—

Th
ForecaSte

Wednesday, August 27, 2008 - Volume 61, Number 32

Septembe¥

A time of new beginnings

New Worship Schedule
New Church Plant
New Wednesday Night Session

Inside: page two ‘

-

It’s time for another

Block Party

Saturday, September 13 - 3:00 to 6:00 pm

Cold Harbor Elementary School
Volunteers still needed! Call Chris Santasiere for details, 559-8070

Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church



Septembe

A time of new beginnings

by: Chris Santasiere

he traditions of getting ready

to go back to school are fully

underway: buying new school

clothes, getting the long list
of school supplies, taking the kids for
their back to school haircut, going to
school open houses and reeling in bed-
time to prepare for the school night rou-
tine. As schools go back in session,
there’s a lot of preparation that has to
take place at school and in homes. | see
both sides of that preparation at my
house with Holly teaching and having
two kids in elementary school.

One of the more enjoyable things for
me growing up was the idea that the
start of the school year brought about a
new beginning. The first day of school is

almost like January 1 all over again.

This September at Fairmounta
a time of new beginnings, fres
and lots of activity. Outside of Christ
mas and Easter, September is gener
the busiest and most exciting mon
the year at church. This year, Septem-
ber is guaranteed to be extra special.

New Sunday Morning Schedule

As you’ve been seeing in all of our publi-
cations, we’re making “More Time For
You!”. Beginning on Sunday, September
7" we will implement our new Sunday
morning worship and Bible School
schedule:

(Continued on page 3)
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Stay in TOUCh! By: Rick Raines

AS you may know, Fairmount

prints a Prayer List that
is published each Friday afternoon,
available for pick-up on Sunday morn-
ings. What you may not have noticed is
that on the back of the Prayer List are all
the men and women connected with
Fairmount who are serving in the Armed
Forces. When we are provided with the
information, we also list their addresses
so that each of us can keep in touch
with these brave individuals.

We don’t print them weekly, but
there is another large group of young
men and women who love to stay in
touch with us as well. Fairmount has

many college students across the state
of Virginia and across the country. In
today’s era of ever-present technology,
there are a number of ways to stay in
touch: e-mail, text messaging, Face-
book, phone calls, and even (good old
fashioned) mail. In next week’s Fore-
caster we will be listing as many college
students as we have data on. We're
asking that if you have yet to supply us
with contact information for your loved
one who’s away at school, please do so
by August 31st. We want to have it.

As a parent with a child off to col-
lege for the first time, | can’t tell you
what such an opportunity means to me.

| know of people who have sent our son,
Matthew, mail, have e-mailed him, and
have even called him on the phone.
Such actions tell a student many things:
we love you, we remember you, we miss
you, we are proud of you, and we are
praying for you. That means a lot to me
as a parent — it means a TON to these
students.

Stay in touch!




(Continued from page 2)

Bible School & Traditional
Worship- 8:15 a.m.

Bible School & Contempo-
rary Worship- 9:30 a.m.

Bible School & Traditional
Worship- 11:00 a.m.

Our new schedule will help to
streamline our schedule by offering Bi-
ble School and Worship concurrently at
all three hours. Our teen worship ser-
vice “Breakaway” will continue meeting
at its normal time of 11:10 a.m. in the
Family Life Center.

BLOCK Party

As if September wasn’t going to be
fun enough; we’re holding our second
BLOCK Party on Saturday, September
13" from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at Cold Harbor
Elementary School. We currently still
have around 65 volunteer slots that
need filling. We are also in need of
about 50 more cases of water and sev-
eral bags of candy (no chocolate,
please). The BLOCK Party is a great
event for our community. The BLOCK
Party will hopefully not just be a high-
light of September, but a highlight for
the whole year.

A New Church Is Born

On Sunday, September 21%, the Area 10
Faith Community, a new church meeting
at the Byrd Theater in downtown Rich-
mond will officially open its doors and
hold its first worship service. Fairmount
is @ major partner in this new church
project. Led by lead minister, Chris Bar-
ras, Area 10 is sure to have a major im-
pact in the Carytown region of down-
town Richmond. On Sunday, September
14”’, Fairmount will be working with
Area 10 to distribute information about
the new church to the residences in the
immediate area of the Byrd Theater.
Sign-ups to help out with this will begin
shortly.

Wednesday Night Suppers

One of the joys of each fall and spring is
the start-up of our Wednesday night
suppers and classes. Our fall session will
begin on Wednesday, September 24"
and will run until the night before
Thanksgiving, November 26", Supper
will be served each week from 5:00-6:30
p.m. The menu changes weekly and is
always printed in the Forecaster each
week.

We are devoting our first
Wednesday Night Supper on September
24" to an Expansion and Building Plan
update from the Fairmount Forward
Again team. That night the congrega-
tion will also be given the plans for the
next phase in the “Bridge To The Future”
fundraising campaign. All of our regular
Wednesday Night classes and activities
will begin the following Wednesday
night on October 1°.

Adult classes, adult choir practice
and all Children & Youth activities begin
at 6:30 p.m. As always, there will be
several classes to choose from on
Wednesday nights this year. The core of
our adult classes on Wednesday nights
is our Connection Classes. This fall we
are offering Connection 101, 201 & 301:

Connection 101: This class will connect
you to the beliefs of Fairmount detailing
what we believe about the Bible, salva-
tion and God’s Word. This class also
provides insight as to what it means to
be a member at Fairmount and how one
places membership with our church
family. This class is not only valuable to
those who are newer to our church fam-
ily but to those who have been long
time members. We highly recommend
that every person at Fairmount go
through this class.

Connection 201: This class will connect
you to developing and maintaining good
spiritual habits and disciplines. In this
class, you will learn about how to read
your Bible, how to study your Bible,
prayer, having a daily devotional time
and tithing. This class is vital in helping
you to develop a strong spiritual founda-
tion.

Connection 301: This class will connect
you to serving. In Connection 301, you
will discover how God has given you a
unique SHAPE for service. Your SHAPE is
made up of your spiritual gifts, heart,
abilities, personality and experiences.
We will identify your SHAPE and connect
you with an area of service that best fits
who God made you to be.

In addition: We will also be offering a
parenting class, a Christian living class
and a Bible Study.

Kick-offs

Football isn’t the only thing that
kicks off in September. Our Men’s and
Women’s Ministries will both hold their
kick-offs in September. The Women'’s
Ministry Kick-off will be held on Thurs-
day, September 4™ at 6:23 p.m. in the
Family Life Center. This is an annual
banguet that is always a good time and
provides a great meal. The Men’s Minis-
try Kick-off will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21* at 6:00 p.m. in the Family
Life Center.

Men’s and Women'’s Bible Study
groups will also get started back up in
September. These groups meet
throughout the week at church, in
homes and in restaurants.

Our Children’s and Teens’ Ministries
will also be holding their kick-offs. The
Teen Kick-off will be Saturday, Septem-
ber 6" from 5:00-9:00 p.m. at Oak Hill
Christian Service Camp. The Children’s
Kick-off will be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 14™ at 6:00 p.m. Children’s choirs
also start up again in September.

| don’t think we’ve ever had a Sep-
tember that is going to be as exciting as
the one we’re about to experience.
There are so many good things happen-
ing at Fairmount. September is a time
of new beginnings in our community
and in the church. Make sure that you
and your family are involved in what’s
taking place at the church. Y
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To develop followers of Jesus who:

Love God,
Love People ..

Introduce the world

.Christ

Our
Church: Sunday, August 24, 2008
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New Sunday morning time

schedule starting 11:00 Worship Service: 224

September 7 Children’s Worship: 146
Breakaway: 85

Attendance
& Giving.
8:30 Worship Service: 150
Children’s Worship: 20

9:30 Worship Service: 348

Bible School and Traditional
Worship ¢ 8:15

Bible School and Contemporary
Worship ¢ 9:30

Bible School and Traditional
Worship ¢ 11:00

Total: 973
Bible School: 636

Budget Requirements: $30,450.00

Budget Receipts:
$28,410.03
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www.fairmountchristian.org

Sermon
Series

August 17 — Abimelech & Jephthah
August 24 ¢ Samson

August 31 ¢ God

Your Church Staff:

Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Mike Langley - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator



