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T he seeds for the BIG Build were 
planted almost 4 years ago.  In the 

aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, Fairmount filled a tractor trailer 
completely full with supplies to be taken 
to Louisiana.  We sent a team of men 
with the supplies to unload the trailer 
when it reached its destination.  While 
in Louisiana, our team met a minister 
from Orange, Texas named Bobby 
Granger.  Orange, Texas sits on the Lou-
isiana and Texas border on the Gulf of 
Mexico.  A friendship and a partnership 
ensued.  Since 2005, we have sent nu-
merous work teams to Orange, Texas to 
work with Bobby Granger in rebuilding 
homes damaged or destroyed by hurri-

canes.  In September 2008, Hurri-
cane Ike ripped through Texas.  The 

damage in Orange was even worse than 
in 2005.  When the floodwaters re-
ceded, the mold and water damage 
made many homes unable to be re-
paired.   

CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ {Φ!Φ[Φ¢Φ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳ ƘŀŘ 
attended the National Missionary Con-
vention in 2007.  While there, we were 
introduced to Crossroads Missions and 
their ministry of building homes for 
those in need.  Mike Banton, our S.A.L.T 
team leader, saw an opportunity to 
team up with Crossroads Missions and 
help our friends in Orange, Texas.  In the 
aftermath of Hurricane Ike, we felt like 
the time was right to go forward with 
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This past Saturday, June 27th, over 400 

volunteers constructed 164 interior and 
exterior walls for 3 houses.  All the con-
struction took place in our church park-
ing lot.  We finished the construction in 
less than 3 hours!  The walls were then 
loaded onto a truck and are currently on 
their way to Texas.   

Thank you to all of the volunteers who 
served by cutting wood, building walls, 
housing our out-of-town guests, cooking 
and serving lunch, and loading the truck.  
Thank you to Mike Banton for his vision 
and leadership over this project.  Thank 
you to everyone who took pictures 
chronicling the event, especially David 
Minor who took aerial photos for us.  
The following pictures tell the story of 
the BIG Build.  It was a great day of ser-
vice!  Be sure to look for a story in the 
Mechanicsville Local on July 8 about the 
BIG Build. ƴ 

By: Chris Santasiere 
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ƶThe lumber had been cut on Friday 
night by approximately 50 volunteers.  
It was marked and laid out for our 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ŀ άǇƛŎƪ ƭƛƴŜέΦ   

ƶBrian and Dave, from Crossroads Missions gave us 
some instructions for the BIG Build.  We started off the 
morning with a brief time of worship and instructions in 
the Family Life Center.  

ƶAn aerial photo gives the view of the 
construction taking place in the parking lot.   

ƸThe BIG Build was meant to be a project that the whole family could 
do together.  Some of the most endearing images from Saturday are 
those of parents and children working and serving together.   

ƹHere are Dwight and Cole Carlisle 
working together.  

ƹWe had several of our teams composed of 
entire families.  Here is David and Sharon Filegar 
and their family.  

ƹ   Larry and Evan Brewster are picking 
up wood for their next wall to 
construct. 

ƹLisa Hare is 
showing her 
boys, Dalton 
and Alex how 
to take meas-
urements. 

ƹ Jerry and Teresa Hall and their family had a 
lot of fun building their walls. 

ƹ Anthony Barnes is showing his son, 
Evan how to nail the boards together. 

ƹ Jim Hill holds the 
boards tight so that his 
son Jimmy can hammer 
them together. 
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The BIG Build was a church-wide event.  Our volunteers ranged from age 2 to age 80.  During construction, jobs ranged 
from hammering to gathering the necessary lumber to picking up nails to taking proper measurements to using a chalk 
line and then hauling the completed walls either to the trailer or over to the field where one house was stood up for 
everyone to see.  Here are some pictures of our wide range of volunteers at work: 

ƶLori McGhee and Anne Baker  

ƶLilly and Scarlett Walker are using 
teamwork to take lumber to their site. 

ƶHunter Cheely is preparing to 
hammer a nail.  Watch out for your thumb!  

ƹCaleb Santasiere is 

showing his mom 

(behind the camera) 

how itõs done.   

ƶ Alexa Will |  Ƹ Audrey Ellenberger 

ƶ Charlie Horner looks ready to build another 
wall.  

ƶ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀƭƭ 
carrying it to be loaded onto the truck. 

ƶ Angie Fritter and her team 
proudly stand with the wall they 
have constructed.  

ƹRick Raines and his team 
stand by their handiwork.  

It took many people to load the walls onto the truck.  ƶ 


