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Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church  

Christmas at Fairmount - Upcoming Events 
This Sunday: Worship Choir Special - 6:30 pm  
December 21st: Just Us performs - 6:30 pm 
December 24th: Christmas Eve Services - 3 & 5 pm. 
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I 
 hope your Christmas season has 
gotten off to a tremendous start.  
Mine sure did this past Sunday 
with a tremendous morning of 

Worship and a fantastic evening 
“Hanging of the Greens”.  I was chatting 
with a young mom in our church re-
cently and she said that she had looked 
forward to this year’s “Hanging of the 
Greens” service for seven years.  Be-
cause I am a guy and don’t think like a 
young mom, I thought that was curious, 
so I asked her why.  She said that seven 
years ago, when she and her husband 
first began attending Fairmount, she 
looked forward to the day when they 
would have a little boy or girl stand up in 
front of the congregation, wave at 
mommy and daddy, and sing at that ser-
vice.  Sunday, their three-year-old stood 
on stage (looking just like his daddy, I 
might add) to culminate her seven-year 
dream. 

That story amazed me.  What is it 
that is so wonderful about Christmas 
that makes us dream such dreams?  
What is it that makes this season so spe-
cial to families that they will travel so far 
to be with each other?  What is it that 
brings people back to church who have-
n’t been in months or years?  What is it 
that has the power to make us so gener-
ous and so other focused?  To be hon-
est, I am not sure I know the answer. 

Perhaps it is because that we under-
stand that this is at the core of our faith, 
and really at the core of the hope of the 
world.  Yes, Jesus’ birth, life, death, and 

resurrection are intricately connected.  
But none of it would be possible if He 
hadn’t been born.  And the fact that He 
came as a baby – the fact that we envi-
sion a peasant mother and father in a 
peasant little town – the fact that we 
sing songs of angels and mangers and 
gifts – all of those things combined 
make this a wonderful, almost magical 
season. 

Because Jesus is the hope of our 
world, this Christmas, Chris Santasiere 
developed a preaching series that dem-
onstrates the wonder-full intersection of 
our culture and the lessons of the Christ-
child.  We are in the midst of looking at 
some of the “classics” that many of us 
grew up watching on television and the 
Biblical lessons that they echo.  I hope 
you have watched “How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas”, “Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer”, and all the other 
Christmas classics in a different light. 

It is hard to imagine the secular 
world intentionally reflecting positively 
on the Gospel message.  Some do so 
purposely, like Charles Shultz with Char-
lie Brown – and some do so unintention-
ally, like Dr. Seuss and his Grinch.  But 
the truth and wonder and joy of the Bi-
ble ring clearly in so many of them.  I 
hope you will continue to enjoy these 
classics as we look at them the rest of 
December. 

I hope you will continue to celebrate 
the wonder of the baby who Scripture 
called “Immanuel” - God with us – Jesus. 
ƴ 

Wonder of Christmas  
The 
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Fairmount Book Club Reading The Legal 
Limit by Martin Clark 

The Fairmount Book Club will be read-
ing The Legal Limit for their January 
meeting.   

Synopsis: aŀǊǘƛƴ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪπ
able novel yet is the gripping, complex 
story of a murder cover-up that wreaks 
widespread havoc even as it redefines 
the concept of justiceτa relentlessly 
entertaining saga that delves deeply 
into matters at once ambiguous and 
essential. 
 While Gates Hunt chose to fight his 
abusive father head-on, his younger 
brother, Mason, eventually escaped 
their bitter, impoverished circum-
stances by earning a free ride to col-

lege and law school. And while Gates 
became an intransigent, compulsive 
felon, Mason met and married the love 
of his life, had a spitfire daughter, and 
returned to his rural hometown as the 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΦ .ǳǘ aŀǎƻƴΩǎ 
idyll is abruptly pierced by a wicked trag-
edy, and soon afterward his life further 

unravels when Gates, convinced that his 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ 
him from prison, attempts to force his 
ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ 
both sworn to take with them to the 
grave. And with his closest friend and 
staunch ally suddenly threatened by se-
crets of his own, Mason ultimately finds 
himself facing complete ruin and desper-
ately defending everything and everyone 
he holds dear. 
 Intricately plotted and shot through 
with authenticity, The Legal Limit is a 
roller coaster of moral relevance. What 
should govern our actions when family 
loyalty challenges personal integrity, 
when the letter of the law defies its 
spirit, and when fate plays dice with our 
best endeavors?  

If you would like to pick up a copy of  
The Legal Limit, call the church office.  
The Fairmount Book Club will meet on 
Sunday, January 11. ƴ 
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Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 

Your Church Staff: 
Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 
8:15  Worship Service:  146 
 Children’s Worship:  12 
 
9:30 Worship Service:  487 
 Children’s Worship: 82 
 
11:00 Worship Service:  303 
 Children’s Worship:  144 
 Breakaway:  63 
 
Total:  1237 
 Bible School: 714 

 

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00 

Budget Receipts:  
$35,761.67 

Welcome 
to our New Members.  

Welcome to Mark & Donise Boone of 
9281 Venus Drive, Mechanicsville 
(23116).  Mark & Donise transferred 
membership. 

Welcome to Rylee Evans of 7455 
Hartpine Court, Mechanicsville 
(23111).  Rylee was baptized. 

Welcome to Jason Faires of 4221 
Spring Run Road, Mechanicsville 
(23116).  Jason was baptized. 

Welcome to Cody Powers of 7103 Twin 
Girls Lane, Mechanicsville (23111).  
Cody  was baptized. 

Welcome to Chance & Collin Stone of 
8271 Hanover Grove Boulevard, 
Mechanicsville (23111).  Chance & 
Collin were baptized. 

Our 

Christmas Campaign 

Goal: $200,000 

To Date: $94,218 
Still Need: $105,782 
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