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The God of Second Chances

When | was growing up we milked our
own cows, slopped hogs, made molas-
ses, grew our own vegetable and feed
crops, plowed with mules, heated with
wood, hunted our meat and killed hogs

in the fall. Mom made our own clothes,
made our own butte
do.

| was born in 1962, yes, 1962 but a
world away. | grew up in a different gen-
eration from those around me, therefore
| felt very much out of place. Though |
attended church, | never had a relation-
ship with the Lord, but | knew the Bible
stories (I don’t |
because it is Bible history) and was bap-
tized when | was 13. None of my family
was in attendance, | just picked 13 be-
cause | got the idea from the Bible that
13 was the age of manhood, and | was in
a hurry to be a man. At that time a gen-
tleman, my Sunday School teacher, Her-
bert Millet gave me a Bible, a very spe-
cial Bible as we shall see.

| drifted away from church as | en-
tered high school when | first began to
make friends outside of the one family
that lived near us. Otherwise my life
consisted of getting on the bus in the
AM and getting off in the PM and going
to work on the farm, there was no social
life. As | began making friends | naturally
associated with the lower kids on the
totem pole (the kids on the upper tiers
don’t take to the
to skip school, do drugs, vandalism and
worse. | became hard and streetwise,
but still retained my work ethic if no
other ethic. My hard headedness led me
to drop out of school and leave home
when barely seventeen. | first lived un-
der a bridge on 295, that was when it
was under construction and there was
plenty of privacy at night. | continued to
work at the old Union 76 across from

Lee Davi s, and mov
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ther’'s garage,
Looking back, he was a good man to
have allowed it; | suppose he saw some
good in me. | worked hard at learning
the art of boxing which taught me that if
you work hard enough, you can do any-
thing tworked andaboxed aneh savékdemy
money and bought a car, which | lived in
for a time. Eventually | moved in with
my girl friend’s f
brother in-law one Saturday night. On
Sunday the gir]l
leave to keep family unity, though he
agreed | had been in the right.

i Khe foltownireg day | septed @ House, s t
moved in and went to work on Tuesday.
Six months later, still at 18 years of age, |
built my own house. My career contin-
ued to advance and by my standards |

was doing extraordinarily well by the

time | was 19 years old.

Then something happened, |, like Is-
rael, could not handle prosperity. In my
prosperity (and thinking | was adding to
it) | lived and worked in the worst of
worlds. | was really living the high life in
the secular sense. Money, wine and
women flowed like water. | was the best
at something for the first time in my life,
| was best at being bad!

Like the Israeli people, in my prosperity |
was brought down, | began riotous living
and spending money like water until |

had wasted all that | had worked for
sverenbnl yeaos ind wwak o the verge of |
losing my house.

Somewhere along the line | found the
Bible Herbert Millet had given me and
laid it on the night stand. Every night or
morning | would come in to lay down in
a drug and alcohol induced stupor and
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ed into a fr.i
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book are the rules, and if | read it, | will
know the rules and have to obey the
rules, and that would spoil all my fun.

Ri ght now | can pl
ine that, my world was crashing down all
around me and | was worried that read-
ing that book would spoil my fun!

What? Did you think the drug and alco-
aahnindlicyd dunde Wwoiuld havk soune a t
reason? Night after night | looked at
fthat Billleeanid hagdl thd saine thoughta d
until | finally decided to read it.

In the story of Israel | recognized my

@whnilife. 3YAen | came to Proverbs | read
of seeking wisdom and took it to heart
and gave my life to Christ whole heart-
edly without reservation and was thank-
ful He would take a wretch such as me.
“Faith taught my h
my fear relieved”.
grace, | would be crushed by the weight
of my sin. | could not think about it, and
certainly could not write of it were | not
healed.

Within two years of giving my life to
Christ | was running my own business,
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and living a joy and peace | had never
known. By the time | was 30 years old |
was a successful business man, though
God who knows my heart, knows money
was never my aim. God blessed me, me
who was the “best
the most gentle, caring sweet Christian
wife, with a healthy, happy little boy and
peace, glorious peace. In the 25 years
since the day | gave my life to Christ he
has constantly blessed me, with hard-
ships along the way, of course, but al-
ways with the strength and peace to see
it through. | have grown closer to my
Lord all these days so that He that is in
me, is now mostly me.

I mentioned that
lier. |treasure that Bible; | had it re-
bound when the cover wore off. | had
Preacher Raines add his inscription to
Herbert Millet’s
Fairmount Church. | would not have
taken $10,000 for it. | often witness to
people and give them Bibles. | was on
my way to witness to a young man who
was in distress and | had my Bible and a
Bible for him in the truck. As | was going
along the Holy Spirit said to give him my
Bible. |thought surely not, but as | con-
tinued along, | looked at one new and
then the other worn, ragged but dearly
loved and respected. And the Spirit con-
tinued to tell me to give him my treas-
ured Bible, and | kept thinking this can-
not be. So | asked for proof; if the young
man to whom | was going to witness
called me before | got to our meeting, |
would know it was from the Lord. As |
passed the road that led to his house
(we were not meeting at his house as it
was in distress) the phone rang and it
was he. Needless to say, | gave him the
Bible. Today he is a born again Christian
with a happy home|.
God will tell him to give it back, but if
not, | got far, far more than the $10,000
forit, | won a soul.

May this testimony bless you as it is in-
tended.
Shannon Pritchard

Limited Edition Christ-
mas Ornaments on sale
at Spring Fair

wi t h

The 2010 Edition of the Fairmount Christian
Christmas ornaments
Spring Fair for a donation of $10. The Baltic
Birch wood ornaments are laser cut by Glen
Crider, who is nationally known for his work on
the Nutcracker postage stamp and has been fea-
tured on NBC's “Today
ornament was done by Marshall Johnson. Y
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Be sure to come out to the Spring Fair to see the 2nd an

Items needed for S|Ient Auction

m hoping one
Donatlons are needed of items, hand- made |tems gift certificates, services, vacation
rentals, etc. for this year’s Silent /
asking some of your favorite merchants for a donation. Donation letters are available
from the church office. A table will be available in the front foyer this Sunday, April 18th,
to accept your donations. You can also contact Kathy Muller at 781-1854 for more infor-
mation or for assistance in donating your items.
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

P.O. Box 788
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111
PHONE: (804) 559-8070
FAx: (804) 559-8072

EMAIL:
INFO(@ FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

Love God,
Love People ..

Introduce the world

.Christ

NONPROFIT
AUTO
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
RICHMOND, VA
PERMIT #1479

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED

The Forecastdas

best viewed online

www.fairmountchristian.org

The God of Second Chances

Our .
Church: April 11, 2010

Lost Items

On Thursday afternoon, April 8, a wallet
belonging to Michelle Smith, a staff mem-
ber of the Fairmount Child Care Program,
went missing from Room 174.

Also, on Sunday, April 11, a Blackberry be-
longing to Trish Bridgers turned up missing
as well.

If you happen to come across either of
these items, please contact the church of-
fice.
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Attendance
& Giving.

8:15 Worship Service: 124

Children’s

9:30 Worship Service: 415

Chil dr en

S

11:00 Worship Service: 304
Chil dren

Breakaway: 66

S

Total: 1086
Bible School: 572

Budget Requirements: $32,070.00
Budget Receipts: $44,791.16

April 18 - A Second Chance
After Self-Righteousness

April 25 - A Second Chance
After Depression

Wo r s IMa 2 - A Sécdnd Chance
After Disappointment

Wo r 6ohtinugs:until@viy 23...

Wo r SYpup Chureh Staff:

Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister
Mike Langley - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams-Chi | dr en’ s
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator
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