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A Hundredfold Blessing 
One blessing can start a domino effect of blessings. 

- Page two 

Someone’s life 
depends on you. 

Virginia Blood Services 
will be here on Sunday, 
August 9th from 9:30am
-1:00pm.  You must be at 

least 16 years old and weigh 110 lbs. or more to 
donate blood.  Sign up in Bible School class or 
the office so that VBS can plan for the 
necessary supplies and staff to bring for the 
day.  All donors receive a VBS t-shirt and are 
entered into a contest to win a $200 VISA Gift 
Card! 

Join Mike Langley and 
Freda McIver in examin-
ing grief and how it af-
fects us, our friends and 
our loved ones.  Life Af-
ter Loss will meet on 
Wednesday mornings, 
August 5th through Sep-
tember 2nd, from 10-

11am.  Each session will be educational, uplift-
ing and helpful in understanding the grief proc-
ess.  Please notify the church office if you plan 
to attend. 
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W 
hen I read Mark 10:29-
30 these days I think 
about my dad.  In this 
passage Jesus promises 

a hundredfold blessing to anyone who 
makes a sacrifice to 
follow Him.  He said 
anyone who leaves 
family or fields for his 
sake, “will receive a 
hundred times as 
much in this present 
age.”  
    I’ve lived to see 
that promise literally 
fulfilled in my fa-
ther’s life.  He wasn’t 
a very impressive 
looking man—he was 
only about 5’7”, a 
little pudgy, and 
balding.  He wasn’t a 
very talented man 
either.  He served as 
a church elder for 
years but didn’t have 
strong leadership 
gifts.  He served as a 

Sunday School teacher but wasn’t a 
good public speaker.  At his funeral 14 
years ago the preacher suggested that 
Jesus could retell the parable of the tal-
ents and use “Chap” Russell as an exam-
ple of a one talent man who made the 
most of his single talent…to love people. 
    My dad didn’t have a very impressive 
beginning either.  He was the 17th of 18 
children.  His mother died when he was 

three and his father, a coal miner, strug-
gled with alcoholism.  But at age 21 he 
married my mother, a dedicated Chris-
tian, and she took him to church and 
helped lead him to Christ.  Once my dad 
understood God’s grace he gave his life 
to Christ and never looked back.   
     He left the worldly life behind.  He 
tithed to the church even though his 
salary as a factory worker was limited 
and he had six children to provide for.  
He sacrificed time insisting that his fam-
ily be present at every Sunday morning, 
Sunday evening, Wednesday night, and 
two week revival service that took place 
at the church building.   
     When I was in the seventh grade my 
parents, along with four other families 
who were driving more than 15 miles to 
church, started a new congregation in 
the little town of Conneautville, Pennsyl-
vania (population 1,000) where we 
lived.  Thirty five people met in an old 
frame house on the main street and that 
meant giving up the Christian friends, 
the respectable church building, and the 
comfortable routine of the past. 
     But my dad loved that little church 
and sacrificed his tithe, his time and his 
energy (working with his hands to reno-
vate the building) for it.  Years later 
when I became a preacher I often told 
how a few years after that new church 
began an unprincipled preacher skipped 
town leaving a lot of unpaid bills.  My 
father didn’t want our church to have a 
bad reputation in the community so he 
went to the bank and personally bor-
rowed $2,500 and paid off all the 
preacher’s debts.  Then he took a sec-

ond job working in a sawmill to pay it 
off.  
      That was 50 years ago.  Today the 
Conneautville Church of Christ which 
now averages almost 175 in attendance 
has sent nearly fifty young people into 
Bible College and into the ministry.  
Many of those people’s children are 
now entering Christian service and the 
total number influenced for ministry 
probably exceeds 100. 
       Three years ago a wealthy member 
of the church I served donated $150,000 
to benevolent causes in honor of my 
dad and established a giving fund in his 
name.  A few months later he said to 
me, “I got to thinking about that story of 
how your dad borrowed $2,500 to pay 
off all the preacher’s debts and how 
God’s Word says he will bless those who 
sacrifice a hundredfold.  My wife and I 
really feel led of God to donate another 
$100,000 so that the total given away in 
your dad’s name will be $250,000—a 
hundred times the amount he gave to 
his church!”   As I thought about my un-
pretentious dad, tithing a meager salary, 
scraping to get by, I got so choked up I 
couldn’t speak.  I now rejoice along with 
my dad who is in Heaven that our Heav-
enly Father is true to His Word. 
     Jesus promised, "No one who has left 
home or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and 
the gospel will fail to receive a hundred 
times as much in this present age…and 
in the age to come, eternal life."   How 
good is that? ƴ 
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T 
he Fairmount Family is 
asked to remember in 
prayer our team that is 
currently in Poland on a 

two week mission trip with Polish 
Christian Ministries.  The group will 
be helping churches in Poland 
conduct Vacation Bible School 
programs for inner city children. 

Our team in Poland: 

 Tara Hanlon 

 Mike Langley 

 Tina Langley 

 Lauren Marshall 

 Jo Ann Miles 

 Melanie Savage 
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Beth Moore Simulcast at Fairmount!  
Aug. 28 th  & 29 th , 2009 ~ Tickets $25  

Tickets on Sale in the Front Foyer  

Sponsored by Fairmountõs Womenõs Ministry 

On the Sunday of 

Veteranõs Day this 

year, our church 

family would like to 

recognize all of our 

veterans who served 

during World War II 

or before.   

We will have a special time in our 

services to present each veteran or 

their spouse with a token of our 

congregationõs appreciation for 

their service in defending our 

freedom.  If you served during this 

period ð or your spouse served 

during this period ð please 

forward your name and a military

-era picture to the church office.   

Your picture will be returned.  We 

look forward to this special day.  

The Fairmount Book Club is currently 
reading Scandalous Truth by Monica P. 
Carter. 

 

Synopsis: Scandalous Truth is the story 
ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǎǘΦ  
Nikki is a housewife who has put her 
career on hold to take care of her family.  
{ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ τ well, not too much 
τ but sacrifices seem as if they are be-
ginning to mount as her husband starts 
working longer and longer hours and 
sometimes she feels just a little bit like 
she is the only one having to give up 
anything. 

 .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƛŘȅƭƭƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ bƛƪƪƛ 
has so carefully built is shattered when 
her husband runs for political office and 
suddenly the past she left far behind 
when she became a Christian resur-
faces...So what if a wife has a secret or 
ǘǿƻ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǎǘΚ  {ƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ 
all?  The answer will determine if this 
family can withstand its scandalous 
truth.  And will make you think about 
your own. 

 

The Fairmount Book Club will meet to 
discuss this selection on Sunday, August 
9.  If you would like a copy of Scandal-
ous Truth, contact the church office. ƴ 

Fairmount Book Club’s current selection 

S.A.L.T. Opportunity:  Haiti 
Medical Mission Trip ~ Febru-
ary 27 – March 6, 2010 ~ For 
more details, please attend the 
first informational meeting on 
Sunday, August 2nd at 3pm in 
Room 152 or contact Connie 
Davis at 730-2393. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUE STED 

Church: Sunday, July 19, 2009 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Your Church Staff: 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 

8:15  Worship Service:  108 
 Children’s Worship:  16 
 
9:30 Worship Service:  369 
 Children’s Worship: 62 
 

11:00 Worship Service:  194 
 Children’s Worship:  109
 Breakaway:  53 
 
Total:  911 
Bible School: 588 

 

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00 

Budget Receipts: $36,563.56 
 

Our 

DARE TO BELONG TO GOD’S FAMILY  
I Peter 2:4-12  

DARE TO LOVE OTHERS UNCONDITIONALLY 
DARE TO SUFFER FOR WHAT IS RIGHT 

DARE TO SUFFER FOR WHAT I BELIEVE 

Summer Sermon Series 

June 7 - August 30 

DARE TO PRACTICE GOOD CITIZENSHIP 
I PETER 2:13-25 

Elders: 

Randy Allard (Chair), Ken Powell (Vice 
Chair), Bob Massey (Secretary), Bill 
Bosher, Dwight Carlisle, Doug Currier, Ro-
land Greene, Larry Haake III, Sam Massey 
and Tommy Norwood. 

Deacons: 

John Baker, Scott Compston, Pete Davis, 
David Filegar, Richie Hale, Walter Hinton, 
Eddie Knapp, Mason Morrison, Chuck 
Stiff, Charles Thomas, Bob Weirup, Mike 
Banton, Tim Cancro, Billy Evans, Melvin 
Fields, John Land, Ron McLeod, Jim 
Thompson, Steve Winters, George Koger, 
Vince Lamantia, Jim Landes, George Miles, 
Dan Oliveri, Jack Raybourne, David Rice, 
Bill Tyson. 

Current Leadership 


