A note to readers...

See page 4 for information about
the next edition of the Forecaster

and the Christmas Card Post Office. \
b +

-

"
o ‘
Wednesday, December 17, 2008 - Volume 61, Numbe

&Y /.""
ra7 %

’ » %

V’ N ;

rF 4

)

Traditions at
Christmas
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Christmas at Fairmount™= Upcoming Event
This Sunday: - Just Us performs - 6:30 pm
December 24th: Christmas Eve Services - 3 & 5 pm.

Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church



By: Larry Haake, IV
don't know i f
I it seems to me that more people
are enjoying this Christmas sea-
son than in
lective attempt to distract us from cur-
rent event s,
stores to make a little extra money this
season or maybe people are just truly in
the Christmas spi
certainly enjoyed it. Christmasis a
grand time of year, a time of year when
we feel nostalgic for those days of yes-
teryear when things were a little sim-
pler; life was not quite as hectic. For us
i n Ri
everyone seems to listen to Lite 98, and
Il >’ m sure they

That feeling of nostalgia we get
at Christmas is, no doubt, due to the
traditions we have this time of year.
Traditions are a grand thing and help to
knit our families together even when
separated by tens or thousands of miles.
For many of us, Christmas traditions be-
gin the day after Halloween and carry on
until the New Year. | know in my family
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Pictured: Model railroad
displays in department

store windows like this in
New York’s Ci
Center have been a

Christmas tradition for

nearly a century. They

bring back the nostalgia

we feel this time of year.
Photo: Dunham Studios,

http://www.dunhamstudios.com/cititour.htm
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been gone some twenty years now.

mas tree at my parentsgoiNgdsiear it "
time around Election Day and I-Iook for- are such a blessing. Like | mentioned
preas td. t oMayhbae .i t 'Nso me&rﬁgfe\!\}e woWI@g%t%urttree a@tér &y
the case. Growing up, we had a tradi- Christmas parade each year, sometimes

it would even be on my birthday. We
would also go the James Center to see
the Christmas lights there and especially
S the mlodeIYaﬁroad layout on display in

the Christmas parade downtown then
afterwards head off to Rockville to cut

ber being little and carrying that saw

A ! the | obby of one o
and thinking h.o.w huge it was. Over the a sucker for model trains. Well, truth be
years the tradition changed and the tol d ' m i

Christmas tree showed up earlier, but
that’' s the beauty
aevolveiovargimeoaffid instilefender wh e n
memories in our hearts each year.

the topic for another time. Model

I‘EII’]S tha';/e%gcémte é S\(/)m@)osf of Chr‘ist
mas time almost as much as the tree,
wreath and mistletoe. | recall being
completely astonished that someone
had built a miniature version of Main
Street Station for that layout and a small
Chesapeake & Ohio steam locomotive
was chugging past it and actually giving
off smoke!

enjoy talking to people about Christ-
mases of years past when you and your
family may have dressed up in your Sun-
day best and headed downtown to see
the window displays at Thalhimers or
Miller & Rhoads. The massive displays
in those windows to herald in the Christ-
mas season are still talked about to this
day, even when those very stores have

Then there is the wonder of
Christmas itself and the traditions we
hold for that day. Now as a child, my
sister and | held strictly to the tradition



of getting up at 4:30 am and heading
downstairs to see what was awaiting us.
I think that was
dition on Christmas day as well. At least
| thought that it was until | was cor-
rected by them some years later.

Today, we keep many of those same
traditions and we have new ones. The
Christmas tree shows up earlier and is
artificial, but we enjoy it just the same,
actually maybe even more so. My sister
and | now wait to
house until after 9:00 am to open gifts,
and the prospect of new traditions and
the renewing of old traditions lay before
us now that there is a 14 month old in
the family.

As a church, Fairmount has
many Christmas traditions as well. You
cannot go to a Hanging of the Greens
service and come away without having
enjoyed at least a part of it. This church
loves to exchange Christmas cards with
each other and not bother the USPS
about it.
going to come to a Just Ugerformance
at Christmas, you better arrive 90 min-
utes before if you have any notion of
getting a seat
goes by either
Mountain Mission School or enjoy a
Choir performance or celebrate the
birth of our Savior at a Christmas Eve
service. Fairmount is even known to
make a few new traditions like Bible
School Classes going on tacky light tours
and my new favorite, doing a huge
drama production at Christmas every
now and again
Christmas 20009, I

In spite of all those traditions,
from the Christmas tree decorating to
the big productions at church, at no
time is the reason we do this forgotten
or put aside. We are celebrating the
birth of Jesus Christ who gives us the
hope of salvation. Recently, | was ad-

miring a photo of the Fairmount Family “Jesus is the
from 1943, You’' ve Smon"ddubatt ' sse g rt
the Bible School halblowdy; ilt'ms to

gregation standing in front of the old
building on Fairmount Avenue in the
city. |1 was impressed by the attitudes of
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the people in that picture, many of
whom you may know or per-

What struck me was that even |
after being in war for two years |5
and the sacrifices being made
at that time, the people still
looked happy and at peace.
While it may be due to the
photographer telling them to
smile and hold still, | tend to
d e inKe T4t SmyP €f
that in spite of economic de-
pression and war, there was
still hope in this world. That
hope is Christ. The folks at
Fairmount knew that then and
they know it now, we have
hope, not in a President or a
government, but in a Savior
who was born in a manger and
brought up as human to one
day die for e
something we shouldn't forget
this time of

don’t forget
shadow of Chr

h ial ion. Of
death, burial and resurrection. O Pictured above: Miller &Rhoads Department

Store ad from 1959.
Pictured Below: Shoppers crowd Broad Street

displayed by our friends and family in 1935

in that 1943 picture.

That tradition of re-
membering Christ is one in
which each of our families and
all of us as a church family will
continue to practice for all the

ys of our |

myself that the reason it seems
more people are showing that
“Christmas spi
times of trouble people tend to
turn to the Lord and we get a
sense of hope in that humility.
As cliché as it may sound to say

a family, at home and at

church, that truly shows that. A
Merry Christmas to you all and |
pray for all of us a happy New Year. Yy
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

6502 CREIGHTON ROAD
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111
PHONE: (804) 559-8070
FAx: (804) 559-8072

EMAIL:
INFO @ FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

Love God,

Love People ..
Introduce the world
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Church: December 14, 2008

A note to readers...

This is just a reminder that there will
be no edition of the Fairmount
Forecastepublished next week. The
next issue will be published on
December 31.

Also, a reminder that Christmas
Cards need to be turned in by this
Sunday, December 21 to the
Christmas Card Post Office in the
Main Lobby.
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Attendance
& Giving.

8:15 Worship Service: 172
Chil dren’s

9:30 Worship Service: 466
Children’s

11:00 Worship Service: 299
Chil dren’s
Breakaway: 70

Total: 1217

Bible School: 627

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00

Budget Receipts:
$27,302.95
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www.fairmountchristian.org
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BRIDGE
P

TO THE FUTURE
Christmas Campaign
s hi pGoal: $200,000

To Date: $100,028
s hi $till Néesl: $99,972
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Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Mike Langley - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister

Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams-Chi | dren’ s Mi ni st
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator
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