Pictured left: Kathleen Galli at a reunion of John Marshall High School.   
Photo Credit: Lindy Keast Rodman/Times-Dispatch 
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Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
best viewed online 

Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to Anita Carter.  Anita 

transferred membership to 
Fairmount. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: May 23, 2010 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

Our 

The Forecaster is 

Your Church Staff: 

8:15  Worship Service:  171 
 Children’s Worship:  13 

 
9:30 Worship Service: 478  
 Children’s Worship: 68 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  264 
 Children’s Worship: 140
 Breakaway:  114 
 
Total:  1248 
Bible School: 626 

  

Budget Requirements: $32,070.00 

Budget Receipts: $32,580.48 
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Vacation Bible School 
June 27 - July 1 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm 

For all ages!  Details in two weeks 

Note: There will be no edition of the 
Forecaster next week.  Also, the 
church office will be CLOSED on Mon-
day, May 31st in observance of the 
Memorial Day Holiday. 

mailto:%20info@fairmountchristian.org
http://www.fairmountchristian.org

