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Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church  

Fairmount Missions Focus: Good News Productions International 

Fairmount Christian Church has for years supported the efforts of Good News Productions 
International through our Missionary Team.  On Sunday, March 22nd, Mike Schrage who is 
the son-in-law of Good News Productions founder, Ziden Nutt, will be here to share an update 
with the Fairmount Family at 6:30 pm.  A love offering will also be taken for Good News Pro-
ductions. 

On page two is a history of the organization and the work they do around the globe.  If you 
have any questions about Good News Productions International please be sure to attend on Sunday night, March 22nd, or contact 

Jo Anne Bosher who is Fairmount’s liaison with Good News Productions. - Page 2 

Working with Christians Around The World To Design Culturally Relevant Tools of Evangelism... 

Update - Page 3 

Items needed for Haiti Medical Mission Trip 
Participants in the May 9 - 16 Medical Mission to Haiti will be taking men’s ties, women’s 
scarves, and eye lubricants (drops & salves) with them to distribute to patients.  If you can 
contribute to this effort, please place items in the collection box in the lobby near the library 
before April 24th.  Contact Carol Koger (746-8243) if you have any questions. 

Sermon Series continues  
this Sunday. 

If you are a sponsor of a Haitian child (either a new sponsor or someone who has been 
sponsoring a Haitian child for some time), please stop by the church office and pick up a 
short DVD that has some excerpts of Leon Dorleans (the Haitian Director of Field Opera-

(Continued on page 3) 

A Gift For You 
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We 
 serve a God who 
delights in rela-
tionships. Al-
though large or-

ganizations may result, God builds rela-
tionships. Through molding and shaping 
people, He shapes organizations. Good 
News Productions, International is one 
such organization He has molded and 
shaped through many relationships, but 
most dramatically through His relation-
ship with Ziden and Helen Nutt.  
 "Where have you been living?" 
Without giving Ziden time to reply, he 
bellowed, "Why haven't you come to me 
before now?" 
 Imagine the sense of opportunity 
Ziden and Helen Nutt felt when, after 
leaving family and friends in 1961 to go 
to Southern Rhodesia, Ziden was given 
the audience he desired more than any 
other for the future of their mission out-
reach – Chief Dandawa, The Chief over 
Seven Chiefs, the Paramount Chief of 
the Sinoia Urungwe area, agreed to 
meet with Ziden. Now, imagine the 
emotional pendulum swing that meeting 
caused. After Ziden shared the Gospel, 
Chief Dandawa almost violently 
shouted, “Where have you been living?” 
Without giving Ziden time to reply, he 
bellowed, “Why haven’t you come to 
me before now?” That reaction perma-
nently etched into Ziden’s mind the ur-
gency with which we must share the 
Gospel. Anyone who has heard Ziden 
speak knows how often he refers to Co-
lossians 4:5 and its instructions for “ . . . 
redeeming the time.” Now you know the 
rest of the story! 
 Another lesson God taught Ziden 
has become so much a part of GNPI that 
even the briefest description of the min-
istry mentions our determination to be 
culturally sensitive. When Ziden first 
began using filmstrips in remote areas of 

Africa in the 1960s, people flocked to 
see them. Any missionary would have 
been elated. But the elation turned into 
disappointment after disappointment. 
Despite crowds often in excess of 1,000, 
nobody responded. Discouraged, Ziden 
shelved the approach.  
 While working on the construction 
of Chidamoyo Hospital, Michael Nyan-
doro, a young man from the church 
asked, “Why don’t you show filmstrips 
anymore?” Ziden explained that while 
they drew big crowds, they were totally 
ineffective.  Nobody responded to the 
message. Michael made an astute ob-
servation. He said, “The audience is so 
caught up in the pictures of rich white 
men in big fancy houses they are not 
listening to the message. You’ve 
changed the soundtrack to our lan-
guage. Now, change the pictures to our 
local culture. The people will come, and 
they will hear the message.”  
Ziden began working with African lead-
ers in 1967 to produce culturally accu-
rate filmstrips and films photographed 
in local villages to illustrate the Gospel 
message.   
 The message itself was not just 
translated, but transferred to the lan-
guage, idioms, surroundings, and cul-
tural concepts of the local tribes.  
These materials quickly proved their 
effectiveness, not just in attracting 
crowds, but in communicating the Good 
News of God in the context of local lives. 
People responded. 
 Michael Nyandoro was right, and 
cultural sensitivity is permanently 
etched into the identity of GNPI—so 
much so that if we ever stop being cul-
turally sensitive we will cease to be 
GNPI! 
 When the medical needs of their 
youngest child, Lynda, required the 
Nutt’s return to the States in 1975, God 

led them to organize and found Good 
News Productions, International, and to 
begin producing culturally oriented 
teaching tools for missionaries in all cor-
ners of the globe.  Looking back, it’s easy 
to see God’s hand.  As Ziden and Helen 
labored side by side, and enlisted others 
with the same passion for missions but 
with diverse talents and skills, the con-
cept of “Many Methods, Many Cultures, 
One Message” began to bear fruits 
greater than humans had envisioned.   
Since then, their commitment has 
reached around the world through the 
ministry of GNPI. Ziden and Helen are 
special people of passion whose passion 
is for people! 
Today, what 
began as a vi-
sion to shine 
His light in the 
darkness on 
the continent 
of Africa has 
become a light 
for millions 
around the 
entire planet. 
 Good News 
Productions, 
International 
has a great history.  That history in-
cludes allowing God to grow us past our 
vision for the work toward His Vision. 
 In 1976, the GNPI vision was to de-
velop a center in Joplin, Missouri that 
could cooperate with individual mission 
efforts around the world to produce cul-
turally specific audiovisual teaching 
tools. 
 Today, GOD’S VISION through Good 
News (at least as He’s revealed it so far) 
reaches out through a network of ten 
strategic regional centers:  

Joplin, Missouri, USA (1975) 

(Continued on page 3) 

Information about Good News Productions International along with the graphics come from their website at www.gnpi.org. 

- Ziden Nutt 

http://www.gnpi.org/AboutUs/HistoryofGNPI/LyndaGayleNutt/tabid/156/Default.aspx


pagethree 
 

Damoh, India (1989) 
Chiang Mai, Thailand (1993) 
Nairobi, Kenya (1994) 
Piedras Negras, Mexico (1997) 
Manila, Philippines (1998) 
Simferopol, Ukraine (1999) 
One Restricted Access country 
(2002) 
Chandigarh, India (2003) 
Chennai, India (2006) 

 These centers have already pro-
duced media in more than 100 lan-
guages, implemented as ministry tools 
in over 100 countries.   More are 
needed. Today there are 7,148 lan-
guages being spoken in 193 countries!  
Six more centers are already targeted. 
Since our very first efforts, GNPI materi-
als have a reputation for biblical faithful-
ness and accuracy that extends far be-
yond the Restoration Movement.  As an 
example: NASA issued an invitation to 
American churches in 1977 to “promote 
goodwill among the nations” by broad-
casting biblical messages internationally 
via satellite. Thirty-seven denominations 
pointed to GNPI as the one source all 
could trust for pure Bible teaching. That 
precipitated another God-sized miracle. 
GNPI’s supporters raised more than a 
quarter of a million dollars in less than 
six months to purchase our own uplink 
station. The victory was for the sake of 
GNPI’s chief cornerstone, Jesus Christ, 
and our ultimate objective of making 
Him known! Since that time, a number 
of GNPI projects have been imple-
mented, distributed, and even sup-
ported by missions and ministries out-
side the Restoration Movement.  Good 
News Productions, International truly 
serves the church of Christ, transcending 
sectarian designations. ƴ 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

Softball Sign Ups 

tions) and others talking about our ministry in Haiti.  Anyone 
else who would like to have a copy of this DVD is also wel-

come to take one. 
  Your gift can be picked up from the church office any time during March.  The DVDs 
will be in a box marked "A gift to Sponsors of Haitian Children."  We hope you enjoy this 
gift, and we thank you for your love and support of our Haitian children. 
  Haiti Outreach Ministries is very happy to report that since our recent emphasis on 
sponsorship, Fairmount folks have sponsored 65 new Haitian children. ƴ 

(Continued from page 1) 

A Gift For You 

CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŦǘōŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳ 
this year ς contact Julie Ballowe (559-0288) 
or Angie Fritter (935-5318 or 339-4777).  The 
men will have two teams this year –contact 
Richie Hale at hhale@comcast.net or call him 
at 370-9894.  

aŜƴΩǎ DƻƭŦ ¢ǊƛǇ tƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŀȅ 
A men’s golf trip is currently being 
planned for May 28-30.  The trip will 
include golf at the Southern Pines, Little 
River, and Foxfire Courses in Pinehurst, 
North Carolina. 

The cost for the trip is $285, which in-
cludes three days of golf (with carts), 2 
nights lodging (2 bed / 2 bath condos, 
for 4) and breakfast.  An initial deposit 
of $135 is due at sign up with the re-
maining balance due by April 20th. 

Contact Charlie Thomas (752-6734) for 
information and sign up. 

Debt as of 12/2006 - $1,250,000 

Debt as of 3/2009 - $192,847  
Continue to use the green envelopes when 
giving to A Bridge to the Future. 

mailto:hhale@comcast.net
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PHONE: (804) 559-8070 

FAX: (804) 559-8072 

EMAIL: 
INFO@FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG 

Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 

Your Church Staff: 
Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 
8:15  Worship Service:  172 
 Children’s Worship:  15 
 
9:30 Worship Service:  428 
 Children’s Worship: 72 
 
11:00 Worship Service:  252 
 Children’s Worship:  135 
 Breakaway:  66 
 
Total:  1140 
Bible School: 653 

 

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00 

Budget Receipts: $36,060.05 
 

Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Our 
Wednesday Night Menu for 

March 18, 2009 
Parmesan Chicken w/rice and 

broccoli casserole.  Served 
with rolls and dessert or fruit. 

PB&J w/ chips for children. 

Seekers - setup, serve & clean up. 

 

Welcome to Ed & Sandy King 
of 7406 Longview Drive, 

Quinton (23141).  Ed & Sandy 
transferred membership. 

 

Welcome to Katie Hedrick of 

11225 Mill Place Terrace, Glen 

Allen (23060).  Katie was 

baptized. 
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