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W 
ith all of the activity 
and busyness at 
church surrounding 
Easter, I could use a 

little reminder of why we’re doing all 
of these things.  Maybe you could 
use a reminder too… 
ά²Ƙƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? 
He grew up before him like a tender 
shoot, and like a root out of dry 
ground.  He had no beauty or majesty 
to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire 

him. 
He was despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows, and familiar 
with suffering.  Like one from whom 
men hide their faces, he was de-
spised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he took up our infirmities and 
carried our sorrows, yet we consid-
ered him stricken by God, smitten 
with him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgres-
sions, he was crushed for our iniqui-
ties; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his 
wounds we are healed. 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to his own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth; he was 
led like a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is si-

lent, so he did not open his mouth. 
By oppression and judgment he was 
taken away.  And who can speak of 
his descendants?  For he was cut off 
from the land of the living; for the 
transgression of my people he was 
stricken. 
He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his 
death, though he had done no vio-
lence, nor was any deceit in his 
mouth. 
¸Ŝǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ŎǊǳǎƘ 
him and cause him to suffer, and 
though the Lord makes his life a 
guilt offering, he will see his off-
spring and prolong his days, and the 
will of the Lord will prosper in his 
hand. 
After the suffering of his soul, he will 
see the light of life and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge my righteous ser-
vant will justify many, and he will 
bear their iniquities. 
Therefore I will give him a portion 
among the great, and he will divide 
the spoils with the strong, because 
he poured out his life unto death 
and was numbered with the trans-
gressors.  For he bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the 
ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƻǊǎΦέ  - Isaiah 53 ■ 

A Timely Reminder 
By: Chris Santasiere 
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Church: Sunday, March 16, 2008 
8:30 AM 

Worship - моо κ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - 21 

11:00 AM 
Worship - олп κ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - 182  /  Breakaway - 77 

Total: 1183 / Bible School: 715 

Our 

Budget Requirements: 

$30,450.00 
 

Budget Receipts: 

$32,286.98 

9:30 AM 
Worship - 466 

M 
y son, Matthew, 
just finished a run 
as Mr. Bingley in 
Jon Jory’s stage 

adaptation of Jane Austen’s “Pride 
and Prejudice”.  The Lee-Davis Players 
did an incredible job with this compli-
cated tale.  And Matthew, of course, 
created a wonderful Mr. Bingley.  I 
must confess – I had never read “Pride 
and Prejudice” nor seen any of the at 
least six screen adaptations.  (Thus, I 
kept leaning over to Betsy and whis-
pering, “Now, who’s that?” 40 times – 
since she has read or seen it at least 
twice that many times.)  Directly un-
der the pictures of Mr. Darcy and Miss 
Bennet, the tag line on the movie 
poster of the latest film version reads:  
“Sometimes the last person on earth 
you want to be with is the one person 
you can’t be without.”  That should 
identify it quickly for you as a “chick 
flick” – thus I had never seen it.  In 

reality, Jane Austen does a masterful 
job of exposing the pride and preju-
dice that typically caused an irrecon-
cilable rift between the social classes 
of 19th Century England. 
 2000 years ago, Jesus faced in-
tense pride and prejudice during His 
abbreviated life and ministry.  The 
religious leaders of His day had so 
much pride that they had developed 
a system of religious oppression and 
hypocrisy that only hurt the Jews 
who truly wanted to follow their 
God.  Jesus faced prejudice at every 
corner.  People who ridiculed Him 
due to His hometown.  Due to His 
friends.  Due to His dining partners.  
People even ridiculed Him due to the 
good things that He did.  Jesus 
placed Himself at the very center of 
pride and prejudice. 
 Pride and prejudice are both still 
rampant today.  Of course, the two 
are practically inseparable.  Both can 

lead to sin.  Both can alienate people.  
Both can cause great hurt.  Both can 
ruin relationships.  Both can sink 
churches.  Both can cause irreconcil-
able rifts between people.  I am not 
immune to either.  You are not im-
mune to either.  There is good news, 
though. 
 We celebrate at Easter – and 
every other Sunday – the day that Je-
sus put those things to death.  I can 
conquer sin because Jesus conquered 
Satan and death on a wooden cross 
and in an empty tomb.  I can conquer 
sinful pride.  I can conquer evil preju-
dice.  There is nothing that I cannot 
conquer on this earth because of what 
happened there.  That makes Easter – 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ – the 
most important event in human his-
tory. ■ 

& Pride Prejudice 
By: Rick Raines 

GriefShare is a special seminar and support group for people grieving the loss of someone close.  This group is sponsored 
by people who understand what you are experiencing and want to offer you comfort and encouragement during this diffi-
cult time.  Each GriefShare session includes a video seminar (30 minutes) followed by group discussion.  The videos feature 
top experts on grief recovery, dramatic reenactments about living with grief and real-life stories of people who have ex-
perienced losses. 
GriefShare features biblical teaching on grief and recovery topics.  Please join us for the next 13 week session to be held at 
Fairmount Christian Church on Thursdays, 6:30pm to 8:00pm, beginning April 3rd.  There is no fee and you may join the 
group at any time.  For more information please call the facilitators Pat Logsdon at 550-2039 or Charlie Udriet at 781-0750. 

GriefShare begins April 3rd 



A note to readers that the 
Fairmount Forecaster will not be 
printed next week but will resume 
with the April 2nd edition. 

Forecaster not to 
be printed next 
week. 
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A Note about 

parking on 

Easter 

Sunday... 

175 parking spaces are located in the back of the church property behind the 
playground.  Members are encouraged to make use of these spaces so that our 
guests may park in the front. 

Parking on Easter Sunday 

Keep our Missions 
Teams in your prayers 

 Avenel Clersaint was born in 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti in 1967 and 
attended school in Haiti until he 
earned a bachelors degree in 
Theology in 1990.   Fairmount sent a 
short-term mission team to Cite 
Soleil, Haiti in 1989 to build a church 
for Leon Dorleans who was pastor 
of the Cite Soleil Christian Church 
and where Avenel was the youth 
pastor.  In 1996 Avenel came to 
Ohio to attend graduate school at 
Cincinnati Christian University 
where he graduated with 3 different 
masters.   He received a Master of 
Arts in Church Administration, a 
Master of Religious Education and a 
Master of Divinity. 

 The Lord has led Avenel to plant 
churches in Haiti and at this time he 
has planted 6.  The 2 largest 
churches are Tabarre and 
Mirebalais.   The Tabarre church 

averages 750 on Sunday and Avenel 
has just recently started a school 
ministry that he supports with his 
own money.  The Mirebalais church 
began in July of 2001 with 24 
members and now they have over 
450 every Sunday.   This church also 
has a school ministry with 140 
children and 6 teachers.  Avenel is 
helping support this ministry and is 
hoping to raise money for the 
salaries of the teachers of the 
schools and salaries for the 
preachers of the churches he 
oversees. 

 Avenel also taught at 
Christianville University in Haiti for 8 
years but is now focusing on growing 
churches.   With his education and 
talent, Avenel is able to train the 
pastors for the churches he plants.   
The Fairmount Missions Teams has 
supported Avenel since 1996 and 
has followed his ministry and seen 

what dedication he has for the Lord 
and His work. 

 Avenel is married to Myrlene and 
they have three children.   Ralph is 14 
years old, Angy is 9 years old and 
Wendy is 3 years old. 

 Sunday, March 30, is Missionary 
Day.    Avenel will be sharing his 
mission work during the evening 
service.   Please plan to attend and 
hear how the Lord is using Avenel in 
Haiti. ■ 

Fairmount 
Missions 
Focus 

Avenel Clersaint’s Ministry in Haiti 

March 30th will be Missionary Sunday here at Fairmount - Special Program at 6:30 pm 

By: Pat Smith 

Be sure to keep our Missions 
Teams who will be travelling to 
Mexico & Haiti.  The Mexico Team 
leaves on Sunday, March 23 and 
will return on March 29. The Haiti 
Medical Team leaves on Saturday, 
March 29 and will return Saturday,  
April 5. 
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Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 

Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 

Welcome 
to the Fairmount family. 

March 16, 2008 

Welcome to Laura & Alisa Pratt of 

12700 Nightingale Drive, Chester 
(23836).  Laura transferred 
membership to Fairmount and Alisa 
was baptized. 

Your Church Staff: 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - After School Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
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Bring Flowers for 
the Living Cross 
on Easter 
Weekend.. 
The Fairmount Family is invited to 
bring flowers this Saturday or 
Easter Sunday to decorate the Liv-
ing Cross which will be at the Main 
Entrance to the Church.  The Living 
Cross is a long tradition here at 
Fairmount, part of the celebration 
of the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

Good Friday Service 
This Friday, 7:00 pm 
in the Sanctuary. 


