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By: Tracy Thomas

n Friday evening, Febru-
ary 29, and all day on Sat-
urday, March 1, thirty
people from Fairmount’s
Drama Team and Praise Team were
involved in a Heart of the Artist Re-
treat led by Rory Noland.
— Rory Noland is the
director of Heart of
the Artist Ministries,
an organization dedi-
cated to serving art-
ists in the church and
to helping turn teams
of church artists into
communities of
grace. A composer,
songwriter, author,
and speaker, Rory is a graduate of the
Chicago Musical College at Roosevelt
University and served for twenty years
as music director at Willow Creek
Community Church in South Barring-
ton, lllinois. He is the author of three
books published by Zondervan enti-
tled The Heart of the Artist, Thriving as
an Artist in the Church, and The Wor-
shiping Artist.

Typically, we would think of an
“artist” as someone who draws or
paints. Rory Noland’s definition of an
artist is much broader in scope. He
would say that if you sing at church,
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act on the drama team, work with
sound, lighting or video, play an in-
strument or just love any of these
things, then you are an artist. The
goal of the Heart of the Artist Re-
treat is to help artists connect with
God and with each other. Those of
us in attendance at this retreat over-
whelmingly feel that Rory achieved
that goal, which was accomplished
through a mix of biblical teaching,
worship, solitude, and times of shar-
ing in small groups. Here is some of
the feedback I received from those
who came to the retreat.

It was the most inspirational and re-
energizing weekend | have had in a
very, very long time. My spiritual
batteries have been running low
lately and this is exactly what |
needed. (Ron McLeod)

On Saturday afternoon when Rory
said the next hour would be spent in
quiet meditation with God, my first
thought was "He must be tired of
talking." My second thought was
that this next hour will last an eter-
nity. But that hour alone with God
was the sweetest and shortest | have
spentin along, long time. (Ruby
Butler)

| was especially impressed with the
amount of scripture that flowed
through everything we did. The work-
shop was not some shallow gimmick
but was very spiritually grounded in
the Word. (Scott Mullins)

God was clearly reminding me that His
love is sufficient and He is faith-

ful. While I still marvel at being used
by God, | have renewed enthusiasm
for what | am doing as a lay leader
and | have the confidence that God
loves me, warts and all. (Meg Switzer)
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on my heart that He wants me . . . for

the talents that | have . . . for how he

can use me. .. that he created me to

serve Him with what He gave me!

(Nancy Edwards)

It was so valuable to me to be able to
take a whole day (& evening) off of my
usual life to concentrate on Rory's ma-
terial and to focus on what | can do for
God through drama at Fair-

mount. It was a refreshing weekend
and it helped to renew

our commitment to FCC drama. (Tricia
McClintock)
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Movie Night - Wednesday, March 19
Family Life Center

Fairmount Christian Church is hav-
ing its second annual Wednesday
Movie Night on March 19. The final
Wednesday Night Supper of the
Spring will feature the movie
“Flywheel” which is the first movie
produced by Sherwood Pictures, the
moviemaking ministry of a Georgia
church that went on to produce FAC-
ING THE GIANTS in 2006. FLYWHEEL
offers the same faith-filled warmth
and humor that audiences loved in
FACING THE GIANTS. The Kendrick
Brothers wrote both films and FLY-
WHEEL also stars Alex Kendrick (Coach
Grant Taylor). FLYWHEEL will have you
cheering (and crying) once again!

Dinner will be served at 5:00 pm

and the movie, which is for all
ages, will be shown at 6:00 pm.
Remember to sign up for the sup-
per using the blue cards in the
Worship Services. Y’

Flywheel synopsis:

Jay Austin wants to sell used cars in the worst way ... and that's exactly how he
does business at his dealership. Promising much more than he can ever deliver,
he'll do whatever it takes to sell a car. His manipulative ways permeate all of his
relationships—even his wife and son know they can't trust him.

But as Jay works on restoring a classic convertible, he begins to see that God is
working on restoring him as well. Coming face-to-face with the reality of how he
truly conducts himself, Jay Austin begins the ride of his life as he commits to honor-
ing God with his business, his relationships, and his life!

Growing the Technology Ministry

By: Barry Will

Many exciting things are happen-
ing at Fairmount. As a church, we con-
tinue to grow and reach out in new
ways. With the "Starbuzz" series just
concluded, we began offering the
Contemporary Service dramas to eve-
ryone through the Web site. We
would like to begin recording the Con-
temporary Service as a whole. Expand-
ing our outreach requires additional
workers in the technology ministry.
We need camera operators for the
9:30 service and additional help run-
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ning sound and PowerPoint at all
three services (8:30, 9:30 and 11:00).
You don't need any special ex-
perience for one of these jobs, just a
willingness to serve. You'll
receive full training on all
the equipment; and, you'll
find it is really not that diffi-
cult. If you can program your
TIVO, you can work in the
technology ministry! Any-
one, high school age and up,
interested in helping in this

area should contact Barry Will at
bwill@fairmountchristian.org or call
559-8070. m

Church: Sunday, March 9, 2008
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It was fabulous ¢ a super spiritual
boost that | especially appreciated at
the end of a hectic week. |feel in-
credibly blessed to be a part of the
Fairmount Church and the Arts Minis-
try. (Sandy Thomas)

For me the biggest revelation was
some new meaning to a familiar pas-
sage of scripture (Romans 8:38, 39)
about nothing separating us from
God's love. For some reason | never
connected with the fact that
Gy20KAYy 3¢ Ay Of dzR
sin. Yes, sin can separate us from
God, but not from Him loving us.
Nothing can stop Him from loving
you...nothing, nothing, nothing, noth-
ing. (Ray Butler)

My favorite part of the conference
was the singing. The words that
meant the most to me were "More of
You, Less of Me". God has blessed me
with a beautiful family, wonderful
husband, great jobs, etc., and | realize
that it all came from Him, but what
does it all mean if | don't use all that
for His glory? (Debbie Rodriguez)

| approached this retreat with reluc-
tance. | really didn't expect to hear
anything earth-shattering. For as
long as I've been on the team,

my focus has been on my musical
shortcomings. Believe me when | tell
you, when Rory began to address
"perfectionism," he had my undivided
attention. My expectations of myself
and my sense of what | do in front of
all those people on Sunday mornings
began to seem not so important,
while Who it's all done for seemed
more so. I'm to bring Him my
best...not THE BEST...my best. | can
do that! (Kip Payne) m

Easter Weekend
at Fairmount

Friday, March 21

Saturday, March 22

Sunday, March 23

Sunrise Service - 6:30 am, Liberty Christian Church

Traditional Service - 8:30 am, Sanctuary
Contemporary Service - 9:30 am, Family Life Center
Traditional Service - 11:00 am, Sanctuary
Breakaway - 11:10 am, Family Life Center

Bring Flowers for
the Living Cross
on Easter Sunday

The Fairmount Family is invited to
bring flowers on Easter Sunday to
decorate the Living Cross which will
be at the Main Entrance to the
Church. The Living Cross is a long
tradition here at Fairmount, part of
the celebration of the risen Lord
Jesus Christ.
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH

6502 CREIGHTON ROAD
MECHANICSVILLE, VA 23111
PHONE: (804) 559-8070
Fax: (804) 559-8072
EMAIL:
OFFICE@FAIRMOUNTCHRISTIAN.ORG

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:

To develop followers of Jesus who:

L ,
Love Peoplec:xe God

Introduce the world

.Christ

online
www.fairmountchristian.org
Amazing Grace: _ .
My Chains are Gone The Menu - Parking Notice:

Wednesday, March 19

Soup & Salad

Served with rolls and dessert or
The Worship Choir will present their fruit. PB_&J w/chips, dessert or fruit
Easter musical, Amazing Grace ¢ My also available.

Chains Are Gone on Sunday, March Martin-Dabney Class to serve &

. the parking lots behind the
16, at 6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Cen-  Friends Class to clean up. h P hb 'flgd' h
ter. The musical is based on some of cnurch building so that our

our faith’s most cherished hymns as NOTE: This is the final Wednesday guests can have use of the front

well as some of today’s best loved Night Supper until September. lots.
worship songs.

A reminder that with the
upcoming Easter Season we will
host many guests on Palm
Sunday & Easter Sunday. People
are encouraged to make use of

Sunday, March 16 - 6:30 pm

Pancake Breakfast Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 15th, 7:30 - 10:30 am |Saturday, March 15th, 10:00 am - Noon

Your Church Staff:
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister Barry Will - Technology Director
Rick Raines - Senior Minister Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director Veronica Brewster - Office Manager
pa gefo u r Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister Larry Haake, IV - After School Program Director Bob Massey - Business Administrator

Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister  Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager
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