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ƹOur sermon 
series, 
άtǊƛƳŜǘƛƳŜ 
CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎέ 
continues this 
Sunday by 
looking at the 
1980s. 

In the blink of an eye, a bolt of lightning creates 
headaches all across the Fairmount facility. 
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ƹCurrent debt 
obligation has 
dropped below 
$60,000 to 
$56,961.  Keep 
using the green 
envelops to give to 
debt reduction. 
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ά! ōƻƭǘ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎΣ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ 
never know when or where it's ever 
Ǝƻƴƴŀ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΦ ά  

Words uttered by the immortal time 
ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊΣ ά5ƻŎέ 9ƳƳŜǘǘ 
Brown in the 1985 film, Back to the Fu-
tureΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ 5ƻŎ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ Ƴŀπ
chine was inadvertently used by his 
young friend Marty.  Marty found him-
self trapped in the year 1955, thirty 
years in the past for him.  Oh, and the 
time machine that propelled him into 
the 1950s used plutonium to traverse 
the space-time continuum, something 
not easily obtained in the mid 50s.   

So Doc theorized that the power needed 
to take Marty and the time machine 
back to 1985 could be harnessed from a 
bolt of lightning, if only they knew when 
one would strike.  By the hand of time, 
Providence, or movie script writers, 
Marty had the answer as to when a bolt 
of lightning would strike.  The court-
house clock tower in their town was hit 
by lightning on November 12, 1955...just 
one week away!  So Doc was able to 
come up with a plan to harness the 
power of the lightning and send Marty 
back to the future. 

This past summer, we here at Fairmount 
sure do wish someone from the future 
had been here to warn us when a bolt of 
lightning was going to strike.  

Because it happened, lightning struck 
the church in the very early hours of July 
27.   Some of you may have heard about 
it, some may not...but you all felt the 

aftereffects of our lightning strike.   

Lightning can be a scary thing.  We all 
know children (and maybe some adults) 
who get a little uneasy when a storm 
approaches with thunder and lightning.  
I am always amazed when a lightning 
storm can light up the night brighter 
than day.  My grandmother and great-
ŀǳƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ 
Brunswick County, VA and along the 
roof are tall lightning rods to deflect 
strikes from hitting the house.  Even 
here at Fairmount, the original 1993 
building has lighting rods at the peaks of 
the roof.  Lightning is a serious thing, it 
is a powerful force of nature created by 
God that is always to be respected.  To 
think that God created the Earth to pro-
duce electricity on the magnitude of a 
lightning bolt, with temperatures hotter 
than the surface of the Sun, it humbles 
me to realize the power of our Lord. 

The power of lightning is a macguffin in 
many science fiction (sci-fi) stories.  A 
macguffin is "a plot element that 
catches the viewers' attention or drives 
the plot of a work of fiction."  (i.e. the 
lightning bolt in the aforementioned 
Back to the Future movie) 

Writing about our experience with light-
ning reminded me of several instances 
when the power of lightning advances 
the story of science fiction heroes, or 
villains (see opposite page). 

In each instance in the sci-fi stories, 
lightning is used to create something or 
help something along.  Unfortunately, 

life did not imitate art because the light-
ning bolt that struck the church was 
quite destructive. 

On that Monday morning we found our 
ǇƘƻƴŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ 
some computers were damaged, certain 
computers could not access the inter-
net, oh and one very critical piece of 
equipment failed that early morning - 
the air conditioning.  In certain parts of 
the building, the lightning had knocked 
out HVAC units just as we were entering 
the dog days of summer.  I know some 
of you suffered through the heat the 
following Sunday. 

When lightning struck the building, it 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
can see physical evidence on the actual 
building.  It more than likely hit one of 
the communication lines coming into 
the building, creating havoc on our elec-
tronic devices.  Over the course of the 
next few weeks, we began to learn and 
discover the extent of the damage that 
lightning can do.  It destroyed several 
control nodes for our HVAC system 
prompting an inspection of all of them 
across the building.  A task more daunt-
ing in the summer heat as our attics are 
not climate controlled.  We learned that 
the lightning found its way to our Sanc-
tuary projector, knocking it out of com-
mission and requiring a new one to be 
installed (which is why we went several 
weeks without slides in the 8:15 & 11:00 
am services). 

We had to replace nearly a dozen tele-
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Lightening was used to bring to life Universal 
tƛŎǘǳǊŜΩǎ Frankenstein, which was released 
in 1931 starring Boris Karloff as the creation 
of Dr. Frankenstein. (note: in the original 
story by Mary Shelley, it was never told how 
CǊŀƴƪŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ) 

Lightening was needed to supply the 
power to help Marty McFly escape 
the 1950s and return to his home 
year of 1985. 

Secret military robot, Number 5, was 
struck by lightning and came to life in the 
1986 film, Short Circuit.  Escaping the test 
lab, Number 5 names himself Johnny 5 and 
befriends an animal-loving woman named 
Stephanie. 

Dr. Sam Beckett, travelling in time by 
leaping into the lives of others, was struck 
by lightning enabling he & his holographic 
observer from the future, Al, to trade 
places sending Sam home to 1999 and Al 
ǘƻ мфпр ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜǎΣ ά{ƘƻŎƪ 
¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǇ .ŀŎƪέΦ 

phones and the entire telephone net-
work computer that handles the direct-
ing of calls and our voicemail system.  
Computer network switches that had 
been fried by the lightning had to be 
replaced along with two computers.  It 
took most of August to really get a reali-
zation for how the lightning impacted 
our HVAC system. 

The heating and cooling units are oper-
ated by a central computer, which in 
turn communicates with computer 
nodes which are located all throughout 
the building.  The lightning fried the cen-
tral computer, and then took out several 
ƴƻŘŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ 
fascinating about it is the nodes are in 
sequential order, so a signal from the 
central computer to, say, node 8 must 
pass through nodes 6 and 7.  The light-
ning, somehow took out node 6 and 
node 8, but had no affect on node 7.  It 
ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ άƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ 
be so destructive to one node, yet leav-
ing intact the node it had to pass 
through to get to the node it de-
ǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΚέ 

It truly shows that lightning is a power 
rendered by God.  Lightning is a force of 
nature that man has encountered for 
millennia and yet we still are as in awe 
of it today as we were centuries ago.  
Perhaps it is because it just seems to 
ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΣ ƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
destruction it can create as evidenced 
by the recent troubles here at church.  
Man has in some fashion associated 
lightning with the power of God, and 
even if it pales in comparison to the true 
power of God, it is a good visualization 
for us. 

As of this writing, there may still be a 
few lingering effects from that strike 
from two months ago, yet we move on.  
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ 
new construction which is exciting and 
will help us to witness another form of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  hǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
in God is leading us to expand our facil-
ity so we may expand our ministry and 
that is truly a showing of the power of 
God.  
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The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: Sunday, September 27, 2009 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Your Church Staff: 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 

8:15  Worship Service:  148 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  мт 
 
9:30 Worship Service: 388 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ тм 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  255 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  мнс
 Breakaway:  84 
 
Total:  1089 
Bible School: 622 

 

Budget Requirements: $32,070.00 

Budget Receipts: $30,392.95 
 

Our 

Change of Address 
reminder: 
Remember that our mailing 
address has changed.  Beginning 
November 1, any mail sent to our 
street address will be returned to 
sender. 
The new mailing address: 
Fairmount Christian Church 
PO Box 788 
Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

Wednesday Night Supper Menu 

October 7: 

Salisbury steak, w/potatoes & vegetable.  
Served with rolls and dessert OR fruit. 

Served from 5:00 pm until 6:15 pm.  
Reservation cards will be available in all 

Worship Services. 

Christian Homemakers Class to set up 
& serve/Reflections of Him Class to 

clean up. 


