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Daylight Saving Time 
ends this weekend.   
Be sure to set your 
clocks back one hour 
before Sunday morning. 

Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church  Wednesday, October 28, 2009 -  Volume 62, Number 42 

WE KNOW WHAT ITΩS LIKE 
Those who find their way to church need to know that 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻƻΣ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƭƛǇ ǳǇ 
on the road of life. 

-PAGE TWO 

Shovel Ready 
DǊƻǳƴŘ .ǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ 

blessings on our church family.   

Exciting news to be announced this Sunday. 

- Page Three 
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I  made a poor choice and needed help.  
Last month I was invited to speak at a 

ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ƻƴ άDǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘέΦ  L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
closely because with summer drawing to a 
close, I knew it would be one of the last 
chances I would have to take a long trip on 
the bike this year.  With sunshine pre-
dicted, I left Monday morning headed for 
Claypool Hill, Virginia.  Yes, I checked my 
tires, and yes, the front one was well-worn.  
No steel belt showing or anything, but I 
ƪƴŜǿ LΩŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻƻƴΦ  .ǳǘΣ 
like we do with sin, I rationalized.  I said, 
ά!ǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀȅǎ ŘǊȅΣ ǎƭƛŎƪ 
tires have more grip than grooved ones; 
ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŘǊŀƎǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ b!{/!wΗέ  {ƻ L ƘŀǇπ
pily headed out.  Ignorance is bliss.  When 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
head back northeast, I continued south-
west.  See, I was less than 100 miles from 
the college where my oldest daughter is, 
ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΣ άLΩƭƭ ǎƭƛǇ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΣ 
surprise her, take her to dinner, and head 
ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ .ǳǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ŀ ōƛƪŜǊ 
ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƛǊŜ ƭŀǘŜƭȅΚέ  L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ 
sure enough, it was a LOT worse after 400 
miles of interstate and mountain back 
roads.  Trying to look tough I said to this 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƛƪŜǊΣ ά¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǎƭƛŎƪǎΗ 
LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛƴŜΦέ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά5ǳŘŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Řŀƴπ
gerous.  You need to get that tire replaced 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŜŀƭŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻΦέ  L ŦŜƭǘ Ŧƻƻƭπ
ish and a little sheepish.  At 49, I should 

know better.  Turning to leave, the biker 
looked over his shoulder at me and said, 
όƴƻ ƪƛŘŘƛƴƎύ άLΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΧέ bƻǿ 
I was scared. 
I drove slowly and carefully and found a 
ŘŜŀƭŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƛǊŜ 
in stock.  He told me of a big dealer in Bris-
tol and if I hurried, I could make it before it 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ άƘǳǊǊȅέ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƛƴ 
mind.  I felt pressured, to get to the dealer 
in time, nervous about the dumb tire, and 
very foolish for getting into this mess. I ar-
rived at Exit 5 in Bristol and found the 
dealer at 4:57pm.  But their sign said they 
would be closed the next day.  Oh man.  I 
walked in and the parts guy said, yes, he 
just got the correct tire in yesterday, did I 
want them to install it now?  ABSOLUTELY!  
L ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άhƘ ǿŀƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
5:00pm.  All the mechanics are gone.  And 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦέ  bƛŎŜΦ Dƻǘ Ƴȅ 
hopes up, and then dashed them on the 
ǊƻŎƪǎΦ  άLΩƳ прл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜέΣ L ǎŀƛŘΣ 
άǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƛǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
calling for rain tomorrow.  Could a me-
ŎƘŀƴƛŎ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ǿƘŀǘπ
ŜǾŜǊΚέ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳȅ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƻƳπ
pany policy.  Insurance issues, etc.  Then he 
told me to hold on, he ran to the service 
manager and asked if anybody was still in 
the shop.  After explaining my predicament 
to the service manager, the guy relented 
and radioed the shop.  I heard somebody 
ǎŀȅΣ άaŀǊƪΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪΧέ aŀǊƪ ƭƛǎπ
tened to the sob story and after hearing it 

was the FRONT tire (easier to swap on a 
bike than the rear) he agreed to do the job.  
At 5:34pm they gave me back my keys with 
a brand new tire.  I thanked them profusely 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜȅΣ ǿŜ ǊƛŘŜΣ ǘƻƻΦ  ²Ŝ 
ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜέΦ 
With the clouds gathering, I left Bristol.  An 
hour later I was in Johnson City, having 
supper with my daughter, and thanking 
God for Atlas Yamaha in Bristol.  Riding 
home the next morning (in a steady, pour-
ing rain with Food Lion bags taped over my 
boots) I thought about the church.  People 
come to us in desperation, more than they 
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ άƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ 
try the church hoping to find acceptance 
and help with life.  They come feeling pres-
sure to get their life repaired, nervous 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻπ
rate without maintenance, and foolish for 
getting themselves into this mess in the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭŀǘŜ όƛƴ ƭƛŦŜύΦ  
And what they need may be inconvenient 
ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ 
with them like Atlas Yamaha dealt with 
ƳŜΚ  ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIŜȅΣ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻƻΦ  ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜέ 
Thanks Atlas.  And thanks, unknown biker 
who prayed for me! ƴ 
 
Walker Gaulding is Senior Minister of Rap-
pahannock Church of Christ in Warsaw, 
Virginia.  He grew up here at Fairmount 
Christian where his parents and sister still 
attend. 

WE KNOW WHAT ITΩS LIKE 
Those who find their way to church need to know 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƻƻΣ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ 

to slip up on the road of life. 

By: Walker Gaulding 



ƶOur new sermon series,  
άe2 : Elemental Elementsέ 
continues this Sunday.  
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WE KNOW WHAT ITΩS LIKE 

ƶ  The Elders of Fairmount 
will host an informational 
meeting will be held on 
Sunday, November 1 for 
anyone interested or curious 
about the new governance 
structure of Fairmount 
Christian Church.  This 
meeting will be in the 
Sanctuary at 6:00pm. 

Shovel Ready 
Celebration of new 

construction this 
Sunday as the 

Fairmount Family 
comes together to 
thank God for His 

blessings. 

If You Could Change Your Life by Reversing Your Biggest Regrets, Sorrows and 
Mistakes...Would You? 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ CŀƛǊπ
mount Book Club 
selection asks. #1 
New York Times 
bestselling author 
and renowned ra-

dio and television host 
Glenn Beck delivers an instant holiday clas-
sic about boyhood memories, wrenching 
life lessons, and the true meaning of the 
gifts we give to one another in love. 
We weren't wealthy, we weren't poor τ 
we just were. We never wanted for any-
thing, except maybe more time together.... 
When Eddie was twelve years old, all he 

wanted for Christmas was a bike. Although 
his life had gotten harder τ and money 
tighter τ since his father died and the fam-
ily bakery closed...Eddie dreamed that 
somehow his mother would find a way to 
have his dream bike gleaming beside their 
modest Christmas tree that magical morn-
ing.  
What he got from her instead was a 
sweater. "A stupid, handmade, ugly 
sweater" that young Eddie left in a crum-
pled ball in the corner of his room. 
Scarred deeply by the realization that kids 
don't always get what they want, and too 
young to understand that he already 
owned life's most valuable treasures, that 

Christmas morning was the beginning of 
Eddie's dark and painful journey on the 
road to manhood. It will take wrestling with 
himself, his faith, and his family τ and the 
guidance of a mysterious neighbor named 
Russell τ to help Eddie find his path 
through the storm clouds of life and finally 
see the real significance of that simple gift 
his mother had crafted by hand with love in 
her heart. 
Based on a deeply personal true story, The 
Christmas Sweater is a warm and poignant 
tale of family, faith and forgiveness that 
offers us a glimpse of our own lives τ 
while also making us question if we really 
know what's most important in them. ƴ 

T he Fairmount Family is invited to 
attend a brief, service celebrating 

the blessings of God in the form of our 
new facility expansion project 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ άƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎέ 
will be held following the 11:00 am 
Worship Service on the ground of the 
construction site behind the Sanctuary.   
This is a celebration of the wonderful 
blessings God has given Fairmount over 
the past one hundred years as He has 
allowed us to grow beyond the confines 
of our last construction project at the 
turn of this century.  

Phase 1 of this construction will soon 
begin and in a matter of months, the 
Fairmount Family will not only be 
enjoying the benefits of this 
Ministry/Fellowship area, but also will 
be preparing for the next phase in our 
expansion as we work towards the 
expansion plans outlined in this 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 
Also this Sunday, the church family will 
be informed of exciting news that will 
ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǳǇƻƴ 
our church family. ƴ 

FEATURE: October 28, 2009 
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Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to Kathie Barnes.  

Kathie was baptized. 
 

Welcome to Joey Delice.  Joey 

was baptized. 
 

Welcome to Adam Saunders.  

Adam was baptized. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: Sunday, October 25, 2009 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Your Church Staff: 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 

8:15  Worship Service:  144 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  му 
 
9:30 Worship Service: 444 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ ср 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  273 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  фо
 Breakaway:  63 
 
Total:  1100 
Bible School: 609 

 

Budget Requirements: $32,070.00 

Budget Receipts: $32,308.09 
 

Our Wednesday Night Supper Menu 

November 4th: 

Chili w/ chips, salad. 
. Served with rolls and dessert OR fruit. 

Served from 5:00 pm until 6:15 pm.  
Reservation cards will be available in all 

Worship Services. 

Good News Class to set up and serve. 
The Walk Class to clean up. 

The Forecaster is 


