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Christmas Card 
Post Office 
Be sure to check for your 
Christmas Cards at the Christmas 
Card Post Office table in the front 
foyer 

Next week is Fairmount’s 
Christmas Production of “The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever”.   

Show times are: 
Thursday, 12/10 - 7pm 
Friday, 12/11 - 7pm 
Saturday, 12/12 - 2pm & 7pm 
Sunday, 12/13 - 4pm 

A New Way of GIVING 

New opportunities to give to the church will 
begin soon.  Right now you can go online to 
the church’s website 
(fairmountchristian.org) and sign up for 
online giving through your checking or sav-
ings account.  In December, you’ll receive 
your offering envelopes in the mail in time 
for the January 2, 2010 Worship Service. 

bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΧ 
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t the end of December, offering en-
velopes will be available for  2010.  
However, instead of countless boxes 
of offering envelopes being on dis-

play in our hallways, they will be mailed out every 
60 days for you to use.   

Mailing out offering envelopes throughout the 
year has been found to increase giving by 12% to 
26%.  In last year’s budget numbers that would 
amount to $196,291.08 to $425,297.34.  Even a 
10% increase in giving would be enormous for our 
church ministries and would facilitate an acceler-
ated expansion schedule.  

(Continued on page 2) 

New Opportunities to give will help not only the Church, but those who give. 

Beginning with this 
week’s issue, you can 
access website links 
mentioned here in the 
Forecaster to go to the 
websites mentioned in 
the stories.  They will 
typically be underlined 
and in a blue font. 

http://www.fairmountchristian.org
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A New Way of 

In addition to the new schedule of offer-
ing envelope distribution, Fairmount has 
inaugurated its online giving program 
where one can give via the internet 
through their checking or savings ac-
count.  The online giving can be set up 
as often as you like at whatever amount 
you desire.  It is done over a secure 
internet connection through a company 
the church has contracted with. 

The service, which you can sign up for at 
our website (fairmountchristian.org), 
will prompt you to create a user account 
and then you will be able to fill out the 
required information for the e-giving 
service.  You can use your checking or 
savings account and tell the service how 
much you want to give, how often and 
select to give to the General Fund, Mis-
sions, or Expansion. 

After that, just be sure that you have 
sufficient funds in the account you are 
using and the rest is automated.  You 

(Continued from page 1) can log on to the e-giving and stop, suspend 
or cancel your account at anytime. 

With an increasing amount of financial trans-
actions becoming electronic, it is only logical 
to give the Fairmount family the opportunity 
to give financially to the church electroni-
cally.   

With the new way of giving being offered 
here at Fairmount, it is hoped that the need 
to be stewards of God’s blessings will be on 
the forefront of our minds.  God has richly 
blessed us with so much and it is often over-
looked, often unintentionally, to give back.  
So much of the ministries of this church is 
based on the financial giving of each one of 
us.  If we can make it simpler to give, then by 
all means we should.   

The first set of envelopes will be mailed this 
month.  If you do not receive them and 
would like to be added in the next mailing, or 
have questions about the e-giving, contact 
Veronica Brewster at the church office 
(phone: 559-8070 or email:  
vbrewster@fairmountchristian.org). 

In the meantime, please use the generic 
white envelopes provided in the backs 
of the pews and chairs in all Worship 
Services. 

With the state of the economy it is as 
important as ever for us all to remember 
that we cannot allow ourselves to cut 
the church from our budgets.  We can-
not treat it like a frivolous expense such 
as a night out or a cup of coffee at Star-
bucks, it is as essential as paying the 
power bill or keeping food on the table.   

While that is easier said than done, we 
cannot overemphasize how serious giv-
ing to the church is.  You and your family 
must pray and seek God’s will on how 
you can and will give back to Him.  This 
is a united effort that we all must take 
part in to ensure that we are fulfilling 
our responsibility to spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ around the our 
neighborhood and around the world. ƴ 

GIVING 

http://www.fairmountchristian.org
mailto:%20vbrewster@fairmountchristian.org
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On Sunday Oct 25, 2009 our Bible school 
lesson was called "Opting Out" and was 
based on Mark 10: 17 thru 31.   It's story 
was a familiar one about the "Rich 
young ruler" and his question to Jesus 
on what did HE lack that would keep 
him from being saved.   A question we 
all struggle with each and every day.  Oh 
no!  We dare not ask it out loud, but 
inwardly we always want to 
know………….don't we? 
 He stated that he had obeyed the 
commandments since a boy.  So, he 
wanted know what else he needed to 
do.  Proud of his accomplishments……Of 
course! as we would likely be.   However 
it became evident by the answer that he 
received from Jesus that his wealth was 
his stumbling block.  So he had in reality 
not obeyed the first two command-
ments "Thou shall have no other Gods 
before me" and "You shall not make for 
yourself any idols"   His wealth was both. 
 Aren't we guilty of the same things?  
WHAT ?  We're not R..I..C..H ?  
………..Think again.  While we're making 
comparisons, think about yourself and 
than we know about those in Haiti, Af-
rica, Russia, India, China.   Even our poor 
are rich when compared to these coun-
tries and when we compare our selves 
to them…….How  rich we really are! 
 We need to look at our riches.  They 
include not just money in the bank, but 

our homes, cars, boats, summer cot-
tages, clothes, credit cards ……..What 
about these? 
 As we came to church one evening 
back in October to help with the Fall 
Festival , we were blessed with so much 
natural beauty and of such magnitude 
that it was almost inconceivable.  The 
brilliant reds, glowing yellows , and or-
anges blended with the soft browns and 
tans of the trees.  All these against the 
fresh green of the evergreens with a 
backdrop of light gray skies that had 
produced light showers. These made 
each color stand out like nothing I can 
remember seeing before. 
 Why were these so striking?  I'm not 
sure, but they brought to mind our very 
life cycle.  Why ? Well it makes us think 
(hopefully) how our lives began. The 
spring brings new life in the form of 
many plants in the earth and many dif-
ferent personalities in our children as 
they come into our world.  As the trees 
and plants grow, they generate fresh air 
into our world, as do our children.  As 
the trees grow in girth, with limbs and  
leaves, they produce shade and cooling 
for us day to day.  We should, as we ma-
ture, do the same for others.  Help shel-
ter them from the storms of life by shar-
ing the joys and strength we gain in our 
Christian life.  Bring them to Christ, 
where they will find the peaceful 

strength that calms and cools our 
heated lives. 
 God created the natural elements 
that we take for granted, to give us shel-
ter and beauty.  He sent his Son to add 
to that, salvation and joy beyond belief.   
He offers a gift beyond anything we can 
comprehend.  What's the cost to us?  
Our love, devotion and a willingness to 
serve him each day of our lives as best 
we can.  But what about the storms of 
life?  Will he give us total protection 
from them?  No,   He does promise that 
when the storms come, like a big strong 
tree can survive a lighting strike, we too 
can survive in His strength.  Oh, yes! 
We'll have a scar or two, but we can and 
will be stronger. 
 Now it's autumn.  Not only for the 
trees, but for many of us it is the au-
tumn of our lives.  Are we, or have we 
become a life tree of unmistakable 
beauty or just a dull brown. Have we 
done more than just grow in size, but 
done little to make our surroundings 
beautiful?  As my leaves turn, will others 
see the brilliant colors of a fruitful life 
for Christ?   Oh how I dream that that 
will be true!   Those that have been 
trees of strength and beauty, that have 
given shade and cooling to our lives at 
Fairmount, have been many.  There are 
the many teachers that have put up with 
us or our “less than attentive children" 
and the list goes on and on. 
 Our lives will end, we hope, with 
brilliant colors not just dull browns. As 
we leave the tree of life and, like a leaf 
float down to the earth from which we 
came, may we yet reflect the brightness 
in the sunlight that Christ has given our 
lives.  May others “see our light" so that 
they may also "Love God, Love people 
and bring others to Christ"  Then the 
colors of our lives will be enjoyed by all. 
ƴ  
 

by: Jim Lewis 

God’s Beautiful Trees 
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Love God, 

Introduce the world  
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 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
best viewed online 
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Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to Ben, Patti, Sydney & 
Zackary Beach.  Ben, Patti, & 
Sydney transferred membership 
and Zackary was baptized. 
 
Welcome to Shawn & Amber 
Nadeau.  Shawn transferred 
membership and Amber was 
baptized. 
 
Welcome to Brandon Tyler.  
Brandon was baptized. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: 11/22/09 & 11/29/09 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Your Church Staff: 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 

8:15  Worship Service:  151 | 133 
 Children’s Worship:  19 | 19 

 
9:30 Worship Service: 467 | 438 
 Children’s Worship: 70 | 58 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  245 | 255 
 Children’s Worship:  97 | 100 
 Breakaway:  61 | 74 
 
Total:  1110 | 1077 
Bible School: 630 | 572 

 

Budget Requirements: $32,070.00 

Budget Receipts: $30,124.50 | 
$30,239.10 

Our Change of Address 
reminder: 
Remember that our mailing 
address has changed.  Any mail 
sent to our street address will be 
returned to sender. 
The new mailing address: 
Fairmount Christian Church 
PO Box 788 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

The Forecaster is 

mailto:%20info@fairmountchristian.org
http://www.fairmountchristian.org

