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A generous man will himself be blessed, 
for he shares his food with the poor. 

Proverbs 22:9 

N ow that the Christmas season is 
over, we have a wonderful way to 

share with the less fortunate.  We have 
the opportunity to help people by par-
ticipating in our CARITAS program from 
January 23rd through January 30th.  CA-
RITAS stands for Congregations Around 

Richmond Involved To Assure Shelter and 
means love of humanity in Latin. 

During this week, our church will provide 
overnight shelter, dinner, breakfast, bag 
lunches, showers and laundry services 
for approximately 30 homeless guests 
(mostly women and children).  This will 
be the eighteenth year our church family 
has pulled together and volunteered a 
total of over 10,000 hours of service and 
donated many items to make our CARI-
TAS program a success. 

CARITAS is the largest shelter program in 
Richmond and was created to handle the 
overflow from the shelters during the 
cold months.  If not for CARITAS, hun-
dreds of men, women and children 
would be forced to sleep in the frigid 
weather and go without meals. 

For our week to be successful, it will re-
quire a team effort from our church 
family and the community as we donate 
needed items and volunteer our time.  
This is a great opportunity for classes, 
groups, families and youth to get in-
volved.  If you have any questions, 
please call Meredith Holden at 350-
4252. 

 

 

This is another opportunity provided by 
your S.A.L.T. Ministry.  

Fairmount scheduled to host a week 
of CARITAS from January 23rd-30th. 

Baby Dedication - Sunday January 17, 2010 for all children born in 2009  
Submit Your Baby's Picture by January 11th so that it may be included in a special Baby Dedication Publication.  
You can bring a photo to the church office to be scanned (and returned) or email photos to 
cbranch@fairmountchristian.org.  Families will be recognized at the service of their choice on January 17th and 
the congregation will be given the opportunity to pray for and encourage them.  Please RSVP to the church of-

fice and let us know which service you will be attending.  A special section of seats will be reserved for Mom, Dad & Baby.  You will 
all be introduced, along with any grandparents present, and presented with a small gift.  A letter with more information will be sent 
out soon to all those families that we are aware of that had new additions in 2009. 
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cally.  Numerical growth and growth in 
programming calls for growth in facili-
ties as well. 

Folks around the church laugh at me for 
calling our latest building addition here 
at Fairmount a shed.  Compared to the 
building we built here in 1993 and the 
addition we built 10 years later, it is a 
shed.  But a shed is a good thing.  A shed 
will help me accomplish my home mis-
ǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ нлмлΦ  ! άǎƘŜŘέ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
us accomplish our mission here at Fair-
mount. 

As we enter the last week of our Christ-
mas/New Year fund drive, I hope you 
have been thinking about our addition.  I 
hope you have already supported the 
drive financially, or are planning to.  Yes, 
the current addition is indeed pretty 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ōȅ CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ  .ǳǘ ƛǘ 
moves our mission forward.  It allows us 
to move some activities from other 
parts of the building and our Activity 
Center so we can get them ready for 
expansion.  It allows us a tiny bit of 
breathing space for expanding more of 
our ministries.  It gives us a little time to 
get our ducks in a row so we can begin 
to undertake the next project ς one that 
will bring significant opportunities for 
challenge and growth.  It keeps us mov-
ing forward in some uncertain economic 
times. 

By this time 2011, I hope we have our 
new fellowship space paid off ς or are 
pretty close.  With this fund-raising cam-
paign, with the amount of our monthly 
budget going toward expansion pay-

I have a mission for 2010.  It all begins 
with my garage.  I have a one car garage 
ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ŎŀǊ όƻǊ Ǿŀƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 
case) will not fit in.  I want her to be able 
to get her van in the garage so that on 
cold, wintry, hot, balmy days ς she can 
get in without getting her feet wet, 
scraping ice off the windows, or burning 
her hands on the steering wheel.  My 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ 
into our garage. 

bƻǿΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ  
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ 
there because I have loaded the garage 
with junk.  You would be thinking incor-
rectly.  My garage contains standard 
operating equipment:  lawn mower, 
spreader, ladders, bicycles, grill, recy-
cling buckets, shelves for tools and toys, 
workbench, etc.  That stuff has got to go 
ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ .ŜǘǎȅΩǎ Ǿŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜΦ 

My strategy for accomplishing that in 
2010 involves getting a shed.  Sheds 
ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŀǇΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎŀǾπ
ing and putting aside the necessary 
funds (and doing without a few lunches) 
to get that thing paid for, built, deliv-
ered, and in use.  With this strategy, my 
garage mission of 2010 will be accom-
plished. 

Our mission at Fairmount is to develop 
followers of Jesus who love God, love 
people, and introduce the world to 
Christ.  Part of accomplishing that mis-
sion is being committed to growth.  We 
are a church that is committed to 
growth.  As our congregation grows 
spiritually, we will also grow numeri-
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ments, and with a potential fund-raiser 
next Christmas, this building project will 
be quickly behind us.  In the meantime, I 
look forward in 2010 to Fairmount For-
ward and our church leaders moving 
forward with the next expansion. 

¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
matter if my home shed gets build this 
year.  It is actually pretty inconsequential 
in the scheme of things.  But I am genu-
ƛƴŜƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άǎƘŜŘέ ƻǳǊ 
church is building.  It is another step in 
providing more space for more people to 
hear more about Jesus - it is another 
step in furthering our mission. 

By: Rick Raines 

Goal: $200,000 
Received: $195,127 
Still need: $4,873 

Now through January 10th. 
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A Year with the Bible 
With the start of the new year, take the opportunity to 
ōŜƎƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ōȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

entire Bible in a year.  Bible reading plans for 2010 are 
available in the front lobby and office. 

Habitat Home Building Project Continues 

M ore than 40 men and women 
from Fairmount have been 

among the 160 people who already have 
worked on building two Habitat homes 
in Ashland.  Another workday is sched-
uled for 8:00am on Monday, January 18, 
2010, and Fairmount Christian Church 
hopes to have many more of its mem-
bers and friends on hand to help com-
plete the two homes.  If you can help, 
please contact David Armistead (746-
3023) or Chris Santasiere (559-8070 or 
366-9117).  Pick up the Habitat forms at 
the church office if you have not previ-
ously registered and received directions 
to the site. 

This labor of love will enable two needy 
families to have a new home with a very 
low mortgage rate from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and much assistance 
and guidance from the Mechanicsville 
Habitat for Humanity.  Please come and 
be a part of this exciting endeavor to 
ǎƘƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
fellow man. ƴ 

Community Focused & Globally Minded 
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Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
best viewed online 
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Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to Ed & Fay Bowen.  

Ed & Fay transferred membership. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: January 3, 2010 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 

8:15  Worship Service:  103 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  мт 

 
9:30 Worship Service: 414 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ рф 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  224 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ мнл
 Breakaway:  101 
 
Total:  1,038 
Bible School: 641 

 

Budget Requirements: $32,070.00 

Budget Receipts: $32,970.94 
 

Our 

The Forecaster is 

Your Church Staff: 

This Sunday: 
ά! [ŜǘǘŜǊέ 

Next Sunday: 
ά! .ƭƻƎέ 

Happy New Year! 

2010 

mailto:%20info@fairmountchristian.org
http://www.fairmountchristian.org

