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Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church  

Be Sure to check out 
our special Block Party 
Edition of the 
Forecaster that was 
mailed this week. 

Area 10 Faith Community is born. 
Pictures and story, inside 
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interest in the church from the commu-
nity. 

Going to the first service of a church is a 
very exciting time.  After the initial awe 
from taking in the Byrd Theater, what 
struck me most in that theater was the 
energy present among the people wor-
shiping.  Looking around at the crowd 
of 238, you see a wide array of people.  
Dressed up people, causal looking peo-
ple and people who appeared to have 
just rolled out of bed; but in spite of 
appearances, there was one defining 
similarity among them all ς they were 
worshiping the Lord.  It was an awe-
some sight to see this new church fam-
ily begin its life. 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
been to the Byrd was that I fell victim to 
being a Richmond native.  And being a 
Richmond native, you take for granted 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
we live.  You rarely have the opportu-
nity to see a place through the eyes of 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƻǿƴΦ  Iƻǿ 
many of you have been to all the great 
places Richmond has to offer?  I know I 

I  
 ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƴŀǘŜπ
ness and opulence of the Byrd 
Theater when I entered there on 
Sunday.  Even though I have been 

born and raised in Richmond, I had 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜǘ Ŧƻƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΧ
ever.  That all changed on September 21 
when I attended the first worship ser-
vice for Area 10 Faith Community; the 
recent church plant of the Virginia Evan-
ƎŜƭƛȊƛƴƎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΩǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΦ  
Fairmount has been one of the lead 
churches in the area working to get Area 
10 off the ground. 

Chris Barras, lead minister for Area 10, 
has been working for over a year to pre-
pare for the start of this new church 
family in the Carytown/Museum Dis-
trict/Fan area (many of you may remem-
ber the days when all of that was simply 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ŜƴŘέύΦ  /ƘǊƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
here to Fairmount on several occasions 
to share with us his work and his passion 
for this new church plant.  Last fall he 
preached a sermon during our series 
Coffeehouse Christians where he intro-

duced us to the Area 10 Faith Commu-
nity. 

Since then Fairmount has given time, 
money and energy to make Area 10 a 
reality.  First of all, the Fairmount Family 
has been bathing the work of Area 10 in 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎπ
ŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩƭƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ 
out to the people in that community and 
serve a need to an area and to people 
ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ  {ŜŎƻƴŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ 
have supported Area 10 financially by 
committing to the new church $50,000 
over three years.  And finally we have 
donated time and effort by walking the 
streets passing out flyers and working to 
ƎŜǘ !ǊŜŀ млΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ /ŀǊǘǿƘŜŜƭǎ ϧ 
Coffee started.  This business will pro-
vide a revenue stream for the church so 
that they can work to become self suffi-
cient in their ministries. 

All this planning and preparation and 
work had a deadline: September 21, 
2008.  The first service would be held on 
that Sunday for Area 10.  The Byrd Thea-
ter was selected as the site to hold wor-
ship services and that selection stirred 
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ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘΦ  !ǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ !ǊŜŀ млΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǊπ
ǾƛŎŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
like being a first time visitor in a church.  
I am a native churchgoer, if you will, 
been going to church all my life, been at 
Fairmount for over 13 years.  So I took 
for granted the excitement and the en-
ergy that worshiping can bring.  How 
new it can be to someone who may 
have never set foot in a church before 
or may have been turned off by church 
years ago and is willing to come back.  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
the people of Area 10.  He has given 
them an opportunity to witness to peo-
ǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ IƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘπ
ten about Him. 

Some of you may think it odd that a 
church meet in a theater, a rented space 
instead of a traditional church building.  
But it was church just as you know 
church.  There was worship through mu-
sic, worship through offering, worship 
through preaching and most importantly 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜ 
for Communion. 

What the Fairmount family should take 
away from this is that our money and 
time has been well spent in helping to 
get this church going.  We must con-
tinue to pray that the Lord will bless the 
efforts of Area 10 and that it will grow 
ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
Lord into His arms and join us to be not 
native churchgoers, but native Christians 
in Heaven. �v 

 

Photos taken during the first worship 
service at Area 10 Faith Community 
which meets at the Byrd Theater in 
Richmond. 


