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I 
 have attended the Willow Arts Confer-
ence numerous times.  It is held annu-
ally at the Willow Creek Community 
Church in Chicago, Illinois.  For the 

third year in a row, I have had the privilege of 
taking a team of people from Fairmount with 
me.  This year’s conference theme was Arise, 
and in my opinion, was one of the best out of 
the many conferences I have attended.  It is 
designed specifically for those involved in 
arts ministries in their local churches – with 
emphasis in music ministry, drama ministry, 
and technical arts ministry.  It was a great 
week of inspiration, worship, learning, and 
fellowship.  I have asked the six members of 
Fairmount that went with me to share their 
thoughts about the week we spent together. 

-- Tracy Thomas 
 

W hen I reflect on the Willow Creek 
experience one word keeps resonat-

ing with me:  excellence.  From the way we 
are greeted each morning, to the way the 
gym is decorated for our lunchtime; from the 
stage set to the conference booklet (They 
even give you a cool pen!); from those that 
get us on the buses taking us to different 
venues to the worship team and actors 
whose artistry continues to amaze; from the 
teaching which constantly challenges and 
inspires to the innovative use of alternative 
forms of art (a drum line, no less); EVERY 
aspect of this meeting draws us to our Lord 
and His magnificence. 
 Nancy Beach said something in our first 
session that has been burned in my memory 
and continues to stretch my concept of all 
we offer up to our Creator as art:  “Don’t 
paint a partial picture of who God is.”  She 
used a portion of Psalm 40 to explain: 
LΩǾŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
LΩǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ ōŀŎƪ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ DƻŘ ς you know that. 
L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΣ 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ 
I told it all, how dependable you are, how 

thorough. 
L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ōŀŎƪ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŦƻǊ 

myself alone.   
I told it all. 

Let the congregation know the whole story.  
(The Message) 

 It is no small task to try to paint a picture 
of our Maker.  After all, there are many as-
pects of Him that we, in our human frailty 
will not understand until we reach our eter-
nal reward.  But I believe that many times we 
fall short of trying to describe the awesome-

ness of God.  And in my opinion the arts have 
a unique responsibility of at least attempting 
this.  Because of the Willow Arts Conference I 
have been challenged to strive for excellence 
in every aspect of what I offer to God 
through my gifts.  Hopefully, people will see a 
glimpse of the majestic holiness of Him. 

-- Janie Thomas 
 

T his was my second year attending the 
Willow Arts Conference and I was once 

again amazed at the work God has done 
within that ministry. As the week progressed, 
I was also reminded of how God has richly 
blessed Fairmount in multiple ways, many 
being the same. I feel confident that I can 
speak for most of you when I say that I per-
sonally have been a recipient of the blessings 
he has poured out on our church just in the 
last few years. I have been a member of Fair-
mount's Drama Team since its inception and 
can look back and see how the team has ma-
tured in our acting and how we have bonded 
personally and spiritually. I firmly believe God 
has used me and my teammates to further 
His kingdom through this form of worship at 
Fairmount. 
 One of the sessions I attended at the 
conference focused on being a biblical model 
for worship and the arts. This brought to the 
forefront of my mind that we have all been 
called to be story tellers. Yes, our pastors 
stand in front of us every Sunday morning 
and verbally deliver the story of God's love 
and grace; however, all of us can tell that 
same story in our own way. One of the ways I 
have chosen to tell God's story is through 
drama, solely visible or audible. We can tell 
our story to the world without saying a word! 
It can't get much easier than that. Although 
being part of Fairmount's Drama Team takes 
a lot of practice and a little skill, skill alone 
should not be the foundation on which I base 
my story. My foundation should be set on 
biblical principles and spiritual preparation. 
Yes, an audience will see me performing on 
stage, but I carry the responsibility of making 
sure my audience sees God in all my words 
and actions. Not only does a performance 
take physical preparation, but more impor-
tantly spiritual preparation, or God-directed 
preparation. Being spiritually prepared hum-
bles me, opens my spiritual ears, prepares 
me for public ministry, and results in others 
seeing God's grace in my life. It is my prayer 
that my story and my Drama Team's story 
will continually reflect the essence of God's 

power and love to our audiences. 
-- Debbie Rodriguez 

 

E xcellence.  That’s what Willow Creek 
means to me. 

 The Willow Creek Community Church 
facility is not only huge, but it’s beautifully 
maintained and manicured.  There are al-
ways happy greeters at each and every door.  
Their praise team leaders not only have 
grammy-quality voices, but they are also 
extremely adept at leading the congregation 
in worship.  Their praise band is a collection 
of outstanding musicians.  The speakers we 
heard were funny and smart and inspiring.  
The people at Willow Creek are simply very 
good at creating a worship experience that 
can only be described as electric.  They are 
truly doing a great job of reaching lots of 
people in their community. 
 This is my second time visiting the Arts 
Conference at Willow Creek with the Fair-
mount team.  We go there for new ideas - for 
tips and tricks and techniques that will im-
prove our artistic efforts.  We go there to 
learn new ways to improve the worship ex-
perience at Fairmount.  We go there  to be 
inspired and rejuvenated. 
 Did this happen for me?  Yes, but maybe 
not in the way you might expect.  Willow 
Creek definitely taught me some new 
things… like ways to use popular culture to 
reach the unchurched, for example.  But this 
time around I think I learned as much from 
my Fairmount teammates as I did from any-
one on the Willow stage or in the Willow 
classroom. 
 Make no mistake.  These Fairmount 
folks that are responsible for the music and 
dramas in our church are an odd lot.  They 
have very strange ideas.  They dream wildly 
about the possibilities for worship.  They see 
the excellence at Willow, and they say “Why 
not us too?  We may not be able to do it as 
big, but we can do it as well, maybe even 
better.”  Crazy talk.  And they laugh…  My do 
they laugh.  They laugh entirely too much 
and too often – and at the strangest things. 
 These are my kind of people.  They see 
quality and don’t say, “We wish we could.”  
They are excited by the chance that some-
thing they do will improve your worship ex-
perience, or soften the heart of a newcomer 
who is trying to find out what this God thing 
is all about.  They all, like me, learned some 
new tricks, that’s for sure, but possibly the 
most important lesson of the Willow Creek 
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experience for our whole team was simply to 
recommit ourselves to trying new things, to 
taking chances, to being recommitted to… 
excellence.  In that way, when we’re on 
stage, you won’t merely see us, but you’ll see 
Him too. 

-- Bob Weirup 
 

W hat does it mean to live “full out” for 
God to hold nothing back?  This was 

the thought rolling around in my brain for 
the majority of my time at the Willow Arts 
Conference.  In Psalm 40:9-10 (The Message-
emphasis mine) David says to the Lord: 
I've preached you to the whole congregation,  

 I've kept back nothing, GODτyou know 
that.  

 I didn't keep the news of your ways a secret, 
didn't keep it to myself.  

 I told it all, how dependable you are, how 
thorough.  

I didn't hold back pieces of love and truth for 
myself alone. I told it all.  

Let the congregation know the whole story. 
 Nancy Beach, Willow staff member and 
conference host, challenged each of us to 
write new songs for God and not to hold any-
thing back.  What would my life be like if I 
abandoned my fear and allowed myself to 
fully trust my Abba, Father? 
 All too often, I find myself settling for 
what is usual, ordinary, and comfortable.  I 
am a creature of habit and routine and I have 
difficulty embracing change.  Romans 8:15-
17 (The Message-emphasis mine) says: 
This resurrection life you received from God is 

not a timid, grave-tending life.  
It's adventurously expectant, greeting God 

with a childlike "What's next, Papa?"  
God's Spirit touches our spirits and confirms 

who we really are.  
We know who he is, and we know who we 

are: Father and children. 
 I personally have never been much of an 
adventurer.  I like the safety net of routine 
and yet I realized that if I’m willing to settle, 
willing to accept the ordinary everyday with-
out questioning if there’s more that God has 
in store for me I will miss the greatest adven-
ture of all:  to be a fully and spirit led child of 
God.  What would happen, I wonder, if I em-
braced this spirit indwelling and allowed it 
just a little more room in its residence, my 
heart?  What would happen if I allowed my-
self the freedom to dream big, live boldly and 
trusted in God’s ability to take care of me?  
What if I stopped hemming in His spirit with 

my fear and unleashed it?  What if I stopped 
asking myself ‘what’s next?’ and started ask-
ing Him? 
 Perhaps I will fall or fail if I allow myself 
this freedom, but the God of the universe 
who made me fearfully and wonderfully 
(Psalm 139:14) deserves my best.  He de-
serves for me to hold nothing back, in my 
worship, in my service, in my parenting, in 
my vocation.  By allowing myself this free-
dom to embrace HIS spirit, perhaps others 
will see Him in me. And that’s the purpose of 
my existence. 

-- Meg Switzer 
 

W OW!!!  That is the first thing that 
comes to mind when I try to describe 

this past week at Willow Creek's ARISE Con-
ference.  As I look back in reflection, I am 
once again, so thankful for the experience 
and opportunity to be able to attend this 
amazing conference (and the Cubs game). 
 As I listened to the different speakers 
talk about how God was working in their lives 
and in the life of their churches, it hit me... 
you know, the "ephiphany".  Our walk with 
Christ should be an adventure.  Not just 
when we are at a conference or when we 
hear a great speaker, but always.  Our God is 
always ready to take each one of us on an 
adventure, if we would just let go and follow 
His lead. 
 One of the sessions I was in called 
"Snakes and Doves" was an eye opener for 
me.  The speaker, Mark Batterson, talked 
about his church, New Community Church in 
Washington D.C.  They meet in coffee houses 
and movie theaters.  Coffee houses and 
church?  I know, I was thinking the same 
thing until he reminded us that Jesus didn't 
just hang out at the synagogue.  He hung out 
at wells.  Wells weren't just a place to draw 
water, they were a natural gathering place in 
ancient culture.  Coffeehouses are postmod-
ern wells.  WOW!  His point being that 
"There are ways of doing church that we 
haven't even thought of yet!"  What an ad-
venture!  What a story!  As I watch Fair-
mount grow, I just know in my heart that the 
adventure and the story is only beginning.  
We will find new ways to glorify, worship and 
praise God, and I can't wait to be a part of 
that adventure! 

-- Michelle Hairfield 
 

W hat is the condition of your soul?  Is it 
healthy and firmly connected to 

God?  Are you experiencing the characteris-

tics of soul health such as joy, purpose, inspi-
ration, peace, humility, freedom, stability, 
and clarity to name a few?  If not, then 
maybe you are suffering from soul neglect 
which brings about doubt, resentment, im-
patience, guilt, boredom, jealousy, frustra-
tion, apathy and fear. 
 This is my third year attending the Wil-
low Arts Conference.  I have witnessed the 
use of the arts in creating moments that sof-
ten and open hearts to receive God’s Word, 
and to help tell the greatest story there is to 
tell.  I have seen them employed with excel-
lence.  This year’s praise and worship times 
were some of the best for me.  After attend-
ing this conference I am always challenged to 
do my very best for Him.  He surely deserves 
our best. 
 In previous years I have concentrated 
my efforts on specific instruction in drama, 
both directing and acting.  Though I did at-
tend a couple of drama workshops this year, 
I also selected two strictly for spiritual enrich-
ment.  One of them was a session entitled 
Soul Searching: Catalyst for Transformation.  
I was reminded of the importance of caring 
for your soul, to allow God the opportunity 
to transform your soul.  Philippians 2:13 says 
“for it is God Who works in you to will and to 
act according to His good purpose”.   We 
need to take an honest look inside guided by 
the Holy Spirit.  But to do that we need to 
quiet our souls down, to carve out time and 
space to be quiet, to open our souls to God 
and allow His transformation to take place.  
We read these words in Psalm 139: 23, 24 
“Search me O God, and know my heart; test 
me and know my anxious thoughts.  See if 
there is any offensive way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting”.   Can you find the 
time, will you make the time?  Your soul 
needs the time. 
 Are you also aware of God’s presence, in 
nature, in others and especially in you?  Try 
this exercise: write down what you did yes-
terday, all of the activities.  Then ask yourself 
was I aware of God’s presence in all of them.  
Chances are you were not.  A healthy soul is 
one that is always connected to God, always 
conscious of His presence.  Make sure your 
soul is connected. 

-- Ray Butler 



NONPROFIT  

AUTO  

U.S. POSTAGE PAID  

RICHMOND, VA  

PERMIT #1479  

6502 CREIGHTON ROAD 

MECHANICSVILLE, VA  23111 

PHONE: (804) 559-8070 

FAX: (804) 559-8072 

EMAIL: 
INFO@FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG 

Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 

Your Church Staff: 

pagefour 
 

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

Attendance 
& Giving. 

Church:  
Our 

 
8:30  Worship Service:  150 
 Children’s Worship: 28 
 
9:30  Worship Service: 408 
 
11:00 Worship Service: 218  
 Children’s Worship: 136 
 Breakaway: 62 
 
Total: 1002  /  Bible School: 608 

 

Budget Requirements: $30,450.00 

Budget Receipts: $24,592.30 

Sunday,  
June 22, 2008 

Summer R&R Sermon Series Begins this Sunday 

Though the actual word is only used 
once in the New International Version of the 
Bible, “restoration” is a theme found on just 
about every page of God’s Word.  God 
sending His Son to restore His relationship 
with us.  Us striving to restore that 
relationship with God that we severed.  The 
restoration of relationships.  The restoration 
of the quality of life that God desires each of 
us to have. 

Restoration is also a key theme to much 
of what we enjoy in culture.  Movies are a 
huge part of summertime enjoyment.  It is 
at this time of year that Hollywood 
inundates the public with big-budget films, 
one after another, that they hope will be 
huge hits.  It may come as a surprise, but if 
you go to just about any of the summer 
blockbuster movies, you will likely find the 
theme of “restoration” at its core. 

With the backdrop of some of this 
summer’s blockbusters, we are going to 
spend five weeks of our summer Sunday 
mornings talking about God’s desire for His 
people to enjoy restoration.  Come along 

with us as we spend a little time enjoying 
some Summertime R&R – restoration and 
relaxation.  Popcorn is optional. 

 
June 29 – “The Chronicles of Narnia:  Prince 
Caspian” – Restoring the Rightful King 
July 6 – “Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull” – Restoring the Lost 
Treasure 
July 13 – “Get Smart” – Restoring Control 
July 20 – “Kitt Kittredge:  An American Girl” 
– Restoring Hope 
July 27 – “The Dark Knight” – Restoring 
Peace 


