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By: Lauren Marshall 

T 
hank you all for the warm wel-
come home from Poland!  
Tara Hanlon, Mike and Tina 
Langley, Jo Ann Miles, Melanie 

Savage, and I had such an amazing trip 
during which we were truly blessed by 
God.  There were numerous occasions 
when I could simply feel the outpouring 
of prayer and love on us, but even I was 
not prepared to see God at work as much 
as I did while I was there.  From easing 
through customs, to flights with no de-
lays, to things as simple as all our team 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ōŀƎǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
first off the conveyor belt to allow us to 
make flight connections, God was at 
work in large and small ways during the 
entire trip. 
The People:  I met my very first Polish 
friend in the airport when Sophia greeted 
us at the door to usher us onto the van 
that would become our tiny home for the 
next few days.  Immediately I felt like I 
ƘŀŘ ƳŜǘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 
Getting settled was easy with the help of 
our guide, translator and friend, Zosia.  
She graciously took us for a tour around 
Warsaw, both the old city and the new 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ άŜǾƛƭέ 
that lurks around every corner in the cit-
ies of Poland: Polish ice cream!  I do not 
think a day went by that first week that 
we did not see ice cream at least once. 
In the old city of Warsaw, we met an-
other soon-to-be dear friend, Wayne 
Murphy.  He coordinated our trip with 
PCM and traveled with us to various loca-
tions.  We visited several churches spon-
sored by PCM in those first days along 
with some of the historic sites in Poland. 
In Lublin, Poland we met more friends at 
Iƻǎŀƴƴŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΦ   ½ƻǎƛŀΩǎ 
husband, Mark, is the minister there.  
Hosanna has just found a permanent 

residence by signing a 3-year lease for 
the building they are using.  It is a fa-
cility with one main room, used for 
their worship service and two small 
classrooms.  At Hosanna they realize 
the problems around them, including 
a huge alcoholism problem, and not 
only do they worship God there, they 
embrace and love all who come to 
them indiscriminately.  On any given Sun-
day, anyone can walk in the doors of Ho-
sanna and be greeted with a smile that 
ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 
The first Sunday we attended, a gentle-
man who had never been to their church 
joined their congregation and despite the 
smell on his clothes or the condition he 

was in, the people of Hosanna welcomed 
him in and made him feel as one of their 
own.  This church amazed me with the 
raw love of Jesus that they showed to all. 
The Place:  We learned much of the his-
tory of Poland, which is very important in 
understanding where they are now.  Po-
land has been a small country, a divided 
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country , and even a non-existent country 
during the past two centuries.  It has suf-
fered from Nazi invasion and occupation 
followed by Communist rule.  Their coun-
try, under Communist rule, was not able 
to have even every day goods and many 
adults in Poland remember these days 
clearly. 
Catholicism has been a political and cul-
tural staple in Polish life.  Some even con-
sider being Catholic just as defining as 
being Polish.  We visited the many Catho-
lic churches in the area, and though 
beautiful buildings and amazing art, I 
could almost feel hollowness in the walls.  
The people who go to those churches 
need to learn and understand that Jesus 
died to save them and that He is the only 
way to heaven.  They need to know that 
the Bible is the only book they need to 
guide their lives, and they need to know 
that Jesus wants a personal relationship 
with them; He is the go-between be-
tween us and God. 
The Purpose:  As the first week drew to a 
close, we settled into the main focus for 
our trip ς to host a VBS for the people in 
Lublin.  On the bus ride to the church that 
Monday morning, it felt like my first bus 
ride to school, butterflies and all.  I had 
no idea how many children to expect or 
what various backgrounds the children 
would come from; but one thing I did on 
that ride was pray.  Oh did I pray!  One of 
my favorite verses in the Bible kept play-
ƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ άIŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΣ L Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭŜǎǎέΦ  L ǇǊŀȅŜŘ 
and prayed that these people would not 
see me, would not see any of the rest of 
our team, but that they would see Jesus. 
God is so faithful!  We had such a smooth 
flowing VBS it was almost unreal.  The 
VBS was much like at our church with an 
opening service, lessons, crafts, music, 
recreation, snack, and a closing service.  I 
was lucky enough to be in the music 
room with the kids and to sing with them 
for our opening and closing.  What a 
blessing to hear those children singing 
ōŀŎƪ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ  
The children loved their lessons with 
Mike (called Mikey by the kids) and Tina, 
and I never saw such proud little faces as 

those showing off their wonderful 
crafts, each with their own special 
touch. 
There were 59 children who came 
through our VBS.  Only about 10-15 al-
ready went to the church.  What an out-
reach!  Many had never heard of Jesus 
before and could not speak English, but 
they would still hug and greet us just 
like we were good friends.  These chil-
dren learned about Jesus and were able 
ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƻǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά WŜǎǳǎ 
ǎŀǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƳŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
about Someone who loves them more 
than they have ever been loved before.  
I thank God for doing such great things 
all around me during VBS. 
I had the privilege of giving out Bibles to 
some of the children who did not have 
them, and I have never felt so much like 
Santa Claus.  The Bible talks about hun-
ger and thirst for righteousness:  I saw it 
firsthand.  I was nearly tackled by chil-
dren trying to get Bibles from me before 
they left the closing day.  It was over-
whelming.  Hosanna and their ministry 
have an amazing opportunity to spread 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 
people desperately in need, and they are 
charging into the battle headfirst.  I can-
not wait to see what great things happen 
as they continue to serve the Lord.  God 
is doing big things in Lublin, Poland. 
Even writing this, I cannot put onto paper 

the emotion that comes with a trip like 

this.  I was truly 

blessed to see the 

work of my Father 

in such a needy 

place as Poland, 

and I am truly in-

spired to come 

home and to work 

even more fer-

vently in our own 

church to reach 

those around us.  

There are so many 

people around us 

who need Jesus: in 

Poland, in Virginia, in Mechanicsville.   A 

quote I heard just recently sums up our 

ƧƻōΣ άWŜǎǳǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƻ 

come to church but He did command the 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΦέ ƴ 
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Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to David, Julie and 
David Ballowe.  David, Julie 
& David transferred 
membership to Fairmount. 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: Sunday, August 9, 2009 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Your Church Staff: 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 

8:15  Worship Service:  120 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  ф 
 
9:30 Worship Service:  324 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ оф 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  224 
 /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ  мнп
 Breakaway:  62 
 
Total:  902 
Bible School: 566 

 

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00 

Budget Receipts: $26,519.36 
 

Our 

DARE TO SUFFER FOR WHAT IS RIGHT  
I Peter 3:13 - 4:6  

DARE TO BECOME A SERVANT 
 

 

Summer Sermon Series 

June 7 - August 30 

DARE TO SUFFER FOR WHAT I BELIEVE 
I PETER 4: 7 - 19 

No Sunday Evening Activities  

A reminder that there are NO Sunday 
Evening Activities in the month of 
August.  Continue to use the monthly 
calendar, website, or your Bible School 
announcements to keep up with any 
activities your small group or Bible 
Study may be doing.  Sunday Evening 
Activities will resume in September . 


