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Four months after an earthquake

AISO |n thIS ISSUG devastated Haiti, Fairmount still responds.
A Second Chance Testimonial
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By: Rick Raines

Four months ago, on January 12,

a 7.0 magnitude earthquake shook the
nation of Haiti, crumbling homes, busi-
nesses, schools, and churches ¢ and
shattering the lives of many of our
brothers and sisters. And though we
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shocks of that day of devastation
reached all the way to Mechanicsville.
As the American church has done for
centuries, Christians responded with
unceasing prayer and sacrificial giving.
Fairmount, as it has done for decades,
responded quickly and powerfully.

Coming off a successful holiday
fundraising campaign, the church imme-
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paign to raise funds for Haiti relief.
Funds poured into the church and were
put to immediate work. As of today,
May 10, Fairmount has collected almost
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$103,000. Those funds have provided
food and shelter. They have helped in

reconstruction efforts and helped restart

and rebuild clinics and schools. Those
funds have helped support pastors and
hire relief workers. They have provided
fresh water and critical medicines. Your

ener05|t has been inspirational ¢and
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Beyond our financial generosity,
Fairmount has already sent two mission
teams to Haiti ¢ one medical team and
one team to assess damage and plan for
future trips. Another medical trip is on
the books for June and a construction
trip is being put together for July. We
have teamed up with churches in our

community and across our Common-
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lief. We have assisted in getting adopted

children out of the country. We have
responded in diverse ways ¢ and will
continue to do so.

Maybe the most powerful im-
pact of that earthquake was again the
reminder of the brevity of life and the
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that this life will be filled with such trag-
edy ¢ but God has a much greater future
in store for all of us. We have seen again
that when tragedy occurs, Christians re-
spond in meaningful, generous ways.

We have seen lost people come to Christ
as they were touched by their fellow
Haitians who told them of a God who
loved them. Even in the midst of the

& Njyorst, we will indeed respond with the

best.

Leon Dorleans, our lead pastor
on the ground in Port au Prince, will be
at Fairmount on June 27. Leon will be
sharing in all three of our morning ser-
vices and in an afternoon informational
session. Our mission giving during VBS
this year will go to support the wide,
varied, and life-changing ministries in
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Thanks for your help in building
a strong, effective bridge. Your contin-
ued prayers and generosity are greatly
appreciated.

Teen Mexico Trip 2010
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Learn More about this trip.

While our trip was a lot of hard work, it was also a lot of

The Teen Mexico Trip group will be
giving a full report on their trip on
Sunday night, May 16 at 6:00 p.m.
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fun. As you can see in these pictures, there was plenty of

lightheartedness and camaraderie amongst everyone on
the trip.
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The God of Second Chances

uring this past week, | found myself reflecting on my Mother, thinking about her, and what she has meant to me

and the impact she has had on my life. Over 46 years ago my mother and father lived in Anchorage, Alaska with

my older brother Bob. My father was a Captain in the United States Army stationed at Fort Richardson, Alaska

and my mother was busy playing the role of a military wife, as well a raising a young son. The world would dra-
matically change for them on Good Friday in April of 1964 when the most powerful recorded earthquake in the U.S. and
North American history struck. The earthquake lasted nearly 5 minutes, it measured 9.2, and at the time was the second
most powerful earthquake in the recorded history of the world. It decimated much of Anchorage severely damaging the
homes, buildings, streets, water and sewer mains, and the electrical system. Over 10,000 aftershocks were recorded after the
main shock. In the first day alone, eleven major aftershocks were recorded with a magnitude greater than 6.0. Nine more
aftershocks were recorded over the next 3 weeks, and it was 18 months before the aftershocks were no longer noticed. My
mother, was 6 and half months pregnant with me at the time, and 15 days after the earthquake, | was born...two months
premature. There is no doubt that the events that took place back then played a significant role in my early birth. What com-
pounded the situation even more was that | could only stay in the hospital for two days because there were fears that the
aftershocks would demolish the hospital completely. The first twelve months of my life were a struggle, and one of the major
complications | suffered was apnea, where | would stop breathing and my heart rate would slow. My mother, thousands of
miles away from any type of support network, would stay up at night to stimulate me to breathe, by touching my feet or pat-
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they sacrifice, they give unselfishly, and it is because of her, and the grace of God, that | am here today.

Thinking about my mother and all that she did for me then and has done for me since, | find my-
self thinking about my Jesus, and what He has meant to me, and the impact He has had on my

fAFS® WSadza G2tR dza G2 LINIF1S Ay GKS [ 2. ASNE
|l AYX L Y NBYAYRSR 2y az2diKSNRa 5F& GKFG W g

womb, and that it was His will to place me in the arms of this incredible woman who would
protect, nurture, and love me. | am also reminded that He made the greatest sacrifice and
gave me a second chance at eternal life. He gave unselfishly for both you and for me. The
punishment for our sin is death, and He paid for it willingly thru His death on the cross,
when we did nothing to deserve it. It is only thru His mercy and grace that we are saved.
That is what our Savior ¢ the God of second chances ¢ did for us.

- Dwight Carlisle

Free conference here at Fairmount - May 22 & 23.
Call the office for more info: 559-8070

answersingenesis

believing it. defending it. proclaiming it.
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 788
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111
PHONE: (804) 559-8070
FAX: (804) 559-8072

EMAIL:
INFO@FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

NONPROFIT
AUTO
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
RICHMOND, VA
PERMIT #1479

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED

To develop followers of Jesus who:

Love Peo ILOVe God

and

Introduce the world
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CRirch: May 9, 2010

Welcome Attendance
to our New Members. & Giving.
Welcome to Kenneth Hague. 8:15  Worship Service: 121

Kenneth transferred membership
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to Fairmount.

Wel to Tia Thomas. Ti 9:30  Worship Sgrvicg:484
ec_omeo . Tla was / KAt RNBY Q&
baptized.
11:00 Worship Service: 289
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Breakaway: 58
Total: 1125

Bible School: 597

Budget Requirements: $32,070.00
Budget Receipts: $29,579.62
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www.fairmountchristian.org

The God of Second Chances

May 16 - A Second Chance
After Doubt

May 23 - A Second Chance
Wasted
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* 2 NBYoUFChureh Staff:

Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Mike Langley - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister

Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams-/ KA f RNBy Qa aAyial
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator
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