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Fairmount members take part
in the 2008 North American
Christian Convention
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Recipe for Right
Bes o ,. any Fairmount members submitted "recipes"” during the sermon series, "Recipe for Right Re-
Relationships I?tlons.hlps . Man_y of those recipes vtlere shared from the pl-l|plt during thos.e sermor.is, but
time did not permit all of them to be included. All of the recipes have been included in a

"recipe book," which is now available. Copies of the recipe book can be downloaded from the church website
(www.fairmountchristian.org), or the church office can email you a copy. You can then choose to read them online and/or print
a copy for yourself to keep. For those who do not have internet access, printed copies will be made available upon re-

quest. Black & white copies are free and color copies will cost $5.00 each. Contact the church office (559-8070) or email Chris
Branch (cbranch@fairmountchristian.org) to request a printed copy. m

September 13th

3 - 6 pm m Cold Harbor Elementary School

Leading Through
The Church

2008 Virginia
Christian Celebration

August 8 & 9
at Fairmount

Bringing you the life of Fairmount Christian Church


http://www.fairmountchristian.org
mailto:cbranch@fairmountchristian.org

Living

Dangerously

2008 North American Christian

Convention

The week of July 4 has been a high-
light for the Raines family the last
few years as we have been able to at-
tend the North American Christian Con-
vention. This year was no different.
The Convention, held in Cincinnati, was
one of the best | have attended — made
so by the fact that 17 other Fairmoun-
ters were there to enjoy it with me.
Read the comments of some who at-
tended. | broke them down by age

group:

What did adults have to say?

Sharon Filegar: Not having been to a
NACC since | was
sure what to expect. The convention
provided a refreshing time of fellowship
and worship with like-minded believers,
and especially a great time of fellowship
with others from Fairmount. While the
convention’s main
good, | was also very impressed with the
children’s program
the convention that my ability to partici-
pate in the sessions would be dependent
on the care my kids were provided and
the comfort level that | had in leaving
them with total strangers. Children,
from infants to teens, were provided for
in a safe, caring environment. | was very
comfortable in the quality of care that
my kids had while | was allowed to wor-
ship and learn in the adult sessions.
Would | go again?? Absolutely and |
would like to encourage others from
Fairmount to go to the NACC in Louisville
next year!

Betsy Raines: What | enjoyed the most
about the NACC:

5) Seeing friends from previous churches
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By: Rick Raines

4) New places to eat and visit
3) The Teen Program
2) Hanging with Fairmount People
1) Getting to sit by my husband during
worship
Ellen Cumby: The NACC was so inspiring
this year. It was the best ever! Every
session started with a team leading
praise and worship. | can't describe the
thrill of being there along with so many
Christians praising God! Then, as | sat
there listening to all of the wonderful
speakers, day after day, | thought how
great it would have been for all of my
brothers and sisters at Fairmount to ex-
real ly
The main message | got from the
sessions and workshops was to "live dan-
gerously" by reaching out to the
unchurched. As we go about our daily
routines, show Christ's love to others by
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helpful, and friendly. We see some of

" the salne p%o’ﬂlge\()’ery ga9 IPrgygor
God to use you in planting the seed that
leads them to Christ. Then, when we
have people visit Fairmount, make them
feel so welcome and loved, not focusing
on ourselves, making sure we're com-
fortable, but focusing on them.

Chris Santasiere: The North American
Christian Convention (NACC) is always
one of the highlights of my year. This
year'’'s convention
probably the best
There are several conventions that |
could choose to attend over the course
of a year but what makes the NACC the
best choice for me is that | can take my
whole family along. There are classes
and activities for Holly and me and the

was
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kids. [ don’t
to a conference or a convention by my-
self. 1 would much rather be able to
spend time with my family while at the
same time getting the refreshment and
information of a convention.

| was also really impressed with the
preaching. At each of the main worship
sessions, the preaching was extremely
powerful and very inspiring.
Holly Santasiere: | thought it was nice
that they finally offered childcare for the
morning main session and workshops as
well as the evening main session. The
preaching was good as always, but hav-
ing the extra childcare helped me be
able to concentrate and actually absorb
some of what the speakers were saying
this year. It's always nice to connect
with old friends and see where they are
in ministry, and be able to chat with old
professors and let them know where we
are and what we're doing. The card-

wan

board testimonies were very meaningful.

tiayden liked the buggy rides in the 6-

seat buggy that they had for the nursery.

Guy Cumby: The NACC was fabulous!
There were challenging messages, infor-
mative workshops, inspiring music,
drama, and art all in honor of our Lord,
and a time of fellowship with friends

t @om across our brotherhood. What a
wonderful family vacation!

How about Teens:
John Thomas Filegar: | really enjoyed
the North American Christian Conven-
tion. The teen sessions were great and
so were the workshops. | met some
amazing people from all over the coun-
try. | learned so many things that will
heIp throughout my| I|fe gsa Chris-
wa s
ti an earneggaboutqwow to live daager
ousﬁ/ 1Ior God and ﬁow sometlmes belng
a Christian can be a dangerous thing.
The speakers were amazing along with
the band, and artist, Joe Castillo, who
drew very detailed, Christian drawings.
He also demonstrated sand art, which |
found very interesting. | am so glad that

Q'



| had the opportunity to attend the
NACC with my family and friends. | hope
to see many more people from Fair-
mount next year at the NACC.

Guyon Cumby: The NACC was a lot of
fun. The seminars they held were really
great, and there were a lot of nice peo-
ple there. I'd much rather be there than
home.

Erin Raines: The North American Chris-
tian TEEN Convention, sponsored by
Youth in Ministry, was AMAAAAAZ-
ING!!I! All 4 of our speakers challenged
us to really step out of our comfort
zones and live our lives totally for God.
The message that stuck with me the
most was about Dangerous Faith - giving
up control of our lives and handing it all
over to Him; relying on His timing and
purpose.

The praise and worship part without
a doubt helped me to connect with God
more and more. Plus, we got to experi-
ence the LOUD music and annoying
strobe-lights that teens seem to like so
much.

One of the most unique worship ex-
periences | have ever been a part of was
led by artist Joe Castillo. He told his own
story of disappointment after disap-
pointment, and told us how worthwhile
it is to truly have "dangerous" faith in
God. After his perspective on life had
changed, he began creating "religious"
art, and now does demonstrations for
groups of Christians (and non-Christians)
all over the U.S. He is most well-known
for his "sand art." Ok, and now | don't
even know how to explain all of
that...but basically it was awesome and
he did the Passion which was AWESOME
and you just have to see it.... He basically
was using the Passion to demonstrate
why he decided to have dangerous
faith....

Kristina Cumby: The NACC was amaz-
ing! It was great to catch up with Chris-
tian friends from around the nation, as
well as learn more about God at the
same time.

And even our Children:

Caleb Santasiere: Caleb relays that his
favorite thing about the convention was
staying in the hotel because he liked the
beds and pushing the buttons in the ele-
vator.

Hope Santasiere: | liked going to the
Creation Museum. | liked the petting
Z0oO. I also liked

Read the impressive testimony from one
of our first-time attendees:

David Filegar: What is the most danger-
ous thing you have done this summer?
For me and my family it was driving
about 6hrs across the Appalachian
Mountains in pouring rain and thunder-
storms, sometimes at speeds exceeding
75 miles per hour!

Sound dangerous? Not really

but *“Living
of this year’
As | crossed the

help but think of the countless number
before me who made this trek to a con-
vention to the heartland of the Restora-
tion Movement. | thought of Mr. W.W.
Wilson who traveled the less traveled
roads through the mountains to Ken-
tucky and Ohio passing through hollows
called Rupert and Rainelle.

| thought of what it must have been
like for Barton Stone and Alexander
Campbell traveling this wilderness in the
1800's on their
Restoration preachers.

And then my mind turned to the
ministers from all over North America
and the world who were making this
journey in 2008. To me it was a mini-
vacation. We got to see Kentucky Chris-
tian University where my wife Sharon
attended. | got to see the magnificence
of the mountains, spend time with fam-
ily and good friends, and got to take in a
Major League baseball game.

But for our ministers and their
wives, it was a blessing to see them re-
connect with old classmates from col-
lege and former ministers that they
served with in other congregations as

well as friends who are now serving God
around the world. To them it was a time
of restoration, of refreshing their spirit
for work in the Kingdom. Time and again
the preachers would encourage and reit-
erate the important work at hand that
God has entrusted them with. | now
appreciate why attending the NACC was
important for our ministers and their
fsndliesi ng Noah’' s ar k.

Perseverance. | cannot think of a
single word that more adequately de-
scribes the environment of the NACC.
From lectures to preaching, testimonies
and worship, we are encouraged to per-
severe in our calling. Sure the theme of
this year’'s conven
ously,” but we al o
others in our movement were there to
strengthen our resolve as disciples of
Christ.

| met a man and his wife that had

Da n g er obaed o gvéry NWCE kess dndwden hish e n
s N A C Cgrandthild @ds Imom.i | met @acbuple O+

froon tha Midwestwého upon reading img n

hometown on my nam
know Harry Gill ?”
you ask?” They sa

known Harry from their days in Charles-
ton, WV. | did come clean with them
though.

It was a great sense of belonging
being in a convention hall with thou-
sands of other believers and hearing re-
nowned preachers, powerful worship
music, and dangerous testimonies of

Mi Snsisiobaniea firoyh arpunddhe woddy s &

What “Dangerous
the Kingdom of God this summer? |
crossed the Appalachian Mountains and
met men and women from around the
world just like me!

Next year’s North American Chris-
tian Convention is in Louisville — June 30
-July 3. Let’s double the amount of folks
from Fairmount — and our church will be
doubly blessed. m
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6502 CREIGHTON ROAD
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111
PHONE: (804) 559-8070
FAx: (804) 559-8072
EMAIL:
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The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

Love G

Love People ..

Introduce the world
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Our
Church: Sunday, July 20, 2008

Welcome
to our New Members.

Welcome to Marie Levy of
5208 Randall Avenue, Richmond

(23231). Marie transferred
membership to Fairmount.

Blood Drive Signups Began
The Health Ministry is
sponsoring a Blood Drive
on Sunday, August 10th
from 9:30am-12:30pm.

If you are at least 16 years old

and weigh at least 110 Ibs., you

can be a Summer Lifesaver by
donating blood. Sign up in your

Bible School class or in the

church office.

our most successful drive ever!
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Attendance
& Giving.

8:30 Worship Service: 130
Chil dren’s

9:30 Worship Service: 334

11:00 Worship Service: 262
Chil dren’s
Breakaway: 63

Total: 953

Bible School: 615

Budget Requirements: $30,450.00

Budget Receipts:
$27,365.07

Let’'s make th

online

www.fairmountchristian.org
June29-“ T he
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Your Church Staff:

Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Mike Langley - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister

Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams-Chi | dr en’ s Mi
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator
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