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Blessed Be Your Name 
Whatever it is that prompts the suffering, there 
are some common human responses ς sadness, 
pain, sense of loss, despondency, grief.  For the 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΧŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
¦bŎƻƳƳƻƴΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ς 
ǇǊŀƛǎŜΧΦ μ  wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ - Page 3 
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I can see CLEARLY now... 
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By: Chris Santasiere 

I have never forgotten the feelings I had 
the first time I put on my glasses.  I 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǾƛŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ 
or the details that I could now see.  I 
could see individual leaves on trees.  I 
could see street signs from far away.  I 
could read the clock on the VCR.  I did 
not realize how blurred my vision had 
become until I had the proper lenses in 
place to clarify my vision.   
 For several years, Fairmount 
Christian Church functioned under a 
blurred vision.  Our leadership knew 
what our core values were and the 
direction that we were going as a 
congregation.  But, at the same time, 
those core values and direction were 
not being clearly communicated to the 
congregation at large.  Over the last few 
years, our leadership has undergone the 
process of putting on the proper lenses 
to help us clarify Fairmount Christian 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ DƻŘ-given vision.   
 In January and February of this year, 

wƛŎƪ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǳƴǾŜƛƭŜŘ CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ 
series of sermons.  We culminated this 
series of sermons by having the 
ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴ ŀ ά5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ 
mission and vision.  Hundreds of people 
throughout our congregation signed the 
ά5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ 
unity and determination to work 
together for the purpose of 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
Fairmount.  
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ 
literally and figuratively, of why 
Fairmount exists and where God is 
leading us as a congregation.  You will 
notice when you walk into the front 
doors of the church that there are four 
banners hanging in the foyer.  There is 
also a set of banners hanging behind the 
stage in the Family Life Center.  Each 
banner corresponds to a section of 

ƹThe four banners detailing Fair-
ƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
hang in the foyer at the front en-
trance of the church. 

CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƛƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ά5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ƴŜǿƭȅ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΣ 
beside the banners in the church 
foyer.   
 As we get ready to launch into our 
Fall ministries and activities at 
Fairmount, this is an ideal time to go 
over our mission and vision: 
 
CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ:  The 
purpose of the Fairmount Christian 
Church is to develop followers of 
Jesus who love God, love people and 
introduce the world to Christ.     
 This statement sums up why we 
are here.  This statement is derived 
directly from Scripture: Matthew 
22:37-39.  We exist to bring people 
into a relationship with Christ, 
instilling in them a deep love for God 
and other people so that they will in 
turn introduce others all over the 
world to Jesus Christ. 
 
CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ:  We see 
Fairmount Christian Church as a 
multiplying body of believers 
impacting the community and world 
for Christ.   
This will happen as Fairmount strives 
to be:  

Bible Centered  
Committed To Growth  
Community Focused & Globally 
Minded  
Dedicated To Excellence 

 
 hǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ wƛŎƪΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ 
and leadership, is currently in the 
process of developing a strategic plan 
for the four areas of the vision 
statement.  The strategic plan will 
serve to give us even more clarity of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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DƻŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΦ   
 This is an incredible time in the life of Fairmount Christian 
Church.  All of us, as a congregation, are blessed to be a part of 
ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ 
keep our eyes on our God-given mission and vision for 
Fairmount.  ƴ 

(Continued from page 2) 

CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ 
ά5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ŜƴŎŀǎŜŘ 
and hung in a beautiful 
frame that can be 
opened so that more 
people can sign it.  A 
special thanks to Scott 
Compston, Jack 
Raybourne and Ken 
Tanner for their work in 
displaying the 
ά5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Vision banners in the 
foyer. Ʒ 

J ob 1:21 says, The LORD gave and 
the LORD has taken away; may 
the name of the LORD be praised.  
Before the drama today (In the 

Dark), we sang a song called Blessed Be 
Your Name.  That particular song has im-
pacted me personally in some powerful 
ways.  Over a year ago, Paul Tucker, 
CǊŜŘŀ aŎLǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƻƴ-in-law and the wor-
ship minister at the Northside Church in 
Yorktown, passed away suddenly.  I 
watched at his memorial service as his 
wife and sons sang that song while they 
worshipped ς openly and demonstra-
tively.  Right around the same time, con-
temporary Christian singer Steven Curtis 
Chapman, had a tragedy in his life as his 5
-yr. old daughter was killed in a freak ac-
cident.  I watched a video of that memo-
rial service, and what song did the family 
choose to have sung?  Blessed Be Your 
Name.  Recently here at Fairmount, the 
song Blessed Be Your Name was the 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ wƛŎƪΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
service for Ronald Hairfield. 
 What is it about this song that brings 
such comfort during times of loss?  Matt 
Redman, the composer of the song sheds 
some light on that question with these 
words ς It struck me how little a vocabu-
lary we have in church worship music to 

respond appropriately in dark times of 
life.  We all face seasons of pain and loss. 
And in those times we need to find our 
voice before God. The church, and indeed 
the world, needs songs of lamentation.  
Many believe the Book of Job is about 
suffering.  I think it's really about some-
thing much grander ς the sovereignty of 
God ς of which suffering is a subcategory. 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ м ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
gave and the Lord has taken away. May 
the name of the Lord be praised." 
 Today and next Sunday we are focus-
ƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ άǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦέ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
something universal about suffering ς 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
that explored in our drama this morning, 
ƻǊ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ 
suffering ς ά{ǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ²Ƙŀǘ Lǎ wƛƎƘǘέΣ 
which is what Mike Langley will be 
preaching about this morning ς or 
ά{ǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ²Ƙŀǘ L .ŜƭƛŜǾŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
what Harry Gill will be preaching about 
next Sunday.  Whatever it is that prompts 
the suffering, there are some common 

human responses ς sadness, pain, sense 
of loss, despondency, grief.  For the Chris-
ǘƛŀƴΧŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŀǊŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ¦bπ
ŎƻƳƳƻƴΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
ς praise.  That is NOT a natural response 
during times of suffering.  It is a super-
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΧŀƴ ¦bŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǊŜπ
sponse.  In Acts 5, the apostles were 
flogged, and verse 41 says, The apostles 
left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they 
had been counted worthy of suffering 
disgrace for the Name.  bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ 
¦bŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ  WƻōΩǎ 
response to his suffering was UNcom-
ƳƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ¦bŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǊŜπ
sponse in the song (Something More) 
ǘƘŀǘ aŜƎ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊ ǎŀƴƎΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
UNcommon response in the song, Blessed 
Be Your Name.  In the good times and in 
the bad times, God IS sovereign.  He is on 
the throne and can handle any situation 
that comes our way.  ƴ 

By: Tracy Thomas 

Note: The following was presented at the 9:30 am Contemporary Service by Tracy 
Thomas this past Sunday, August 16. 


