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By: Sandy Thomas
| had anxiously anticipated this trip for several years. | was waiting for my son to be old enough to participate. For
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show as much enthusiasm. Neither of us knew what to really expect.

And so we were off to the Airport. The careful trip preparations really paid off as all our flights, layovers and reser-
vations met with very few glitches. Mexico started out looking much like the U.S. as far as landscape but the closer we got
to our destination and certainly the 1% work day exposed us to the poverty in which so many live. Our family was a family

(Continued on pagg

Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Churc



(Continued from padje

of 13; 10 children and 3 adults. The fa-
ther of the family (Mr. Vega) labored in
the fields along with 2 of his older chil-
dren. He gets paid approximately $11/
day (about $60-70/week) to support his
family. This convicted me as | brought
considerably more money on this 1
week trip just for my son and myself.
The children are the special angels in all
that we did. Their cheerful faces, their
willingness to help and their playfulness
allowed our team to really bond with
our family. The work was hard but so
joyful. And at the end of 4 days we dedi-
cated a new home to this beautiful fam-
ily we came to know and love.

| need to tell you about the
changed lives of the participants on this
trip. We had teens that had gone 2-3
and 4 times over the years, but they still

were deeply touched by this experience.

They willingly showed us newbies the
ropes, helped us understand the culture
and shared their love and passion for
the Mexican people. We newbies were
changed too; a new appreciation for the
many blessings we have, to not take for
granted the lives and country we live in,
to look for more opportunities to serve
others. | remained as excited and en-
thusiastic as when we started this jour-
ney. The better news is that my son was
just as excited and ready to do this all
over again. | cherish this trip as a special
memory that my son and | will share
forever. Thank you Jesus. y°
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By: Jessica Thacker

his is my second year going to Mex-

ico with the teen group and | really
enjoy it. The first year | went | was think-
ing that this would be fun but | was al-
ready ready to go back, but when | got
there it was like | was attached to my
family and kids and | didn't want to
leave. That's why | made the decision to
go again this year. It's a great opportu-
nity to not only make new friends and
have fun but to do something for people
who have way less than you'd ever
imagine. Last year my family lived in half
a trailer with a family of 6 and this year
my family of 13 lived in a nice sized area
but had nothing to do with it because of
their conditions. | loved being able to
see the family's faces when they saw us
arrive at their home and build them a
nice place to live and how much they
had wanted it. The mother had been
waiting 23 years for someone to come
and build her a house and I'm so grate-
ful that | was the one who had the op-
portunity to help give her one. y’
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Auditions for Christmas production begin SO0

By: Meg Switzer

hat do you get when the director for the annual

Christmas Pageant breaks her leg and the town bullies take

over the lead roles in the program? A recipe for disaster or
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play is based on the Barbara Robinson book of the same title and features the
dreaded Herdman family in the lead roles of the pageant. The production
dates are December 11, 12 and 13, 2009 and there will be a matinee and an
evening performance on December 12.

Auditions for the production will be held on Sunday, May 31 from
5:00-6:30pm in room 174-176. You may sign up on the bulletin board or con-
tact Meg Switzer (559-1263 or mswitzer@hcps.us) for an audition time. The
auditions are open to children ages 4-18. Those interested in auditioning will
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from Tracy Thomas or Meg Switzer. They will also be required to sign a com-
mitment contract in order to audition.

If you have questions about the audition process, please contact
Tracy Thomas or Meg Switzer. y
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All high school and college graduates, please let
the church office know the following information:

Youth Leader Meeting
to be held May 18th

A Youth Leader Meeting will be held on
Monday, May 18th at 7:00 pm in Room
178. This meeting is for all current
youth workers and is also open to any-
one interested in participating in the
Youth Ministry.
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A list of all the graduates will appear in the
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leave anyone out.
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If you have any questions about the
meeting, or require childcare for during
the meeting, contact Joe Thompson at
559-8070.

All graduates will be recognized during
the service of your choice on Sunday, June 7™

A luncheon in your honor will follow the 11:00 service. Please call 559-8070
or send your information to cbranch@fairmountchristian.org by June 5th.

** please send a baby photo and a graduate photo of each graduate! **
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

6502 CREIGHTON ROAD
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111
PHONE: (804) 559-8070
Fax: (804) 559-8072

EmAIL:
INFO@FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

Love God,

Love People .«
Introduce the world
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Our

Church: Sunday, May 10, 2009

Welcome

to our New Members.

Welcome to Ashley & Sarah

Repko of 9071 Auburn Grove
Court, Mechanicsville (23116).
Ashley & Sarah were baptized.

Welcome to Jason & Sandy

Whichard of 11331 Old Scotland
Road, Glen Allen (23059). Jason &
Sandy transferred membership.
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Attendance
& Giving.

8:15  Worship Service: 173

/| KAt RNBy Qa

9:30 Worship Service: 537
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11:00 Worship Service: 323
| KAt RNByQa
Breakaway: 60

Total: 1306

Bible School: 607

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00
Budget Receipts: $33,028.68

online

www.fairmountchristian.org
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Your Church Staff:

Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Mike Langley - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister

Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams-/ KA f RNBYy Qa aAyAadi
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator



