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By: Tracy Thomas

n the life of any church, there are
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dar ¢ Christmas and Easter. The

birth and resurrection of Jesus Christ
are undoubtedly two of the most impor-
tant events in all of history. Because of the
prominence of these two holidays in the
church, the stories are very familiar to all
Christians. The virgin birth, the journey to
Bethlehem, the manger, the angels and
the shepherds ¢ all are well-known events
and characters in the nativity story. The
cross, the stone, the empty tomb, the men
in white ¢ again, all are very familiar parts
of the resurrection story.

For ministers and music ministers, the
telling of those stories in new and fresh
ways each year is quite a challenge. What
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can a preacher say about these well-known
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presented that can tell the story from a
unique perspective? These are the same
jdzSadAazya GKFG ¢S
Christmas and Easter programs for the
church choir have been packaged for many
years now in two basic varieties. The Wor-
ship Choir here at Fairmount has pre-
sented both types of musicals in the 6 %2
years that | have served as Worship/Music
Minister. The first is the narrated musical.
The choir sings several songs which are
woven together with narration that
G02yySOia
rated musicals we have presented are: A
Midnight Clear; Above All Kings; Let All
Heaven and Nature Sing!; Eyes of Faith;

KIFayQi
2kiyfd oflbefisBnal AUKidaddtak cafde f S y Tever Triumphant!; Amazing Grace, My

GKS R20G4a¢

s e

-

-
—

The Child Who Changed the World; Sing
W& MoellesiisRNo OBt Ma& Ror-

Chains Are Gonend Tonight, Heaven
Touches Earthrhe second type is the dra-
@atiomiisizah Dhére afs btilBderabséhgs N
sung by the choir, but the story is told
through drama by actors on the stage. The
dramatic musicals we have staged are:

Bow the Knee; The Choiasg The Christ-
mas Post.

| am excited that this Easter, our Wor-
ship Choir will definitely have the opportu-
nity to share the Easter story in a fresh
way. We will present the story of the res-
urrdctfon ofl Kt in & differéddfoimat ¢ K
than we ever have before. The type of
musical we will be presenting is a praise &
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worship musical. Rather than narrators or
actors, the story will be presented through
the music itself, and sung in a more con-
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Typically, our choir musicals are accompa-
nied by a pre-recorded music track. This
musical will be accompanied by our Praise
Band, and there will be a Praise Team that
will sing on microphones, just like our
Praise Team at the 9:30 service does.

East to Wesk an extraordinary new
worship project from nationally-known
worship leader and multiple Dove award-
winning arranger Gary Rhodes. It com-
bines the best offerings from such re-
nowned songwriters as Third Day's Mac
Powell, Chris Tomlin, Tommy Walker, Reu-
ben Morgan, Darlene Zschech, Tim
Hughes, Bernie Herms, Vikki Cook, and
Steve Fee. Powerful and versatile, this pas-
sionate project not only celebrates the res-
urrection, but also issues a call to today's
church to make every Sunday Resurrection
Sunday.
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of East to Weswill be: Tracy Thomas, pi-
ano; Chuck Stiff, guitar; Mike Drake, bass;
Ron McLeod, drums; and Steve Krause,
saxophone. The singers, who will also pro-
vide the solo opportunities throughout the
musical will be: Janie Thomas, Rhonda
Holley, Meg Switzer, Janice Smither, David
Rice, and Kenny Holley. And, of course,
CFANX2dzyiQa 62yRS
be the foundation of the entire musical.

East to Weswill be presented on Sun-
day evening, April 5, at 6:30 in the Family
Life Center. | hope that our entire church
family will take the opportunity to cele-
brate the resurrection of Jesus by attend-
ing this musical presented by our Worship
Choir and Praise Team. And once again, |
want to remind you that this is a perfect
opportunity to invite your family and
friends who might not be willing to attend
a Sunday morning service. Y’

Softball Sign Ups

¥ Fairmount will havetwome n’ s

teams this year ¢ if interested contact

= # Richie Hale at hhale@comcast.net or call
% 5 hith at 370-9894.
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Shop at Ukrop's and use your UVC card between March 2 and March 28, 2009 and
SINYy D2fRSY DATU t2Aytaod PYNRLIQa 1S
program period, mails you a Golden Gift certificate. You can then donate your points
to Fairmount by turning your Golden Gift Certificate in to the church office. Fair-
mount will earn a donation based upon all receipts received which will be applied

to the General Fund.

D2t RSY
Cl A NJY 2 dzy

Snow Blankets Fairmount

NJF dzt

Photo, Rick Raines

The snow that covered the
Richmond area Sunday night into
Monday gave children area wide a
couple days off from school, and helped
make the Fairmount building look like a
picture postcard.

church office on Monday.

The church driveway was plowed
Monday afternoon allowing the church
office to reopen on Tuesday.

With temperatures forecasted to be
in the mid 60s to low 70s by Saturday,
the snow should be long gone before
services on Sunday. Y’

The late winter snow storm left
anywhere from 5 to 10 inches of snow
over the area causing Sunday evening
services to be cancelled and closed the
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

6502 CREIGHTON ROAD
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111
PHONE: (804) 559-8070
FAx: (804) 559-8072

EMAIL:
INFO @ FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

Love God,

Love People ..
Introduce the world
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Our

Church: Sunday, March 1, 2009

Welcome
to our New Members.

Welcome to Becky & Mitch
Bracey of 5487 Rainier Drive,
Mechanicsville (23116). Becky

& Mitch transferred
membership.

S.A.L.T. Book Drive for Overby-
Sheppard Elementary School: Please
drop off new or like new books for children
ages 4-11 in the Book Drive box located in
the front foyer through March 8th. For
more information, contact Courtney
Mullins at 675-9010. y°
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Attendance
& Giving.

8:15 Worship Service: 119
/| KAt RNBy Qa

9:30 Worship Service: 464
/| KAt RNBy Qa

11:00 Worship Service: 280
/| KAt RNBy Qa
Breakaway: 81

Total: 1160
Bible School: 643

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00
Budget Receipts: $31,900.12

online

www.fairmountchristian.org

Wednesday Night Menu for
March 11, 2009
Hot Dog w/ chili, baked
beans, cole slaw. Served with
, o Qs and dessert or fruit.
PB&J w/ chips for children.
2 2 NFEDhrR Walkysetypy serve & clean up.
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Your Church Staff

Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Mike Langley - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister

Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams-/ KA f RNBYy Qa aAyAadi
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator



