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Why Would 27 teenagers and 18 adults  labor in mostly poor conditions. The
give up their Easter Break in order to go to families we served work hard, love
Mexico? Why would they sleep in musty their children, take care of their par-
bunkhouses and get sunburned. Why do they ents, go to church, and help their
smash their thumbs with hammers and ruin  neighbors. Giving a handful of such
perfectly good jeans with drywall mud and families a roof over their heads and a
paint? Why would they do all that? | cantell bunkbed to sleep in was worth every
you why | did. smashed thumb.

| love the Mexican people. Our | love my children. Part of raising
neighbors to the South often are the focus of teenagers to have a Christian world-
derision in our nation. Those that have broken view is exposing them to the counter
the law and come into our country illegally side of the many blessings that they
have tainted the vast majority who live and enjoy. As they see how blessed they
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are- as they recognize that those blessings
come from God, they are more likely to share
their blessings with those less fortunagéere
at home and around the world. Spending a
week working with my two teens is more re-
warding than anything | could ever adequate
express. Watching them work on a house,
play with children, worship with their friends,
and much more was priceless.

| love Joe. Joe works hard to provide ch
lenging experiences for our teens. Sometim
that challenge comes Breakaway Some-
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By: Matt Raines

-I-his past week, over 45 teens and
adults packed their bags and
headed to Baja California, which is in
the Western Peninsula of the country
of Mexico. As a member of the team, |
experienced some amazing, and also
some humbling, things. The first thing
that struck me as amazing was the ea-
gerness of the teams to start building
from the day we arrived. Not one per-
son that | heard of slacked off when

times that challenge comes in the camps
and conferences they attend. Some-
times itis in the weekly Bible studies they
participate in. Sometimes it is raising
$1000 and going to a foreign country
during their Easter Break to work like
mules. When Joe asks me to assist him
with these teens that | love dearly, it is

know each other through it. But, as | said,
there were humbling things as well.
What struck me most were the condi-
tions that the family and the people lived
in. Most live in probably some of the
worst conditions a person could possibly
live in, with no electricity, no running
water, and usually a shanty to live in, for
lack of a better term. But, they count it all
joy, just like the Bible instructs us to. |
never saw a time when the family was
not involved in some way on the house
and they were excited to get a safe place
to sleep and livéhat was all their own. |
come away from my last missions trip in
high school with one picture on my mind.
It is one of a united North American
church, which includes Canada, the
United States, and Mexicstanding to-

G2dAK G2 are ayz2é ol adetBer tofénd a Eorl of unity.
I love God. Ultimately, thatis really |
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doit. You know, | cannot see God. | can
not wash His feet. | cannot take Him a

YSIHf o L OFLyQli @Aa
cannot build Him a house. The wonder-
ful thing is, He says that when | do it for
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why | go to Mexico. 7

they should have been working. We
completed all the houses in three and a
half days when each house usu-
allytakes four days to completé@he
second thing that struck me as amazing
was the short amount of time it took
many of us guys to bond over a silly
game called Pingong. | believe that
Fairmount teen boys alor@ayed over
two hundred games of PiFgong over
the five day span in which we stayed at
our camp.

It was a cool thing that a bunch of
guyscould still play a game and grow to
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By: Megan Baldwin

W@n | firét heard about the Mex-
ico mission trip to Ensenada, |
didn't think that it would be very life
dhaRging but in the end, | was wrong. |
was worried that taking up my spring
break to go and serve for others wasn't
going to be my idea of a fun break but it
was! When we first arrived in Mexico, it
was hard to get used to all the customs
and different conditions they had but
shortly after we got there, that was taken
care of. On the first day we met the fam-
ily, which consisted of a mom, her baby
and her two sisters who were living in a
small money shack. It was very depress-
ing after seeing what they lived in and
hearing about all the other people who
live on the grounds of houses. This is
when being in a poorer country than the
one | live in hit me. Anything that you
give the people over there, no matter
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what it is, they are so thankful for some-
thing new in their lives. | learned to be
thankful for everything that | am blessed
with, especially since there is no running
water or electricity over in Ensenada.
God taught me so much on this mis-
sion trip and He also helped me to de-
velop some close relationships with the
people who we built the house for and
the teens who go to Fairmount. Forming
a relationship with the family and kids
around the site where we built the home
was a great joy. For me to be able to
make kids and a family smile because |
can speak their language, bring the kids
toys and give the family comfort makes
me feel very special. My most memora-
ble part of the trip would have to be
when it was dedication day and the
handing of the keys over to the family

occurred. Seeing the happiness and emo-

tions that they had was fantastic and
knowing that | had a part in helping to
provide a shelter for this family also had
an impact. The family was so thankful for
us and all of our efforts to get their house
finished within four days.

My best advice to give to anyone who is
thinking about going on a mission trip is
don't double guess it, don't hesitate, just
go! The time, dedication and outcome of

the house that you put into it is well
worth your time. But after all the hard
work is said and done, you will always
remember that you did it under God ,
and you served under His name to help
others out. It will change your life!

By: Veronica Brewster

k | write this, it is now two days
ince my son, Evan and | left Mex-
ico with our group of 45. | am happy to
be home safe and sound. | am happy
to be back with my husband and dog. |
am happy to have slept in my own bed.
Then why does it feel a little bitter-
sweet to be back home?

As | prepared to go to Mexico for
the first time, many concerns ran
through my mind. | prayed about most
of them well in advance of the trip. |
must admit | was a bit nervous and had
some dread about leaving normal life
behind. All | can say is God is awe-
some! The uncertainty and nervous-
ness faded away pretty much immedi-
ately. | knew God was in complete
control and to watch each day as
prayers were answered and live
were being changed was a truly
amazing experience. Thisis or
of the best things | have ever
done in my life. And to
have experienced it with &
Evan is just the best! =

It was nice to be a
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week. Since | had little
experience in building a house
(how about none), | waited for di-
rection from our wonderful foreman,
José and our own skilled team leader
David Filegar. Our little crew of 1/
teens and adults actually worked
together very well and buiit
a home for a father and
mother, one daughter and
three sons. They
worked along side
of us each day.
One of the things
that struck
me most is how
they were
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always smiling and they were so gra-
cious. They had so little, living in a
camper shell, but emanated pure joy.

| am a very detailed person. Yet |
had not prepared myself for one of the
important details. On the final workday,
the teams present the keys to the own-
ers of the new homes. It was a very
emotional experience as we all stood
together and prayed for them and their
new home. | get chills just remembering
it. 1 attempted not to blubber too much
as | hugged Angelica, the mother, for the
last time. Thus the bittersweet feelings |
mentioned before. There is love for this
family in Mexico that | would have never
met otherwise. | am so thankful for the
experience.

We had a great group of people
from Fairmount. | got to know some
folks better and strengthen friendships
even more. Thank you for your support,
both monetarily and for your prayers.
And thanks for the cards and letters you
sent for us to have there. It was a nice
thing to see our group reading them with

smiles on their
faces. What an
awesome way
to spend a
week!! y’

.

pagethree

April 2, 2008

J




CHRISTIAN CHURCH

6502 ®REIGHTOROAD
MECHANICSVILIMA 23111
PHONE: (804) 5598070
Fax: (804) 5598072

EmAIL:

OFFIC@&FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIBRG

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

ove God,

L
Love People anw

Introduce the world

NONPROFIT
AUTO
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
RICHMOND, VA
PERMIT #1479

.Christ

online

www.fairmountchristian.org

Welcome

to the Fairmount family.

March 21, 2008

Welcome toAndrea Masch of
4271 Hermleigh Lane,
Mechanicsville (23111)Andrea
wasbaptized.
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March 23, 2008

Welcome taloan Kube of 7079
Haynes Lane, Mechanicsville
(23111).Joan transferred
membership to Fairmount.

March 30, 2008

Welcome toRenae Carter of
8008 Creekside Village Drive,
Mechanicsville (23111)Renae
transferred membership to
Fairmount.

March 22-23, 2008

Your Church Staff:
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Rick Raines - Senior Minister
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister

Joe Thompson - Youth Minister
Rose Williams-/ KA f RNBY Q&

Welcome toNicole Guarino of
3562 Horseshoe Drive, Quinton
(23141). Nicole wasbaptized.
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Barry Will - Technology Director
aVergnicaBiewster - Gfffcd\Wiadage2 NJ

Larry Haake, IV - After School Program DirectoBob Massey - Business Administrator

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
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