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Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church  

It’s time for another 
Block Party 

THIS Saturday, September 13 - 3:00 to 6:00 pm 
Cold Harbor Elementary School 
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We arrived early in the morning, 0600, at 
the very large and tall Federal building 
downtown that housed the Military En-
trance Processing Station or MEPS. I stood 
to the side and watched as the young peo-
ple that were to be processed that day, 
lined up at the door. In the predawn light, 
they all looked like regular kids. Some with 
book bags, cell phones, earrings, torn 
jeans, or wild hair. My son was among 
them, blending into the crowd.  
 As the day progressed into hours, 
we were certainly initiated into the military 
way of life that nothing ever happens fast. 
With all the go here, go there; do this, do 
that; sign here, sign there; we were finally 
at the pivotal 
point of our very long day. My husband 
was anxious with particular concern that 
our car was going to be locked in the park-
ing garage and we would have to find an-
other way home. But, since we had come 
this far, and not wanting to miss the mo-
ment, it was a chance he was willing to 
take. My husband and I stood in a small 
but nicely decorated room. A flag from 
each military branch lined the sides of the 
room. The state flag and American flag at 
the front. An Officer entered the room, 
followed by a group of recruits. Our son, 
clad in jeans, t-shirt, and sneakers, was 
among the group preparing to recite the 
Oath of Enlistment. We watched and lis-
tened as our son raised his right hand, 
stated his name and repeated the 
words…”do solemnly swear that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 

and domestic; that I will bear true faith and 
allegiance to the same; and that I will obey 
the orders of the President of the United 
States and the orders of the officers ap-
pointed over me, according to the regula-
tions and the Uniform Code of Military 
Justice. So help me God.”  
 Watching and listening with pride, 
my mind wandered back to a time when 
the same young man taking the oath was 
six years old. The year was 1990 and the 
President was George Bush. It was Field 
Day at the elementary school. A day at the 
end of the school year filled with games 
and outdoor activities. The children from 
Mrs. Reeve’s First grade class had prepared 
a program in honor of our troops in the 
Persian Gulf War. All the children were 
holding American flags and were dressed 
in red, white, and blue. My son and his 
classmates marched and waved their flags 
to the tune of Lee Greenwood’s “God Bless 
the USA”. All of them certainly displaying 
pride in America and a spirit of patriotism.  
 Now, it was 2002 and the Presi-
dent is George W. Bush. The world, as we 
know it, has certainly changed forever. The 
child marching into the ceremony room is 
eighteen years old. It seems strange how 
that young man reciting the oath still re-
sembles that six year old child. The same 
pudgy hand that held the flag on field day 
will now hold a rifle, and the flag will be 
displayed on the right shoulder of his de-
sert uniform. The song playing now is 
“Where Were You When the World 
Stopped Turning” by Alan Jackson. Yes, the 
world has certainly changed forever. 

 Forward we go into Boot Camp 
and Airborne school. There were gradua-
tion ceremonies and welcoming home par-
ties. I had many feelings of worry, pride 
and excitement all in one. There was ex-
citement in my son’s voice when he called 
to tell me, “Mom, I’m going to jump to-
morrow. Don’t worry, I’m gonna be fine.” 
There was excitement in my voice when 
waking up the next morning, saying to my 
husband, “He’s going to jump today! 
Please find the Pepto-Bismol. I’m gonna be 
sick!”  
 Then came the call home, “Mom, 
Dad, we deploy in three days. Can you 
come down to base right away?” We were 
expecting our son to go to Iraq in a few 
months, but three days! I was over-
whelmed and just sat still. My husband 
was springing to action, urging me to just 
throw some stuff in a suitcase and get in 
the car. We phoned family, friends, our 
church and off we went to see our son off 
to war. Prayers went up that he would 
have the faith and courage of David to face 
the giant. I prayed for armies of angels to 
surround my son and his comrades and 
protect them. I prayed that if like Paul, they 
were bound for certain shipwreck, God 
would see fit to save them all.  
 Our first Sunday back at church 
after my son left for Iraq, was emotional 
for me. Our church family was embracing 
us with hugs and ensuring prayers. As I sat 
in the service, I prayed for my son’s safety 
and for the Lord to watch over him. I talked 
to God and told him that if my son were to 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dedicated to all those Moms and their soldiers 
By: Kim Colgin 
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lose his life, I would find the strength in 
Him to bear the grief. I didn’t want to bear 
that burden, but I would if necessary. I had 
heard my son swear “to defend…So help 
me God.” During communion, I continued 
to pray, “But God, if he were to be cap-
tured and tortured, I don’t think I could 
bear that burden.” Then I remembered 
the cross. I realized that my worst fear was 
a reality for God. God the Father watched 
as His Son was beaten, whipped, mocked 
and nailed to a cross. There, the Son died 
for my sin and everyone that will accept 
Him. I thought about all that Mary must 
have endured at the cross. I became so 
overwhelmed that I retreated to the ladies 
room for a really good cry. I prayed again, 
thanking God for the gift of His Son and 

(Continued from page 2) for the burden he bore as His Son died on 
the cross. I prayed that day and many 
other days thereafter, “Lord, he was your 
child long before he was mine. He is only 
mine for a little while, and I am trusting 
you, Lord, to take care of him.” God gave 
peace to a mother’s heart.  
 I continued to pray this prayer for 
both my own children and many other chil-
dren that have come into my life. As the 
mother of a soldier, I learned the greatest 
gift came with a price. “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” (John 3: 16). I 
realized how much love God has for us and 
that we must trust God with the lives of 
our children—they belong to Him. 

Aren’t we really all mothers of 
soldiers? They all face giants. They all 

weather storms. They all need armies of 
angels to protect them at times.  As the 
mother of a soldier, Army Mom, or just 
Mom, please remember: 
 Whether you are putting them on 
the big yellow school bus or watching them 
board a plane bound to Iraq; whether the 
letters are going to church camp or the 
desert camp; whether the care package is 
addressed to the state university or a mili-
tary post; whether their off on a short term 
mission or engaged in a combat mission. 
Trust God to watch over them—they’re 
His. 
 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
GOD BLESS AMERICA 

T he scripture above is the mission state-
ment for Missions Unlimited of India.  

There are so many times that I ask myself… 
“Who are the least of (my) brethren?”  For 
Missions Unlimited  nearly all those who 
the Henrys come into contact with have 
less and are in need of food, healthcare, 
education, and the gospel. 
 India is a country with over 1.1 billion 
people, where nearly 40% make less than 
$0.40 per day.  Most of the poverty is 
found in rural areas, where food is scarce 
and illiteracy is the norm.   
 Two years ago Fairmount Christian 
Church was blessed to have the Henry fam-
ily, from Missions Unlimited, visit and share 
with us the work that God is doing in rural 
Bilaspur,  India.  Drs. David and Sunisha 
Henry, along with their sons Dennis and 
Daniel, are missionaries in their homeland 
and continue to see their work prosper 
because of the grace of God and the part-
nerships of supporters, like FCC. 
 Much has been happening for the Hen-
rys since their last visit two years ago.  Edu-
cation is a great need for the people of In-
dia.   
 Only by receiving an education can the 
youth of India have the potential of a 

brighter future. The Henrys have a high 
school for over 200 students.  Here, in addi-
tion to formal training, the students receive 
a strong base in the Christian faith and so-
cial interaction. Two hostels have opened 
where 80 youth live and are educated, 
while becoming strong in the word and 
serving others. 
  Construction of a new church building 
was completed in June of 2007 in the vil-
lage of Surhi.  Because of the increased 
community involvement to build the new 
church, change is taking place.  The facility 
provides worship and primary education 
for the area. 
 In addition to providing spiritual and 
educational support, holistic health care is 
the foundation of Missions Unlimited.  In 
2006, Drs. David and Sunisha Henry had 
nearly 14,000 patients treated for various 
diseases at their rural eye and skin hospital.  
250 cataract surgeries were performed. 
 There are still ways that you can help 
support the work of the Henrys.  We know 
the power of prayer and you can lift up the 
Henry family during your daily time with 
God.  You can also give to their work 
through your tithes and special giving.  
100% of your giving goes straight to the 
mission.  The Henrys do not accept any 

money given to the mission.  They depend 
solely on what they are given by the pa-
tients they serve.  Specific prayer needs: 

1. Strength and endurance to meet 
the needs of all their patients.  
Their work is growing at such a 
rate that they are struggling to 
care for all their patients.  They 
currently see about 100 patients a 
day. 

2. Financial support so that Daniel 
can go to medical school and con-
tinue the mission work of his par-
ents.  Since the Henrys do not ac-
cept any money from the mission 
donations, they do not have the 
funds for their sons’ higher educa-
tion.  

3. More workers at the schools and 
hospital.  With the rapid growth, 
greater support is essential. 

 Dr. Henry will worship with us on Sun-
day, September 14th.  During the Sunday 
evening service, you will have the opportu-
nity to hear what the Lord is doing through 
the work of Missions Unlimited and ways in 
which you can further their ministry.  
Please consider what you can do for one of 
the least of these brethren. ƴ 

Fairmount Missions Focus: Missions Unlimited 
By: Melanie Savage 
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Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 

Your Church Staff: 
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Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Mike Langley - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

 
8:30  Worship Service:  161 
 Children’s Worship:  24 
 
9:30 Worship Service:  452 
 
11:00 Worship Service:  275 
 Children’s Worship:  196 
 Breakaway:  98 
 
Total:  1206 
 Bible School: 772 

 

Budget Requirements: $31,457.00 

Budget Receipts:  
$40,402.11 

Welcome 
to our New Members. 

Welcome to Chris & Amber 
Grubbs of 7946 Trumpetvine 

Lane, Mechanicsville (23111).  
Chris & Amber transferred 
membership to Fairmount. 

 

 

Welcome to Charla Elswick of 

7952 Colony Drive, 
Mechanicsville (23111).  Charla 
transferred membership to 
Fairmount. 

Our Sermon Series 

Sep. 14: Bible Intake 
Sep. 21: Prayer 
Sep. 28: Worship 


