IN- = 1¢): .3 Blessed Be Your Nam Book Club

Whatever it is that prompts the suffering, thefe Contact the Church office
are some common human responsgsadness to obtain a copy of this
pain, sense of loss, despondency, grief. For[ti# YzyidkQa .221
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Bringing youhe life of Fairmount Christian Churc




| & The four banners detailing Fair-
|Y2dzyiQa Grarzy §i
hang in the foyer at the front en-
trance of the church.
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By: Chris Santasiere wh O1
| have never forgotten the feelings | had
the first time | put on my glasses. |
O2dzZ RyQli oSt AS@S &
or the details that | could now see. |
could see individual leaves on trees. |
could see street signs from far away. |
could read the clock on the VCR. | did
not realize how blurred my vision had
become until | had the proper lenses in
place to clarify my vision.

For several years, Fairmount
Christian Church functioned under a
blurred vision. Our leadership knew
what our core values were and the
direction that we were going as a
congregation. But, at the same time,
those core values and direction were
not being clearly communicated to the
congregation at large. Over the last few
years, our leadership has undergone the
process of putting on the proper lenses
to help us clarify Fairmount Christian
/ K dzND Kdvén viBienR

In January and February of this year,

pagdWO

series of sermons. We culminated this

FFFANNAY D |
g2NJAYy3 G261 NR
mission and vision. Hundreds of people
throughout our congregation signed the
G5SOt I NFGA2YE AY |
unity and determination to work
together for the purpose of

Fairmount.

LG A& AYLISNI GA@S
literally and figuratively, of why
Fairmount exists and where God is
leading us as a congregation. You will
notice when you walk into the front
doors of the church that there are four
banners hanging in the foyer. There is
also a set of banners hanging behind the
stage in the Family Life Center. Each
banner corresponds to a section of
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beside the banners in the church
foyer.

As we get ready to launch into our
Fall ministries and activities at
Fairmount, this is an ideal time to go
over our mission and vision:

Cl ANN2dzy (1 Qa a:AThed A
purpose of the Fairmount Christian
Church is to develop followers of
Jesus who love God, love people and
introduce the world to Christ.

This statement sums up why we
are here. This statement is derived
directly from Scripture: Matthew
22:37-39. We exist to bring people
into a relationship with Christ,
instilling in them a deep love for God
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world to Jesus Christ.
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impacting the community and world
for Christ.

T¥sovl Napper as Refrmaoupt triges
to be:

+ Bible Centered
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¢ Community Focused & Globally
Minded

i K I+ ( DegigateRTD #xpallenge 2 4 S

hdzNJ AdGF FFX dzyRS!
and leadership, is currently in the
process of developing a strategic plan
for the four areas of the vision
statement. The strategic plan will
serve to give us even more clarity of

(Continued on pagg



the name of the LORD be praised.

Before the drama todayrg the
Dark, we sang a song call@&lessed Be
Your Name.That particular song has im-
pacted me personally in some powerful
ways. Over a year ago, Paul Tucker,
CNB Rl a Oina8 ahldtae wor2 y
ship minister at the Northside Church in
Yorktown, passed away suddenly. |
watched at his memorial service as his
wife and sons sang that song while they

Jte: The following was presented at the 9:30 am Contemporary Service by Trac
)mas this past Sunday, August 16.

ond appropriately in dark times of human responseg sadness, pain, sense
e all face seasons of pain and loss. of loss, despondency, grief. For the Chri:
n those times we needto findour GAF Y XTF2N) a2YS2y S 41
2 before God. The church, andindeedO2 YY2 Yy XU KSNB A& |y
orld, needs songs of lamentation. ¢ praise. Thatis NOT a natural response
ny believe the Book of Job is about during times of suffering. It issauper-
fiering. | think it's really about some- Y I (1 dzNJ £ NBalLl2yaSxt
hing much grandec the sovereignty of sponse. In Acts 5, the apostles were
Godc of which suffering is a subcategory. flogged, and verse 41 sayidje apostles
Il GKS SyR 2F OKI Ll Bf\Nthesdankeilrin ddjoiiagbecausekie
gave and the Lord has taken away. May had been counted worthy of suffering
the name of the Lord be praised." disgrace forthe Nameb 2 ¢ G K I
Today and next Sunday we are focus- ! b 02 YY2y NBalLkRyas
Ay3a 2y GKS (G2LIAO 2 7T respande®cths Blifeyird) dvas UNobri- S
something universal about suffering Y2V O ¢KFiQa GKS al
GKSUKSNI A0Qa LISNEA 2 Yy spbnseirdidfe EdddgS@imgtairky MargzO K
that explored in our drama this morning, G KF G aS83 {6AGT SNJ &l
2N 6KSUKSNI AGQa | Y BNNBnmarLdSephseE ik he sorijesdSed
sufferingca { dzZF T SNA y 3 T 2 NJBe KouriNane#n thevdodKimies and in
which is what Mike Langley will be the bad times, God IS sovereign. He is o
preaching about this morningor the throne and can handle any situation
G{dZFFSNRAY I F2NJ 2 KI (thatcom&SburBaghS ¢ = 6 KA OK
what Harry Gill will be preaching about

next Sunday. Whatever it is that prompts

worshippedc openly and demonstra- :
the suffering, there are some common

tively. Right around the same time, con-
temporary Christian singer Steven Curtis
Chapman, had a tragedy in his life as his
-yr. old daughter was killed in a freak ac-
cident. | watched a video of that memo-
rial service, and what song did the family
choose to have sungBlessed Be Your
Name. Recently here at Fairmount, the
songBlessed Be Your Namas the
GKSYS 2F wAOl Qa
service for Ronald Hairfield.
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and hung in a beautiful

frame that can be

opened so that more

people can signit. A

V&K <Hecial tharks to Scott

Compston, Jack

Raybourne and Ken

Tanner for their work in

What is it about this song that brings
such comfort during times of loss? Matt
Redman, the composer of the song sheds[ie]EWVIle Rl

some light on that question with these
wordsc It struck me how little a vocabu-
lary we have in church worship music to
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Vision banners in the
foyer.3
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This is an incredible time in the life of Fairmount Christian
Church. All of us, as a congregation, are blessed to be a part of
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keep our eyes on our Geglven mission and vision for
Fairmount.y
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