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“The Minister is publishing ‘The 

Fairmount Forecaster’ as an 

experiment during the month of 

September.”  That is what the 

Fairmount Family read on September 

3, 1947 when they received a 

newsletter entitled The Fairmount 

Forecaster.  William Wilson, who was 

minister of Fairmount then, published 

the two sided news sheet in a time 

when the Fairmount Family called 

Fairmount Avenue in the City of 

Richmond home and the post-war 

world was still listening to the radio 

and riding the streetcars. 

 Sixty years later, the Forecaster is 

still published weekly.  While 

Fairmount has grown significantly and 

has relocated twice, the Forecaster 

still captures and presents the life of 

the church to people here and across 

the country.  Many issues are mailed 

out of state to people who still hold a 

connection to the Fairmount Family. 

 This week, in honor of the 

Forecaster’s sixtieth anniversary, 

we’re presenting to you a new style 

for the newsletter. And as the saying 

goes, the more things change, the 

more they stay the same.  What will 

stay the same is that the Forecaster 
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will continue to bring you the life of 

Fairmount Christian Church.  It will 

still serve as your guide to events, 

and information about our church.  

It will still be published each 

Wednesday, but now you can go 

online to 

www.fairmountchristian.org and 

read it as soon as it’s published.   

 We are very grateful for Mr. 

Wilson for starting this newsletter 

that has been a mainstay for 

Fairmount for sixty years.   To 

everyone who contributes, writes, 

folds, labels, mails and works to get 

this newsletter out to the church 

family, thank you for all you do.  You 

are all a part of this ministry that has 

been strong for sixty years and Lord 

willing will continue to be strong for 

sixty more. ƴ 

January 3: US Congress proceedings 
televised for the first time. 

February 21: First Polaroid Camera 
demonstrated in New York. 

March 6: USS Newport News launches 
and is the Navy’s first air conditioned 
ship. 

April 1: Jackie Robinsons signs with the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. 

July 5: UFO allegedly crashes in 
Roswell, New Mexico. 

September 18: United States Air Force 
is formed.  Also on that date the 
Central Intelligence Agency is formed. 

October 14: Chuck Yeager becomes 
first man to break the sound barrier. 

November 29: United Nations 
partitions Palestine between Arabs & 
Jews. 

timeline:1947 



It’s amazing.  And that is before you 
even take into consideration what sort 
of time commitment is needed for the 
ministries to function on top of the 
financial need. 

 As you and your family adjust back 
into the normal routine of non-
summer life, keep in mind that here at 
church, it’s a new year.  It could prove 
to be a very important year for all of 
us and we must continue to support 
our church in prayer, time and money 
so that we can continue to fulfill the 
mission given to us by Christ. 

Ah, the new year is upon us.  A 

time for new beginnings and resolu-
tions to do things better than in the 
year previous. 

 Wait, it is just September.  While 
January will be here in a matter of 
minutes, there is a new year starting 
here at church.  It is the new fiscal 
year.  Fiscal Year 2008 began without 
ceremony on Saturday, September 1.  
The budget, which was approved this 
past July, took effect and now minis-
tries can start fresh with doing their 
work here at Church.  The fiscal year 
at Fairmount runs from September 1, 
2007 until August 31, 2008.  It is com-
pletely dependant on the offerings 
taken during Worship Services and 
through the generous gifts given by 
members of the Fairmount Family.  
This year, for our church to operate as 
outlined in the budget, will require a 
weekly commitment of $30,450 from 
the church family. 

 Not only has the new fiscal year 
begun and the need for us to be good 
stewards is important now more than 
ever, it is during a time when we are 
steadfastly working on reducing our 
debt to begin the next phase of our 
ministry expansion.  Phase 2 of A 
Bridge to the Future is still in full 
force.  As of right now, $477,000 has 
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Church: Sunday, September 2, 2007 
8:30 AM 

Worship - мно κ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - 28 
9:30 AM 

Worship - 275 

11:00 AM 
Worship - мтс κ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ - 133  /  Breakaway - 50 

Total: 776 

Our 

Budget Requirements: 

$30,450.00 
 

Budget Receipts: 

$29,182.92 

Happy 
New Year! 

been given for the sole purpose of 
reducing our debt.   

 But remember, it is not about 
reducing a mortgage bill.  It is about 
getting us to a point where we will 
begin the next chapter in the life of 
this church and work to reach more 
lives for Christ.  All the while, we 
must keep the current ministries 
operating so that we can continue to 
minister to the people involved in 
our church family now and continue 
our outreach ministries. 

 This new year brings with it the 
excitement and anticipation as a 
new calendar year does.  So much is 
going on in the life of our church and 
the potential given to us by God is 
tremendous.  We have the ability to 
reach out and minister to the people 
of this community through so many 
avenues that it’s almost a question 
of where to begin. 

 The easiest way to begin is by 
tithing.  That way we can ensure that 
the people brought forth by God will 
have the adequate tools to minister 
to people the world over and right 
here in the Richmond area.  Giving 
can also be viewed as a way of min-
istering to yourself.  Next time 
you’re at church, take a look around 
and see what needs to be paid for.  

Phase 1: 
$128,072 

Phase 2: 
$424,038 

received 

total commitments 

Total: 
$552,110 

$477,000 
Debt Reduction to Date:   



“ Would you like to receive thru the mail each week a church news 
sheet such as this?  The Minister is publishing “THE FAIRMOUNT 
FORECASTER” as an experiment during the month of September.  
We hope that it will prove to be of such value that it may become 
a permanent publication of the church.  Please let 
us have your comments and suggestions 
concerning this news sheet.”   

- Fairmount Forecaster: September 3, 1947 

The 
 whistle 
blows! The 
players 
gather and 

take a knee and then you watch heads 
bow. What has just happened? Warm-
ups are over and players with their 
coach and referee on each court bow 
their heads to pray.  Then the game 
begins.  Another life changing experi-
ence has just occurred.  
 Fairmount is a partner with the 
Upward Basketball program in the 
Mechanicsville area.  We are united by 
introducing others to the world of 
Christ. This coming season, winter 
2008, will be our fifth year of involve-
ment.  As we share today our excite-
ment about Upward, we hope you will 
join us! There are so many opportuni-
ties to serve God by volunteering to 
help with Upward. It is truly a reward-
ing experience for everyone involved. 
 Upward Basketball games will be-
gin on Saturday, January 7, 2008 and 
will end on March 15, 2008. We have 
the responsibility of staffing our own 

site on Saturdays for games. The 
great thing about Upward is that 
there are numerous ways you can 
help and be a positive influence in 
our community without knowing a 
thing about basketball. We need vol-
unteers from all walks of life to be-
come meaningfully involved in this 
ministry of our church.  Registration 
began on September 2.   
 

How can YOU help?   
 We have the opportunity to pray 
for our program, coach a team, refe-
ree a game, or share a devotion.  
Perhaps you would like keeping 
score at a game or working in the 
concession stand.  You certainly will 
develop meaningful relationships 
that open avenues of ministry to the 
people of our community and 
church who participate in our pro-
gram.   
 Find out more about the origin 
of Upward on this website. http://
www.upward.org/ab_history.htm 
“Upward is an evangelistic sports 
ministry specifically designed for 
kindergarten through eighth grade 

boys and girls that promotes salva-
tion, character, and self-esteem in 
every child. In addition to basketball, 
Upward offers cheerleading, soccer 
and football programs.”  Upwards’ 
primary focus is teaching children 
about God through sports.      
 Please prayerfully consider what 
you could do to help.  If you are inter-
ested in volunteering or have any 
questions, please contact Jeff Carter, 
at 804-559-0192 or Judy Allard, at 
804-730-3592.  Registration began on 
September 2, 2008.  There will be reg-
istration and Volunteer tables set up 
in the Church foyer.  
You can also register online at 
www.coolspring.org   
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Registration begins for 2008 
Upward Season at Fairmount 

BY JUDY ALLARD 

http://www.upward.org/ab_history.htm
http://www.upward.org/ab_history.htm
http://www.coolspring.org/
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Welcome to Kenny & 
Rhonda Holley of 4700 Hill 

Spring Terrace, Chester 

(23831). Kenny & Rhonda 
came forward and 

transferred membership to 

the Fairmount Family this past 
Sunday. 

Welcome 
to the Fairmount family. 

Love God, 

Introduce the world  

to Christ 

 Love People and  

The mission of Fairmount Christian Church:  
 

To develop followers of Christ who:  

Your Church Staff: 
Rick Raines - Senior Minister 
Chris Santasiere - Associate Minister 
Tracy Thomas - Worship/Music Minister 
Joe Thompson - Youth Minister 

Rose Williams - Children’s Ministry Director 
Larry Haake, IV - After School Program Director 
Jef Powell - Facilities & Grounds Manager 
Barry Will - Technology Director 

Veronica Brewster - Office Manager 
Bob Massey - Church Administrator 

JOIN us for the start      

of the new sermon series:  

 

 

THIS SUNDAY, 

September 9.   


