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By: Tammie L. Newland

W h most people see “BBB”

e n they think Better
Business Bureau and may even associate it
with complaints or a negative experience.
After my recent trip to Haiti, | like to

associate the acronym BBB in a more
positive manner. That would be Blessed

Beyond Belief. Let me explain. It all started

last summer during Vacation Bible School
when Pastor Leon Dorleans came to visit
Fairmount Christian Church to let us know
about the work going on in Haiti and how
we could help. Just hearing Pastor Leon
talk about Haiti and the very less fortunate
people living there made me feel Blessed
Beyond Belief. | immediately started
researching Haiti Outreach Ministries and
how | might be able to help. It didn’t take
me long to start inquiring more about Haiti
and the opportunities available through
Fairmount. The mission trips to Haiti are
part of Fairmount’s S.A.L.T. mission trips
program.

In the August 5, 2007 bulletin (I still
have it!); some of the S.A.L.T. Mission Trip
Opportunities were posted. The following
week | attended the first “informal
meeting” for anyone interested in
participating in the medical trip to Haiti. |

was nervous. After all, I've never beenon a

L

mission trip before. In fact, | don’t
think | had even known anyone that
had gone on a mission trip. Connie
Davis, the trip coordinator, gave a
realistic and informative delivery of
Haiti’s desperate need for medical
help. Just hearing how some Haitians
have never had medicine or medical
attention left me in awe. | put all
anxieties aside. | realized God had
already given me a free membership to
the Blessed Beyond Belief Club a long
time ago and | didn’t want to just
browse around anymore. It was time
to go shopping in bulk!

| attended all remaining (BBB)
meetings regarding the trip to Haiti.
My fellow associates include Jodi
Briggs, Shelly Caudill, Connie Davis,
Andrea Hanlon, Elaine Hanlon, Tara
Hanlon, Melinda Hoskins, Lynn Jadot,
Kathy McChesney, Lynn Reagle, Fran
Robinson and Don & Lynda Trawick.
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Before | knew it, Mike Banton and
Emmerson Miles were bussing the
bunch of us to Reagan International. We
checked 25 or so bags at the airport with
more than a few being overweight.
Tums, Tylenol, and vitamins (to name a
few) are not light, and there’s a hefty fee
for each bag that goes over 50lbs. If
memory serves me correctly, there was
a charge equal to only one overweight
bag (a BBB benefit!).

Our flight left Reagan just as the sun
was rising. | don’t care for flying at all,
but the skies were clear and we had a
super smooth flight (BBB!). During our
five hour layover in Miami, the team
laughed, had fun and started bonding.
Next, was our jumbo jet to Haiti...
another smooth flight. We were greeted
by Luc Aristhene and his entourage of
drivers and translators who miraculously
got us BBB members expedited through
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customs in record time. They loaded our
luggage onto the “tap taps” and away
we went!

Driving into Cite Soleil, we saw free
roaming pigs, cows, chickens, goats and
dogs everywhere...just walking up and
down the street like you or me. People
lined the streets trying to sell anything
and everything just to make a few
cents...items you and | wouldn’t think
twice about throwing in the trash.
Speaking of, the streets were littered
with trash. In some of the more remote
areas, there were “snow drifts” of
garbage. These are rummaged through
frequently as some people are
desperately seeking items to sell and
sometimes simply looking for food to
sustain them.

We arrived at Coconut Villa, our
home in Haiti. It was here at dinner that
we met some fellow BBB members from
Richmond. This was a mission team
from Trinity Baptist Church and was led
by Dr. Terry Griffith. After dinner,
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Connie (our fearless, knowledgeable,
open-minded, level-headed leader)
guided us through our first devotion. It
was a nightly ritual every evening after
dinner. This was another part of a
mission trip | was not familiar with and
was quite anxious about. | was
worried | might have to give a speech
in front of the group or something. As
it turned out, it was one of my favorite
parts of the trip! After winding down
from a long day (and gearing up for
another) we joined together as a team
and openly discussed various topics
and passages from the Bible and how
they applied to our individual journeys.
We were fortunate to have had various
unexpected (but absolutely welcomed)
missionaries participate in our time of
sharing. We always opened and closed
with prayer being sure to thank our
Father for who we are BBB. It was a
time we were able to be intimate with
each other and with our Father God.
The medical and dental help that
was administered at the clinic that
week was a HUGE success, to say the
least (BBB!). Collectively, we treated
approximately 700 patients which
included about 150 children. We saw
all patients that needed to be seen that
week...not a one was turned away.
Our team was BBB because we were
told well in advance of the harsh reality
we may not have time to see
everyone. Special thanks go out to our
Fairmount family for all contributions
and donations, too. We had plenty of
vitamins for all the children seen (BBB).
It was amazing how easy it was to
make the children laugh and be joyful.
Just blowing some bubbles was like
them seeing snow for the first time. A
McDonald’s Happy Meal toy was like

Christmas to them. All gifts passed on to
our Haitian friends were received with
the utmost gratitude. | distinctly
remember expressions of a couple of the
Haitian men after receiving a (donated)
tie as a gift. It was as if you gave them a
brand new car! | think a couple of them
had tears in their eyes. This was
astonishing to me. | certainly felt BBB to
be able to help them and bring this
tremendous amount of joy to them. |
also believe the Haitians felt BBB for the
compassion, gifts and prayers received
from the medical mission team.

This incredible achievement was
only possible due to the assistance of the
translators provided to us (BBB) through
Pastor Leon. The mission team was
broken down into smaller working teams
within the clinic, and we all worked with
a translator specifically assigned to us. |
don’t think any of us would have traded
our designated translators for the world.
They were truly unique individuals and
were the contributing factor to our
success (BBB). Their assistance was
priceless...immeasurable. They weren’t
only our translators, either. They were
our highly valued teachers, friends,
teammates, supporters and most
importantly our brothers and sisters in
Christ (BBB). We worked very diligently
together being sure to pray over each
and every patient that entered the
facility. This was another area way out
of my comfort zone...I had never prayed
over someone aloud. | knew well before
the trip this was something believed to
be of high importance and was going to
be carried out. Well, it was like riding a
bike...of course | had training wheels on,
but once they came off | was
customizing, specializing, individualizing,
etc. (BBB)! It’s like Rick recently said in
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worship, “If you love God, you will put all
anxieties aside and do whatever it is that
needs to be done”.

Lynn Jadot was pretty BBB, also. He
was able to see the child that he
sponsors (Marie Daniele Honourat) and
her mother, along with the many Haitian
friends he has made over the years.
Most importantly, after him, Fran
Robinson and their translator (Jules)
prayed over a man by the name of
Bouloute Hanoud; the man was hesitant
to leave. Fran sensed it and asked him if
he had a personal relationship with the
Lord. He responded by saying when he
was younger he attended church but
had faltered as an adult and would like
to accept Jesus into his life forever, never
to falter again. Jules requested a deacon
of the church to pray with him, but they
were not readily available, so Lynn Jadot
prayed with the man to accept Christ as
his Lord and Savior (BBB!). A short while
later, one of the deacons of the church
where Leon preaches met with him and
they made plans for Bouloute to go to
church on Sunday to proclaim his faith
(BBB). Hallelujah!

The week was over in the blink of an
eye, but the Haiti medical mission team
had an awesome trip! First of all, we
were very fortunate to have had an
exceptional model team leader (Connie
Davis). The team bonded as a unit right

from the start and we always kept
each other in high spirits. We worked
tremendously hard but always
maintained a lighthearted attitude.
We worshiped with Pastor Leon
Dorleans at his church and celebrated
Cite Soleil’s 20" anniversary. We
formed treasured friendships with our
translators who provided us with an
abundance of knowledge and insight.
Most important of all, we served our
Father by administering much needed
care to His people in Cite Soleil (BBB).
It was comforting to know our
Father was watching over us the entire
time. We especially felt His presence
when Pastor Luc was able to whisk us
through customs coming into Haiti
(that was nothing short of a miracle!)
(BBB)...when two of our team
members experienced heat
exhaustion, but within only minutes of
receiving fluids were able to carry on
working as if nothing happened (BBB)
...when patients with blood pressures
211/119 and 220/120 didn’t have
strokes right in front of us! (BBB)...
despite the many ill people we saw,
none of the team members got sick
(BBB)...a few of us got “travelers”
sickness, but were still able to make it
to the airport in time to go home (BBB)
...our plane from Haiti leaving
incredibly late and American Airlines

Haiti Medical Missions
Team Members
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assigning someone specifically to us as
we arrived in Miami to bring us to our
connecting flight (which was being held)
(BBB)...realizing we were escorted to
and left at the wrong gate but somehow
made it to our true connecting flight
(BBB)...none of us had eaten in over 12
hours because of all the air travel turmoil
and a flight attendant sharing her own
food with us (BBB)...Ken Tanner with our
precious FCC bus right on time to pick us
up when we arrived at Reagan
International (BBB)...and, God certainly
made sure we made it home safely
despite the recent riots in Haiti having
already been started (due to hunger
resulting from the recent food costs
going up 50-100%) (BBB).

The medical mission trip to Cite
Soleil, Haiti has left an everlasting
impression on me. | was told it would be
a life changing experience, and it most
certainly was. After returning from Haiti,
many people have asked me, “How was
your trip?” There is not one single word
that can describe all the feelings,
emotions, work performed, sights,
people, etc that | have encountered. The
only thing that comes to mind is the
positive experience | had while serving
Christ and how | genuinely feel Blessed
Beyond Belief. m
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The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

L :
Love Peopleexe God

Introduce the world

.Christ

online

www.fairmountchristian.org

our Serm.on
Church: Sunday, April 27, 2008 Series:

April 20 - June 15
Welcome Attendance
to our New Members. & Giving.

Welcome to Joyce Baughan : 8:30 worship Service: 156 / Children’s Worship: 23 April 27 - Church Family
of 10222 Finlandia Lane, 9:30 Worship Service: 432 »May 4 - Children
Mechanicsville 23116. Joyce May 11 - Parents

Relationships

11:00 Worship Service: 263 / Children’s Worship: 159

transferred membership to Breakaway: 73 May 18 - Teens
Fairmount. May 25 - Spouses
Total: 1106 / Bible School: 693 June 1 - Neighbors

Budget Requirements: $30,450.00
Budget Receipts: $26,056.91

Your Church Staff:

Rick Raines - Senior Minister

Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister

Joe Thompson - Youth Minister

Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director
Larry Haake, IV - Child Care Program Director
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
Barry Will - Technology Director

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager

Bob Massey - Business Administrator
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