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Good Friday Service 2008 
remind us of the great promise that 
comes in three days when Christ 
rises from the dead, and defeats sin 
so that we all have the opportunity 
of everlasting life with God. 
 Harry Gill, who served as Senior 
Minister here at Fairmount from 
1986 until 2006 will be the guest 
speaker for the 2008 Good Friday 
Service.  This will be the 50th Good 
Friday Service put on by the Martin-
Dabney Class. 
 Service begins at 7:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary.  We encourage you, your 
family and guests to make plans to 
attend this solemn celebration of 
Christ. ƴ 

R ŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ and the promise of 
resurrection is the theme for the 
Good Friday Service on March 21 
here at Fairmount.  The entire 
Fairmount family is invited to 
participate in the service that will 
prepare us for a weekend of 
remembrance, reflection, and 
rejoicing that will culminate on 
Sunday, March 23 with the 
celebration of Easter.  The Martin-
Dabney Bible School Class is 
sponsoring the event.  Each year 
special speakers bring us a message 
of sadness that depicts the time that 
Christ was crucified.  They also 

On the first Monday of each 
month, the entire staff ς full-time and 
part-time ς gathers in the Music Suite 
for devotions, prayer, and a little bit of 
business.  When all of us are there, 
there are 16 of us.  It is always a won-
derful time.  This past Monday, I 
ǿǊƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ άōŜΩǎέ ǿŜ 
have been considering on Sunday 
mornings.  Starbucks encourages its 
employees to model five behaviors 
that are really the same behaviors 
that every Christian should aspire to:  
be welcoming, be genuine, be knowl-
edgeable, be considerate, and be in-
volved.  These are five Biblical quali-
ties that every Christian ς and every 
Church ς should practice in life. 

I asked the staff to consider 
three things:  which one of the five is 
the most important;  which one does 
Fairmount do best;  which one could 
Fairmount do a better job at.  The 
answers were, as expected, as wide 
and as varied as the five characteris-
ǘƛŎǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
a definitive answer ς just looking for 
perspectives. 

Each of us could answer those 
things today as well.  Go ahead ς 
think about it ς come back when you 
ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ Χ  hYΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ 
of us came up with different an-
swers.  But you know, sometimes, it 
is easy to look at the church and say 
άǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ ƻǊ 
άǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻōέΦ  
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  

Consider the following e-mail I re-
ceived from a man in our church: 

 
At our church this past Sunday, I ex-
perienced a wonderful thing. Perhaps 
it was the result of the first sermon in 
the Coffeehouse Series:  "Be Welcom-
ing". It appeared last Sunday, that 
nearly everyone I passed in 
the hallway gave a friendly nod, a 
"hello" or stopped to talk to me. Per-
haps it was because I too, made 
a conscious effort to be welcom-
ing, not only those I have come to 
know but those whom I haven't. But 
never the less, the church added a 
double shot of espresso to a well 
brewed cup of welcomeness.  Uncon-
ditional welcomeness was one of the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Take Time To Be 
By: Rick Raines 
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Church: Sunday, March 2, 2008 
8:30 AM 

Worship - мро κ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - 23 

11:00 AM 
Worship - мфм κ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - 185  /  Breakaway - 71 

Total: 1076 / Bible School: 691 

Our 

Budget Requirements: 

$30,450.00 
 

Budget Receipts: 

$37,017.48 

9:30 AM 
Worship - 453 

By: Chris Santasiere 

 Oprah has a new television show 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ Řŀƛƭȅ 
ǎȅƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǎƘƻǿΦ  hǇǊŀƘΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ DƛǾŜέΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
premise of the show is that giving can 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
contestants are given $2500 and 5 days 
to help a person, whom Oprah has 
selected, with their greatest need.  In a 
ǿŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ Řŀȅ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
parable of the talents.  The contestants 
used their seed money to generate more 
money and resources to help their 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΩǎ 
premiere, contestants helped a widowed 
mother of two maintain her home, 
provided a homeless woman and her 
two children with a home and a means 
for transportation so she could go to 
work and secured a home for a 
wounded veteran and his family while 
he healed.  
 There are several things I like about 
this show.  First, I like that it is about 
helping people who really need help.  
Second, based on the first episode, those 

who are in need are not letting their 
current situations define them or hold 
them back.  These people are working 
hard and are using their own lives to 
help and better others.  Lastly, in 
multiple situations we are shown 
businesses, communities and the 
Church coming together to provide 
help.  In America, people want to help 
other people.  We clearly see this 
throughout the show. 
 ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ DƛǾŜέ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ 
though.  The contestants are being 
judged on how they help their assigned 
person.  They are judged on their 
creativity and the amount of help they 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΦ  LΩƳ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎƳŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
creativity aspect.  Why does it matter 
how creative you can be in providing 
ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΚ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
important thing providing the 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƘŜƭǇΚ  L ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ 
that this is a competition hǇǊŀƘΩǎ 
show has it right: Giving can transform 
ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿŜ 
already know this.  Our lives have been 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΦ  DƻŘ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ DƛǾŜέΦ  DƻŘ 

gave His Son Jesus.  άCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ 
the world that He gave his One and 
Only Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have eternal 
ƭƛŦŜΦέ όWƻƘƴ оΥмсύ  Jesus gave His life on 
the cross for our sins so that we could 
have forgiveness. 
 As people who have had their lives 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ 
should be keenly aware of how giving 
Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
model God by being givers.  The first 
thing we can give away is our faith.  We 
can tell others how much God loves 
them and how He has given them the 
opportunity for forgiveness and salvation 
through His Son.  We can also give of 
ourselves to others.  We can use our 
time and our abilities to help others.  We 
can also give of our finances.  Many 
times, the giving of our money provides 
assistance that we could never physically 
provide ourselves.   
 
How can your giving be a part of 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ  ƴ  

ά¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ DƛǾŜέ 

immediate  responses we received 
when we first came to Fairmount, and 
I think we as a church do a great job 
of doing so.  
 We certainly do some things well.  
And we certainly need to grow in 
many ways also. 

But on top of that, it is harder ς 
sometimes much harder ς to say 
άǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƳ I ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻōέ ŀƴŘ 
άǿƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ I Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊέΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

(Continued from page 1) tougher task.  How do the values of 
Scripture apply to me?   Read the 
rest of that e-mail: 
It was not only in my church family 
that I noticed such behavior, but in 
my own. My now disabled father, 
who is a recovering alcoholic, no-
ticed my extra-concerted-kindness 
this past week. As I changed his 
bandages and took care of him he 
said "Thank you", and "I love you". 
Two words that never cross his lips. 
Though I have tried in the past, I 

must admit it has been difficult being 
genuine and welcoming to a father 
who abused our family. Even though 
time has passed from that, and I for-
gave, I needed to be reminded that 
he too, needed unconditional wel-
coming and love. Thank you again.    

Take time to evaluate you.  When you 
and I are doing the best we can with 
DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
stronger as well. ƴ 



us the 
importance of 
being 
considerate.  
This story 
demonstrates that 
within the Fairmount Family there are 
multitudes of people who know how 
to be considerate of each other and of 
the environment.  From Mrs. Galli 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǿƛƭŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 
Manager who went outside the scope 
of his job to help a member to the 
fifth grader who helped construct a 
house without expecting any reward 
to the teenager who helped supervise 
the project - there is a web of people 
being considerate in many facets of 
life here in our church. ƴ 
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L 
ast year Kathleen Galli, a 
long time member here at 
Fairmount, contacted 
Facilities Manager Jef 

Powell for some help.  She had the 
materials to construct a Duck 
House...which is a bird house made so 
a duck can reside in it.  Mrs. Galli 
needed someone to construct the 
house for her and install it at the right 
time.   

Happy to help, Jef agreed and enlisted 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ CŀƛǊƳƻǳƴǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ 
Tyler Owens, to assist in the 
construction of the Duck House.  So 
on one summer afternoon, Tyler and 
Jef put together the Duck House that 
would eventually be installed on Mrs. 
DŀƭƭƛΩǎ aŎ/ƭŜƭƭŀƴ wƻŀŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ  ¢ƻ 
give you an idea of the size of a Duck 
House, Tyler is a normal height fifth 
grader.  The house is almost as large 
as he is! 

As winter progressed and 
now is retreating to make way for 
Spring it was time for the Duck 
House to be installed with the hopes 
that it will make a home for a pair of 
ducks.  Mrs. Galli in the interim had 
the Duck House painted and 
prepared for installation. So one 
afternoon recently  Jef, Tyler and 
WŜŦΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ WŀŎƭȅƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
Mrs. Galli and while Tyler and Jef 
installed the Duck House, Jaclyn 
helped Mrs. Galli supervise the 
installation. 

In no time the Duck House was up 
ƻƴ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ƴŜŀǊ aǊǎΦ DŀƭƭƛΩǎ ǇƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
ready for the ducks.  Mrs. Galli says 
that the ducks will go in there and 
lay their eggs.  When the eggs hatch 
the babies will go up a line that is 
inside the house and out the hole to 
the pond to begin their lives. 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΣ wƛŎƪ ǘƻƭŘ 

The tale of the Duck House 
Be Considerate 

BeConsiderate 
Pictured clockwise from top: Tyler Owens 
constructing the Duck House and showing 
the completed house to give an idea of 
size.  Tyler later helped to install the 
house while Kathleen Galli and Jaclyn 
Powell supervised.  The construction and 
installation of the house was conducted 
and also supervised by Jef Powell who 
also took the pictures. 

By: Larry Haake, IV 



A reminder that with the upcoming Easter Season we 
will host many guests on Palm Sunday & Easter 

Sunday.  People are encouraged to make use of the parking lots behind the 
church building so that our guests can have use of the front lots. 
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Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Jesus who:  

Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 

Barry Will - Technology Director 
Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Business Administrator 

@ www.fairmountchristian.org 
online 

Welcome 
to the Fairmount family. 

February 26, 2008 

Welcome to Lindsay Longest of 

8308 Hanover Grove Blvd, 
Mechanicsville (23111).  Lindsay was 
baptized. 

 

March 3, 2008 

Welcome to Brian & Marla Hall 
of 10165 Cool Hive Pl, 
Mechanicsville (23116).  Brian & 
Marla transferred membership to 
Fairmount. 

The Menu 
Wednesday, March 12 
Parmesan Chicken w/ Rice & 
Broccoli Casserole 
Served with rolls and dessert or 
fruit. PB&J w/chips, dessert or fruit 
also available. 
Christian Homemakers Class to 
serve & Reflections of Him Class to 
clean up. 

Your Church Staff: 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 
Rose Williams - /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Larry Haake, IV - After School Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 

Coffeehouse 
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February 10 
Be Welcoming 
 

February 17 
Be Genuine 
 

February 24 
Be Knowledgeable 
 

March 2 
Be Considerate 
 

March 9 
Be Involved 

Sermon Series 
Christians 

Parking Notice: 


