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Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church  

Fairmount’s Softball 
Teams conclude a 
successful season. 

- Page 3 

Last week we reported to you that the current debt on the most recent 
expansion project fell below $100,000.  This week, the debt has now 
fallen below $85,000 and as of this past Sunday is $83,174.   

The debt in December 2006 was $1,250,000.  This is when the current 
“Bridge to the Future” campaign began.  Since then the Fairmount family 
has aggressively worked to reduce the debt in order to begin our next 
round of building expansion which is slated to begin this fall .   

A reminder that money given in the green envelopes goes to debt reduc-
tion and to the continued efforts to expand not just our building, but our 
ministry in the community. 

Debt falls below $85,000 

from Rick - Page 2 
Some Random Thoughts  
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Ʒ “John Marshall ruined my 
life.”  Those words were ut-
tered from the backseat of my 
car last summer as the four 
Raines’ were touring some of 
Richmond’s historical sites 
and had pulled up in front of 
the John Marshall House on 
East Marshall Street.  I asked 
my daughter how on earth 
the fourth Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court had ruined 
her life.  I received a powerful 
soliloquy on how the length of 
time and amount of effort her 
U.S. History class had spent 
on the tenure of John Mar-
shall had made her life – for 
that period of time – unbear-
able.  It was fascinating.  
 That little girl will leave 
for her freshman year of col-
lege in two short weeks.  
Though the world of technol-
ogy means we can and will be 
in touch at the blink of an eye, 
I will miss her much.  I will 
miss her random soliloquies, 
her dry sense of humor at the 
dinner table, and, of course, 
her inspired piano playing.  
 Betsy and I enter a new 
stage in our life come mid-
August – the beginning stage 
of becoming “empty nesters”.  
The house got strangely quiet 
when Matthew left for college 
last year.  I can’t imagine 
what it will be like with both 
him and Erin gone.  But I 
know it will be another excit-
ing chapter to a book that we 
have enjoyed writing now for 
over 23 years. 

Ʒ Our Annual Congregational 
meeting generated some 
stimulating dialogue this year.  
I think it is a wonderful thing 
when a church family can 
grapple with ways to move 
forward, but do so in a sensi-
ble, prudent way.  I look for-
ward to getting this first phase 
of our expansion underway.  It 
will take a continued commit-
ment from God’s people to 
maintain and grow our minis-
tries as we expand our facili-
ties.  Those things go hand-in-
hand, don’t they?  Every time 
this church family has taken on 
expansion, God has blessed us 
with more opportunities for 
ministry.  I pray that never 
ceases.  
 Unless you do a lot of 
math in your head, you might 
have missed it that in July we 
met the budget for the month.  
Yes – in July – in this economy 
– in the summer.  We gave 
over $126,000 to the general 
budget – that doesn’t even 
include special mission offer-
ings or contributions to our 
building fund.  I think that such 
giving speaks to a great 
amount of excitement about 
what is going on here at Fair-
mount and it is a sign that peo-
ple are taking their commit-
ment to the Lord and His 
Church very seriously.  That is 
truly UNcommon!  

Ʒ Earlier this year, the Elders 
asked me to consider formu-
lating a “study break” - take 

some time to get away from 
the office – get away from the 
phones and the duties here – 
and spend time working on 
sermons, doing some strategic 
planning, and working on 
items that take more effort 
than I can afford in a given 
week.  I am going to take that 
study break here in August.  
Because I am combining that 
with my vacation, I will be 
away from Fairmount most of 
the month.  This is a new thing 
for Fairmount, so I’m sure it 
will require some “bugs” to be 
worked out, but I appreciate 
the Elders giving me this op-
portunity and I appreciate 
your support.  
 I have lined up an exciting 
list of guest preachers in my 
absence – you know and love 
them all.  Joe Thompson, Mike 
Langley, Harry Gill, and Chris 
Santasiere will be preaching 
the Word and continuing the 
UNcommon theme in my ab-
sence.  You may not want me 
back!  Please be here to sup-
port them and to be encour-
aged by these Godly men.  

Ʒ I hope you are having a 
blessed summer.  It has flown 
by.  From Vacation Bible 
School to the Big Build to mis-
sion trips to teen trips to 
church camp … it has truly 
been an UNcommon summer.  
Imagine what God is going to 
do here in the fall! ƴ 

Some Random Thoughts... 
By: Rick Raines 
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No Sunday Evening 
Activities in August 
A reminder that there are no Sunday 
Evening Activities in the month of 
August.  Continue to use the monthly 
calendar, website, or your Bible School 
announcements to keep up with any 
activities your small group or Bible 
Study may be doing. 

Sunday Evening Activities will resume 
in September . 

Richie Hale, Jeremy Bosdell, Hunter Omohundro, 
Wayne Bosdell, Willis Sharp, Evan Hollins, Gray 
Hollins, Frank Dressler Jr., Shawn Nadeau, Rob 
Skelly 

Not Pictured: Matt Colwell, Mike Drake, Mike 
Fritter. 

Fairmount #1 

Fairmount #2 

Fairmount 1 won first place in the “C” Division of 
Hanover Men’s Church Softball League and their 
tournament vs. the “B” Division. 

Fairmount 2 won first place in  the “E” Division of 
Hanover Men’s Church Softball League and their 
tournament vs. the “D” Division. 

This season, Fairmount sponsored four softball teams - three men’s 
teams and a women’s team.  Each team represented not only Fair-
mount but Christ in how they conducted themselves on and off the 
field.  Thanks to all those who participated and all those who sup-
ported our teams this season.  If you would like to participate in a 
softball team next year, look for information in the Forecaster as 
the 2010 season approaches. 

Fairmount Sponsored Softball Teams 

CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ aŜƴΩǎ {ƻŦǘōŀƭƭ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ǿƛƴ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 

Donnie Goodman, Carson Williams, Jason Bruf-
fey, Kevin Haley, Kevin Capehart, Jeremy Sears, 
Butch Parrish, Dustin Marshall, James Foster, 
Rob Rigman, Joe Thompson, Bob Weirup.  
Not Pictured:  Scott Helfert, Jim Mallory, Kenny 
Mitchell, Andy Philpot 



NONPROFIT  

AUTO  

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

RICHMOND, VA  

PERMIT #1479  

6502 CREIGHTON ROAD 

MECHANICSVILLE, VA  23111 

PHONE: (804) 559-8070 

FAX: (804) 559-8072 

EMAIL: 
INFO@FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG 

Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 
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Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to Fred McGhee.  

Fred transferred membership 

to Fairmount. 
 

Welcome to Bill, Nikki and 
Madison Urie.  Bill 
transferred membership 
while Nikki and Madison 
were baptized. 
 

Welcome to Davis Ellenberger.  

Davis was baptized. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: Sunday, August 2, 2009 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Your Church Staff: 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 

8:15  Worship Service:  127 
 Children’s Worship:  14 
 
9:30 Worship Service:  418 
 Children’s Worship: 58 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  192 
 Children’s Worship:  108
 Breakaway:  56 
 
Total:  973 
Bible School: 574 

 

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00 

Budget Receipts: $33,446.64 
 

Our 

DARE TO LOVE OTHERS UNCONDITIONALLY  
I Peter 3:1-12  

DARE TO SUFFER FOR WHAT I BELIEVE 
DARE TO BECOME A SERVANT 

 

Summer Sermon Series 

June 7 - August 30 

DARE TO SUFFER FOR WHAT IS RIGHT 
I PETER 3:13 - 4:6 


